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“What would my bridge club think of being herded into this dinky little place?” 


/ NCORPORAT ION e executive confessed recently 
as he left town on a fishing trip to get away from it 
all, “Since my wife and I started building our house, 
we ve had every sort of rumpus in the family except a 
divorce—and we’re looking forward to that now!” 

Another bewildered husband whose wife had. re- 
fused to greet some lifelong friends who had stopped 
in front of their almost finished house explained, 
““She’s on the warpath again. Wants to change the 
color of the bathroom tile, after it’s already set, mind 
you. I lived in perfect bliss with my wife for twenty 
years, but since we’ve started on this house, I’ve be- 
come acquainted with her. She’s the meanest woman 
on earth.” 

It isn’t that women bring about all the extra ex- 
pense that too frequently crops up after a house gets 
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. and stumble thru in pitch darkness” 


under way. In the first place, most 
of us can’t visualize how large a 
room is going to be when we see it 
on a floor plan. 

Figures are just figures, and of- 
ten don’t mean anything until the 
walls are up, and then the sparks 
begin to fly. “John, why didn’t you 
say the living-room wasn’t going to 
be big enough to change your mind 
in? What would my bridge club 
think of being herded into this 
dinky little place? We’ll have to en- 
large it.” 

Just like that! Just as if enlarg- 
ing a living-room didn’t mean a 
small fortune in changing every- 
thing from the foundation up! 


UNL ESS John is a Caspar 
Milquetoast they’re off to the 
races. Probably the whole thing 
could have been avoided had Mr. 
and Mrs. John followed the ex- 
ample of a foresighted California 
pair. These two made a complete 
model of the house they wanted 
even before they consulted an ar- 
chitect. They put miniature card- 
board furniture replicas in the 
rooms to test sizes. This procedure 
gave the lovely lady a graphic con- 
ception of room sizes. 

There’s a story they tell in Detroit about a couple 
named, not actually, Jack and Marge. Jack and 
Marge had been considered an ideally married pair 
for around fifteen years. Then Marge made a tricky 
floor plan to remodel their Dutch-Colonial cottage, 
and took it to a contractor. 

About the time the blue-shuttered “‘love nest”’ was 
scheduled for its finishing touches, someone asked 
Jack, ‘‘Isn’t Marge simply thrilled to death now that 
you’re about ready for the house-warming?” 

Jack said that he didn’t know, but that he didn’t 
suppose so. 

“What do you mean?” 

“Well, Marge and I haven’t spoken to each other 
since the day the front door was hung. She’s suing 
me for a divorce now.” 
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Marge got her decree—mental cruelty. She wailed 
to the judge that Jack had shouted at her in disre- 
spectful terms in the presence of carpenters. She 
looked so innocent that the judge couldn’t help but 
believe her. 

Jack moved into the remodeled cottage, stayed a 
month, and then sold it for $1,500 less than they 
had sunk into it. Now Jack lives in New York 
City, Marge in Texas. 

It wasn’t cruelty that separated Jack and Marge. 
It was mostly, silly as it sounds, hardware. That, 
and not having an architect. The trick plan had 
looked so good to Marge and Marge’s mother, and 
one or two of Marge’s women friends, that she had 
refused to let Jack turn it over to an architect. No, 
they could save that expense. 


THE plan itself was workable enough, but the con- 
tractor, to get the job, cut the budget by allowing 
only $20 for new hardware, $20 for electric fixtures, 
and $150 for plumbing fixtures on a $5,000 house. 

It was almost criminal when the time came for 
installing the fixtures. Jack and Marge of course 
couldn’t find amy hardware whatever for $20; even 
a good lock for the new entrance door was $6.50. 
No electric fixtures for $20, either. Nor anything 
but an antiquated leg-tub plumbing set-up with 
shanty-town brass faucets for $150. 

So Jack had had to see the bank about an ex- 
tra $1,000, and he was a pretty disgruntled guy. 

Then along came the day when Marge stopped her 
coupe in front of the house and went into near-hys- 
terics because of the entrance door. She waved her 
hands wildly at the contractor. ‘Look here, you 
know I don’t want a door like that thing on the front 
of my house!” she shrieked at him. ““Why, I wouldn’t 
even have that junky thing in my kitchen! Take it 
off, and get me a door that looks like a front door!” 

There went another 50 bucks. 

Do you understand why Jack called Marge a hag 
when she called him a billy goat? 

She had made two faux pas de luxe. No. 1: She 
had failed, before the specifications were worded, to 
familiarize herself with approximate costs of build- 
ing materials. Any alert merchant could have told 
her that she’d need a minimum of $75 for the finish 
hardware she couldn’t resist. Any electric salesman 
could have told her she’d need $100 for the electric 
fixtures for her $5,000 house. Certainly, any plumb- 
er could have told her over the telephone that $350, 

referably around $450, would have been rock- 
Lectian for the plumbing fixtures. 

And even bigger faux pas No. 2: Marge had failed 
to enlist the guiding genius of a good, reliable, and 
honest architect who, as part of his valuable serv- 


















































































“Oh yeah? .. . . If youtry togo thru that 
door, I'll put a bullet in your leg. Scram!" 


ice, would have broken down the entire expenditure 
accurately for her. : 

Her budget should have looked like the following 
one, prepared by an eminent architect. Then it 
would have been a cure-all for extra woes. 





General Construction..........eeeee0- 62 percent 
Plumbing, Including Fixtures........... > .2 
PR aiaai cians dqitahes cheer ben 5 ¥ 
CONN SR Gai cnd eevee sedan sane 3h ” 
RS Panic dadccvccnanssuae 1, ” 
Ee 34m ” 
LS ee ee i 9 
Driveways and Sidewalks. .........45: i 
Grading and Sodding............+++. Rs 
Planting, Minimum. .........0eeee00. 1h ” 
PR A ined cciddscasaveecs . 
EE ee ye 100 ” 


Sometimes in-laws, or maybe just dear, well- 
meaning friends, are the serpents in the Garden of 
Eden. They go along with George and Sally Brown 
to see how their new house is progressing, and 
Mamma remarks that Sally’s combination living- 
dining-room is a ducky idea. 

“But, darling, have you seen Fanny Elsby’s? 
There are three steps leading wp from her living- 
room to the dining alcove, and that makes it seem 
like two different rooms.” 


THat gives Sally an inspiration. Result: $300 ex- 
tra expense. Nobody is going to say that Fanny 
Elsby’s house is more attractive. 

One couple hurdled the advice-of-good-friends 
problem very neatly. A lumber-salesman friend 
who had promised the couple that he would drop by 
every now and then to see how their house was 
going was the first to suffer from their scheme, but 
he took his hat off to their courage. 

“T dropped by late one afternoon when the house 
was about half completed,” the salesman said. “‘I 
had hardly stopped my car when a grizzled old 
codger approached me. 

‘“““No loafin’ around here,’ he growled. 

“TI was annoyed. ‘What’s the big idea?’ I com- 
plained. ‘I don’t know who you are, I’m sure, but 
I’m one of the best friends Gregg Moffett has ever 
had. He’s the fellow who owns _ [| Turn to page 37 
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By Marian Cuthbert Walker 
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From the heart of an August garden > 
comes this fiery arrangement of 
Tritoma combined with short leafy 
branches of yellow Celosia. Notice 
that the tallest blossom spike is 
about one and a half times the 
width of the bowl, and _ that 
each spike is cut at a different 
length. This breaks the monotony 
of levels. The graceful curving 
shell container repeats the strong 
architectural lines of the Tritoma. 
Very good with modern interiors 






WM. KISTLER 


Better Homes & Garpens, August, 1938 


























4 


oe 


VARI ONE) See 





Bouquets 


HEN I was a girl very few really nice people 
openly used lipstick and rouge. The style in bouquets 
was different then, too, with huge combinations of 
roses, daisies, and iris—anything at all—jumbled 
together in some nondescript container. 

How different things are now—in styles and ar- 
rangements! Most of us move with the times. Yet 
only lately I heard a shortsighted woman say quite 
bitterly, “I can’t see these new-fangled ideas about 
flower arrangements. I don’t want any so-called 
authority to tell me how to arrange my flowers. I 
want them to express me—my taste entirely.” 

How inconsistent! That very woman knows how 
to look smart enough with just a dash of lipstick 
and rouge. Trying to be a little more modern in 
arranging our flowers is just another way of moving 
along with the times. We don’t have to be extreme 
or spend a lot of money, either. 


Possibilities With Summer Flowers: In our gardens, 
bloom is at its height now. Every flower color and 
shape are crying out for us to experiment with them 
in this more modern way of arrangement. Vines, 
seed pods, and interesting leaves also can all be 
woven into some of these beautiful effects. 

It’s easy enough to discern that modern bouquets 
aren’t just a bunch of blooms thrust carelessly into 
a vase, but a combination of flowers and foliage 
arranged for some definite place in our houses, with 
beauty as its ideal. Let’s ask ourselves, then, before 
we go out with our cutting shears, “In what room 
shall I use this bouquet? What color flowers do I 
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need there? 


BOND BROTHERS 









“Poise and grace are terms which 
might describe this lovely ar- 
rangement of dahlias and rhodo- 
dendron foliage. The blossoms 
are wel! spaced; the arrangement 
has balance. These flowers could 
go on a mantel, piano, or buffet 
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Flowers and Containers Both Important: In summer 
we have enough flowers to juggle them around in 
this and that vase, to see which way looks best. One 
of the startling new ideas is that the flowers and their 
container are thought of all together. Neither tries 
to be supreme, but instead enriches and beautifies 
the other. 

This is the time of year, then, to delve in our 
attics for old jugs, crocks, and colored glass and to 
browse in stores for plain-toned containers, or to 
haunt country auctions for some quaint piece we 
might find there. I like to wander thru my garden 
with a vase or two in my hand to see how they look 
with the flowers I have my eyes on, before I cut them. 


Proportion and Balance: Then, too, it’s easy to train 
ourselves to see if the flower stems are cut the right 
length for their container. Do those handsome red 
glads we’ve just arranged look as tho they’re pulling 
their red and white pottery vase | Turn to page 54 
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Is there a place in this nation for 
parental Fascism? Let there be no adult 
‘“‘mama's-boy” or “mama’s-girl” rela- 
tionships. Let the children paddle their 


own canoe. To keep them—let them go. 


CUT THE 


By Wainwright Evans 


Ries women—a Stout One and 
a Thin One—sat next to me in 
the subway. They had plenty to 
talk about. The Stout One, it ap- 
peared, had gone to the pier to see 
Marjorie off to South Africa, 
where she was going to marry 
Jim Harris. Jim had taken a job 
down there with a mining com- 
pany and was making good. 

“What I can’t understand,” 
confided the Stout One, “‘is the 
way Marjorie’s parents stand up 
under it. Here’s their daughter 
going half way round the world, 
to be gone for years; and it 
doesn’t seem to bother them at 
all. You should’ve seen them at 
the boat, laughing and joking— 
simply the life of the party, my 
dear! It almost looked as if they 
were glad to be rid of her. It was 
positively indecent, like wearing 
a party dress at a funeral. 

““All I can say is that if she 
were my daughter there’d have 
been some scenes before she ever 
wrote Jim that she’d go over 
there to marry him. Why didn’t 
she tell him that if he wanted her 
he could just come right back 
home, and take a sensible job 
here in town where their families 
live, and settle down! 

“But no—she must pick up 
and leave. I think it’s terrible. 
But when I said as much to Pau- 
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line, she cracked right back at 
me, ‘I’m very glad about it. It’s 
going to be a fine experience for 
her. And it will be good for her to 
get completely away from Bill 
and me.’ Can you beat that?” 


As SHE paused for breath the 
Thin One put in, “I think Mar- 
jorie is being selfish and inconsid- 
erate. Of course, it’s probably 
breaking Pauline’s heart. She’s 
putting up a brave front. But 
that’s the way children are. You 
slave and skimp, and put in your 
best years raising them, only to 
have them fly the coop.” 

The Stout One nodded. ““Maybe 
you’re right about Pauline. I saw 
her dab her eyes with her hand- 
kerchief. But she’s tough, let me 
tell you. I said to her, ‘My dear, I 
know your heart must be break- 
ing to have your darling leave 
you, but that’s the way life is. It’s 
we Mothers who get the worst of 
it. They leave you, and what 
have you got to show for it all?’ 





‘““*4 fine daughter,’ she came 
back at me. ‘Able to paddle her 
own canoe.’ 

“Well, that sort of floored me. 
It sounded pretty high falutin’ 
and modern and psychological to 
me. I said something about the 
debt children owe their parents, 
and Pauline exclaimed, ‘She owes 
me nothing. I’ve done my job— 
that’s all; and now I hope she’ll 
do hers; and—I hope she’ll come 
back.’ 

“And with that she broke down 
and boo-hooed right on my shoul- 
der. That made me feel she was 
sort of human after all, in spite of 
her advanced ideas. You know 
she sent Marjorie away to school 
because she wanted her to be in- 
dependent.” 


As the two women rose to Jeave 
the car a moment later, I confess 
the conclusion of the little tale 
made me feel better, too. I didn’t 
want Pauline to be foo perfect a 
modern parent. It was quite as it 
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should be that she shed some nat- 
ural tears and found the break 
hard. Probably even Bill, the 
shadowy father who figured so 
little in the tale of the Stout One, 
had-his feelings too. -But when 
liberal allowance is made for all 
that, the important fact remains 
Pauline and Bill had managed to 
build up a relationship with their 
daughter which is worth some 
further consideration here. 


PsYCHOLOGISTS and sociolo- 
gists have for a long time been 
proclaiming that one of the prin- 
cipal things the matter with the 
American home is its tendency to 
make the relations of parents and 
children too scftly and smother- 
ingly affectionate—with the re- 
sult that the children never get a 
chance to cut loose from their in- 
fantile loyalties and really grow 
up. It is a part of our mores. Par- 
ents or children who depart from 
this traditional attitude are eyed 
askance by the God Bless Our 
Home group, and are as much 
Out of Order as an old-time vil- 
lage “Free Thinker” at an old- 
time camp meeting revival. They 
are flies sub- [ Turn to page 56 
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THe bane of the non-predatory 
spinster’s spinsterhood is the woman 
(and her name is legion) who thinks 
every unmarried woman is out to 
“get” her husband. I should know! 
Rated by intimates as friendly, 
I’m by no means a siren in the ac- 
cepted Hollywood sense of the. word. 
The fact I have so far caught me no 
lord and master would seem to signify 
some lack of charm on my part. For 
her part, the married woman stands 
off and preens herself when she 
makes comparisons between herself 
and unmarried women friends. 
Why, therefore, should she assume 
a superior attitude toward maiden 
ladies one instant, only to imitate the 
well-known inferiority complex the 
next, by implying her husband is 
easy game for my lesser equipment of 
charm? It’s difficult to understand. 
I’m constantly and needlessly an- 
noyed by the attitude some married 
women take if I show any purely 
platonic or purely polite interest in 
their husbands. I’m not a good talker. 
I may be a fair listener, for human- 
kind fascinates me. Flatterer I’ve 
never been. My looks are unob- 
trusive, neither so umpretty as to be 
arresting (therefore making me “‘dan- 
gerous”—because “homely women 
are always clever creatures”), nor so 
pretty as to make others take a 
second glance at me. I have no great 





It's the unpardonable sin 


ideline legion! 
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She grabs this possession of hers 


abilities. The only possible claim | 
might have to a man’s, or woman’s, 
good graces might be the gemuth- 
lichkeit that exists where there is a 
live-and-let-live spirit. 

It’s impossible for me to see myself 
in the light of husband-snatcher. 

Yet, actually, I find myself avoid- 
ing conversation of length with the 
husbands of several women I know. 
And frankly, it’s not wholly from 
desire to prove I have no designs on 
their mates. For half the time these 
husbands bore me as much as I bore 
them! Occasionally they’re men who 
in a decade past were camping on my 
own doorstep, but whom I never 
found highly enthralling when they 
were in their single state. 


THey, on the other hand, never 
got so far as proposing, so I can’t 
claim they’re my rejected suitors— 
even tho before some had met their 
future wives, I had weighed them 
and found them wanting. Their wives 
now think I’m doing my utmost to 
gain their favor just because I’m 
merely civil. 

Because I’m so patently harmless, 
the husband thinks he’s quite safe in 
passing me a cup of tea (three sugars 
and cream!) and engaging me in con- 
versation. I can’t make the little 
woman jealous, for I’m neither more 
beautiful nor more brilliant than she. 
My clothes are the thank-heaven- 
I-can-now-dress-as-I-please garments 
of a woman who is getting gray and 
plump, so I don’t sartorially out- 
shine the wife. Husbands think 
they’re not engendering any hurt 
feelings if they chat with me. All 
wrong! All wrong! 

PE s- let a husband sink down in 

ief beside a plain [ Turn to page 46 








ANDERSON & DELL, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS RICHARD AVERILL =MII 


Lattice-covered archways will frame pleasant vistas thru the 
garden. The woodwork is best softened with climbing vines 
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By Estelle H. Ries 


—_ you eat supper or kiss 


your wife on your porch with- 
out the whole neighborhood — 
taking it in? 

Have you an untidy neigh- 
bor or an unsightly vacant lot 
near by that you’d like to 
screen from view? 

Are you sure your garden wouldn’t look better 
fenced in white? 

And come to think of it, isn’t your garage a little 
disjointed from your house? 

Then try lattice. Once a makeshift ladder for sec- 
ond-story men to climb, lattice today is the gar- 
dener’s cure-all. It adapts itself to dozens of situa- 
tions and uses. You can buy it ready-made or build 
your own. Architects are using it. And interior deco- 
rators have taken it inside for new effects, even. 

On an open porch it provides semi-privacy with- 
out interfering with the view. Many a porch, simply 
by the addition of lattice, has its comfort doubled. 

In the garden, lattice combines pleasingly with 
structures of brick, frame, stucco, and other building 
materials. It no longer has to be used for vines only, 
but has a decorative value unadorned. 

Perhaps its most important, and surely its most 
popular use, is to shut off unsightly views from the 
street or living quarters. For as a decorative screening, 
lattice fences, pergolas, and gateways serve admirably. 

As a fence, lattice is intimate and appealing. It 
lacks the austerity and suggested unfriendliness of 
the masonry wall. It may be covered with almost im- 
penetrable vines and still have an airiness and light- 
ness that maintains privacy without being forbidding. 

The lattice fence also forms a simple background 
for flowers and shrubs, a much better arrangement 
than one which finds, them scattered about without 
such a background. A lattice fence, or better yet a 
pergola, will unite the house with the garage. Or re- 
peating a decorative latticework motif on both 
structures will do the same thing. 

There is a psychological as well as practical aspect 
to screening a garden with lattice—it it’s judiciously 
done. Partially concealed portions coyly arouse your 
imagination into picturing the step beyond. And they 

make possible, of course, a measure of quiet seclusion. 

Briefly, that’s what lattice will do for you. 





CHARLES 8. KEEFE, 


Planning Your Latticework 


Remember, in planning, that different combina- 
tions of spacing, size, and arrangement of the posts, 
rails, and strips will produce surprising results. Usu- 
ally they’re agreeable. A common fault is that one 
part is excessively light or heavy in relation to anoth- 
er. Avoid the use of thin lattice strips with very large 
posts, or vice versa. 

If you don’t want a fence entirely of lattice, give it 
distinction by adding a finish of lattice at the top, 
pleasantly proportioned in depth to the total height 
of the fence. Usually the diamond pattern gives a 
more pleasing effect than the square. 





ARCHITECT 


Lattice used as a screen gives privacy. 
The contrasting dark color against the 
white house adds considerable interest 









Blending with the garden® 
gates, simple lattice uni- 
fies the flower border and 
serves as a background 


MATTIE EDWARDS HEWITT 





Uninteresting walls become an important part of 
the garden design when lattice is skillfully used 


If you want your lattice to be decorative without 
any adornment, it ought to be more pretentious than 
the vine-clad, utilitarian lattice generally composed of 
monotonously repeated squares, rectangles, or dia- 
monds. This narrow range of design is wrongly applied 
to ornamental lattice—wrongly because many more 
decorative treatments are possible. Separate ornamen- 
tal panels may be inset, and other motifs introduced. 

Another principle to remember when you design 
your lattice is that its architecture must reflect and be 
consistent with the architecture of your garden and 
house. A pergola of classi> design can’t feel pleasantly 
disposed to a rambling little bungalow; nor can a rus- 
tic pergola rise to the dignity of a Georgian mansion. 

And don’t build a pergola unless it serves the spe- 
cific purpose for sc RS ast are intended—to sup- 
port vines and to provide a pleasant, shady walk 
leading logically from one place to another. There’s 
no reason for its existence where it leads nowhere. 


How to Buy or Make Your Own Lattice 


A lot of the lattice you see is tumbling down—most 
often because it was never put up properly. Lattice 
must withstand weathering. It must carry the weight 
of rapidly growing vines. Dry rot [ Turn to page 46 
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Invisible Values 


Look for them when you buy 


By Ruth M. Allison 


Tesi has a thrill all its own. 
A chair that’s to outlast scores of new dresses is just 
that many times more exciting to buy—more de- 
manding of thoughtful shopping. 

Whether it’s the first new pieces to greet you after 
the honeymoon, a few additions to add sparkle to 
the old theme, or a thoro “doing over’? now the 
youngsters are grown and life’s taken on a more 
leisurely tempo—whatever the occasion, make it the 
signal for an investment in /asting satisfaction. 

First, choose your store wisely. Good stores take 
pride in offering fine furniture, honestly priced, made 
by skillful workmen, and sold by men and women 
thoroly familiar with their stock, up to date on 
decorating trends, and truly interested in your needs. 
The manufacturer that gives his creations his own 
trademark shows his readiness to back them with 
his own name. Some go even further, registering 
pieces by number and certifying to their authenticity, 
quality, and value. You’ll find good furniture that’s 
not so registered and certified—but at least you’re 
sure, when you do find these marks, that you’re con- 
sidering a piece well worth buying. 


AND don’t try to get something for nothing. It’s 
an odd quirk of human nature that we shudder at 
spending a few hundred dollars for furniture, but 
unquestioningly invest in a new car every few years. 
Loudly advertised “‘colossal bargains” at cut-rate 
warehouses or so-called “‘wholesale’’ establishments 
may be real buys, but too often chiseled prices mean 
chiseled quality. Stores don’t operate for fun. If their 
prices don’t allow them a fair margin for overhead 
and profit, your new “‘bargain”’ is likely to be worth 
even less than you paid for it. 

So what price good furniture? Not so long ago 
the slim budget had to be content with few pieces 
or with second-rate stuff. Today, thanks to greater 
demand and more scientific production, it buys us 
good furniture without quaking. Charming little 
tables of many uses come for $9.50 to $19.50, smartly 
styled occasional chairs for $29.50 to $69.50, luxu- 
riously comfy upholstered chairs for $39.50 to $98.50. 
Sofas and davenports run into more money. 


WE ALL have to /earn toknow quality in furniture. 
We’re not born with the ability. So here are high 
points to consider when you buy: (1) good design 
and appropriateness, (2) utility and comfort, (3) 
livability that bespeaks hospitality and decorative 
beauty, and (4) excellence of construction and finish. 
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Likely you’ve already chosen your favorite style 
with an eye to what will fit best with your mode of 
living and type of home interior. Just be sure the 
design is fundamentally good, not freakish or faddy. 
There are so many delightful versions today— 
Eighteenth-Century English or French, Regency, 
Victorian, French Provincial, Early American, Colo- 
nial, Modern, and the new fashion-favorite, Swedish 
Modern. 


Nor quite sure which are which in all of these? 
Likely you'll find descriptive literature available 
where the furniture is shown, along with glimpses of 
the background and inspiration for the style, and 
intriguing bits of historic lore. A few exposures and 
you may find yourself making a hobby of collecting 
such material, learning things about interior decorat- 
ing that will give you just that needed assurance in 
furnishing your home. But if you’re still in doubt 
about the style to buy, in most good stores you'll 


Supporting corner blocks should be tightly screwed and glued 
into the corners of all chairs, sofas, tables, and other furniture 


pieces, because this is where the strain will come 


Inquire about the inner construction of your upholstered pieces. 
Ask if the springs are thoroly stitched to the web foundation, 
and tied and knotted 8 times with Italian flax blocking cord 


Good workmanship in the foundation sewing of upholstered 
pieces is very important. Once an expensive covering goes on it 


shouldn't have to be replaced for many years 


It takes the skilled art and time of a well-trained cabinet-maker 
to put the finishing touches to good carved pieces of furniture. 


maa You'll seldom find them sold at bargain prices 


really as important a part as the design 


PHOTOGRAPHS: GRAND RAPIDS FURNITURE MAKERS GUILD MANUFACTURERS 





Solid wood and dowel construction should be used where strength 
is essential, as in the structural parts of all the furniture you buy— 


Dust-proof, panels between the drawers or in the cabinets you 
use for storage, as well as ample storage space for individual 
needs, are something to look carefully for when you're buying 


Have your salesman carefully inspect with you any piece of 
furniture you're buying, checking, for example, on whether the 
drawers are well-built and move easily without sound or friction 


find well-trained, intelligent men and women who’ve 
spent years in the home-furnishing field and who will 
gladly give their help and advice. 

We listed excellence of construction and finish as 
cardinal virtues. They’re more than that—they’re 
vitally important. Forget design and feeling for a 
minute. Are the pieces you’re considering sturdy and 
substantially built? Is doweled construction used 
thruout? Are supporting corner blocks tightly 
screwed and glued into the corners of chairs, tables, 
and other pieces? Are the drawers smoothly finished 
and stained? Are they fitted with side or center 
glides, moving easily without sound, effort, or fric- 
tion? Are they moisture-resistant, not sticking even 
in damp weather? Are dust-proof panels provided 
between the drawers? Are the cabinets roomy and 
well planned for storage purposes? Are the mirrors 
clear and gleaming? Are the drawer pulls and other 
trimmings in keeping with the design? 

Don’t be afraid to ask ques- [ Turn to page 47 
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Home is the best night spot, thinks Hugh 





Herbert, cinema funster, who'd rather cook 


spaghetti at home than eat it ina swing palace 


By Elmer T. Peterson 


/ NETER reading much about the swift -Holly- 


wood pace, amorous escapades of fame-drunk New- 
riches, and the awesome 4-butler-7-maid homes of 
motion-picture stars, it was refreshing to drop in at 
Hugh Herbert’s little ranchhouse in the wilds of 
North Hollywood, where pigs are pigs, and the mod- 
est man of the house can talk intelligently about 
really significant things like spaghetti, stews, pie- 
crust, the cost of cabbage, how to make a pool, and 
how a person could make a living if our so-called 
civilization should blow up with a pale green bang. 

The star of ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ “Gold Diggers 
in Paris,’” and many other amusing pictures, is that 
way. 

He’s utterly without illusions or hallucinations in 
a mad world of pretense, bravado, and make-be- 
lieve. If you hadn’t seen him in pictures you might 
take him for the mayor of an Ohio town, selling hard- 
ware on the side. In fact, he’s called mayor of North 
Hollywood, tho this community, separated from 
Hollywood proper by a range of mountains, rambles 
lazily over the countryside to such an extent that his 
own place is called a “ranch,” being of ten acres. 

All this is meant by way of compliment on the part 
of one who is fed up on the serial polygamy and liqui- 
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bidinous traditions of a certain recogniz- 
able element of the movie colony. 

He once took an emaciated, anemic 
little boy into his home, fed him on goat’s 
milk from his own “‘ranch,” and saw him 
expand from 67 pounds into a chunk 
weighing 110. He got more satisfaction 
out of that than he would in landing a half-million- 
dollar contract. 

His chief hobby is gardening; he’s an enthusiastic 
student of botany; and he can cook some of the tasti- 
est dishes you’ll find in the San Fernando Valley. 

“T have proof that I’ve never gone Hollywood,” he 
says. “I’ve lived here ten years and stayed married 
to the same wife—in fact, we’ve been married twenty 
years. Some kind of a record, isn’t it?” 

One of the legends floating about the tranquil little 
white house is that of Geraldine, the pig. I asked 
him for it. 

“Geraldine was a dear little thing,” he mused. 
“She weighed only a few dainty pounds when she 
came into our lives; followed me around as affection- 
ately as a little dog. It was really touching.” 


HE PAUSED with a far-away look, and I could al- 
most see premonitions of a tear in the corner of his 
eye. His voice grew husky. 

“T had to be away for some time,” he resumed. 
“On returning I inquired about Geraldine. ‘Oh, 
she’s out in the pen,’ said the man-of-all-work. I was 
flabbergasted when I saw her. She was as big as a 
rhinoceros, and charged me with head down, not 











€ Quite modest is the cottage this 
doughty Scotchman calls home, 
located in the wilds of North 
Hollywood—of which city he’s 
mayor. He’s enthusiastic about 
gardening; his favorite sports 
are fishing, golf, and swimming 


Leave it to Cut-up Herbert to 
think of something like this—build- 
ing a room on the house to cover 
a garden pool! In hot weather the 
fountain in the center becomes 
a spray, and helps cool the room 


Vv 


SCOTTY WELBOURNE 


See how to build Hugh Herbert's 
portable barbecue, page 53 


A portable barbecue is just one indication 
of this picture star's interest in ‘‘eats.”” At 
upper left you see him starting a stew. Of- 
ten he’s cooked for a hundred guests. A 
good stew is one of the noblest works of 
man—or woman—insists Chef Herbert 


Vv 


recognizing her old friend and master. She chased me 
out of her boudoir and across the veldt. Later she 
raised a charming family of thirteen. But it was 
hard to get a perspective of the new Geraldine. I nev- 
er knew that pigs grew to such an incredible size.”’ 
One of the unique things about Herbert’s home is 
the pool in his living-room. Yes, a pool. It grew 
naturally out of a plain, homely circumstance. 


THE small house was once even smaller. In front 
was a pool about 4 x 8, where the boys liked to wade. 
Some one suggested putting a shelter over it, and 
Herbert was inspired. “I'll just build a room around 
it!” he declared. Now you may sit on a couch and 
listen to a fountain tinkling just behind you, facing 
a large fireplace where logs may be crackling in the 
keen California evening. Robert Taylor liked it so 
well he started talking about hav- [ Turn to page 5/7 


SCHUYLER CRAII 
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THE SCOTCH HAVE A 


By Jessie Pflanz 











= week my attic was just 
a blank—all floor and eaves. To- 
day it’s singing a gay plaid 
theme song and offering me the 
charming comfort of a combina- 
tion sleeping and sewing room! 

First, with fiberboard a 
skilled carpenter created a room 
of built-ins. Two comfortable 
beds are recessed like bunks. 
Small cupboards and a chest of 
drawers, a drop-leaf sewing ta- 
ble, and a niche for the sewing 
machine all conspire to leave a 
wide-open floor space, easy to 
care for, suggestive of roominesse. 












































ALTOGETHER my snug lit- 
tle hideaway recalls the interior 
of a Scotch nomad caravan. 
Bright plaid tailored bedspreads, 
short draw curtains of the same 
material, and the combination of 
unbleached muslin with plaid If you think the space in your attic, even if you've but a bungalow, is too small 
trimming to drape the sewing to use, drop in and enjoy the roominess of my “‘caravan under the eaves” 


machine stand out in saucy relief 
against walls tinted in yellow cream. My floor is cov- serve as sewing seats and add the final touch to 
ered with a multicolored, black-bordered linoleum. my romantic attic caravan. 

Two chairs fashioned from barrels I’ve padded, But attics aren’t the only places where plaids are 
cushioned, and covered with plaid and muslin. These holding their own, and will be (or so say the stylists) 
for at least another year or two. Kitch- 
ens, porches, and bedrooms are splashed 
with them these days. Like Scotch this- 
tles, they root themselves firmly and 
never do die out, but come bobbing up 
again every few years to flaunt their gay 
banners and add a brave tartan flavor 
to our homes. 




















It’s a funny thing about plaids, by the 
way. You know, of course, that they got 
their start in Scotland, but did you know 
that for all their merry colors they’re 
really symbolic of war? Tradition has it 
that each clan selected and wove its own 
tartans, boldly wearing them as a decla- 
ration of allegiance to its chosen band 
of kinsfolk. Later, as military organiza- 
tion advanced, the plaids were rewoven 
into regimental patterns, and today from 
over a hundred old clan tartans we’ve 
some thirty genuine and well-known 
regimental plaids from which to choose. 

Just a few years ago the trim black 
and white of Shepherd’s Plaid was in 
vogue for suits for Sock men and women. 
Right now it’s withdrawn to the back- 
ground, but those same [ Turn to page 28 








ILLUSTRATIONS BY WALTER YOUNG 


Ata surprisingly small outlay of money, | transformed my dull, 
drab kitchen into a bright, cheery place in which to work 
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Plum Conserve Wash 2 quarts Damson 

plums; cover with water; 
cook until tender. Remove seeds and chop; 
measure 6 cups plum pulp. Add 41% cups sug- 
ar, juice and grated rind of 1144 lemons and 
11% oranges, 3 cups seeded raisins; cook un- 
til thick and clear. Add 11% cups chopped nut 
meats; pour into sterilized glasses; cover with 
paraffin. Makes 24 6-ounce glasses. 


Blackberry and 
Apple Jelly 


Wash blackberries; add 
1 cup water to each 4 
quarts fruit; heat gradu- 
ally until color fades from pulp; mash while 
cooking. Strain juice thru wet, double cheese- 
cloth or cotton flannel bag. Remove blemishes 
from apples; cut but don’t core or pare. Add 
water just to cover; simmer until soft. Strain 
as above. For each batch of jelly, measure 14% 
cups apple juice and 4% cup blackberry juice; 
bring to boiling; skim. Add 114 cups sugar; stir until sugar dissolves. Cook rapid- 
ly until jelly sheets from spoon. Pour into sterilized glasses; cover with paraffin. 
Makes 3 6-ounce glasses. For best results make jelly in small batches. 





Ripe Grape and _ Slip skins from 2 pounds ripe grapes. Bring pulp to boil- 
Pineapple Jam __ ing; cover; simmer 15 minutes; sieve to remove seeds. Chop 

or grind skins; add to pulp. Measure 3 cups cooked grapes; 
add 1 cup canned, crushed pineapple, drained, and 61% cups sugar; mix thoroly; 
bring to full, rolling boil. Cook hard 1 minute, stirring constantly. Remove from 
heat; stir in % bottle fruit pectin. Skim; pour into sterilized glasses; cover with 
paraffin. Makes 10 6-ounce glasses. Fruit pectin cuts the corners on jelly making. 
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Main-Course Salads 





Combine 3 cups cooked, cubed chicken, % cup crisply Chicken-Stuffed 
fried bacon, 1 cup chopped celery with 44 cup mayonnaise. Tomato Salad 
Cut 8 medium tomatoes almost thru in six sections; press 
open; fill centers of tomatoes with salad; insert egg slices between tomato sec- 
tions; place tomatoes in lettuce cups. Pass additional mayonnaise and thin nut- 
bread sandwiches. Serves 8.—Lydia Steiskal, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Remove centers of tomatoes with spoon; sprinkle with salt; invert and chill. 
Other fillings are: Shredded cabbage, pineapple, and salad dressing; cooked, 
whole-kernel corn, green pepper, and sliced, skinned frankfurters; flaked crab 
meat, chopped celery, and sweet pickle; equal parts cottage cheese and grated 
American cheese with chopped, stuffed olives and nut meats; chopped cucumber, 
sliced radishes, and sour-cream dressing. 
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YOU SEE, PEGGY, FISH SALADS NEED 
THE EXTRA RICHNESS OF THIS 
REAL MAYONNAISE. ITS MADE JUST 
LIKE THE HOME TYPE- : 
WITHOUT STARCHY 
FILLERS. AND 
IT TASTES 
FRESHER 
EVEN THAN 
HOME-MADE ! 








Mayonnaise, you know, can’t be 
/ 4-4» any fresher than the salad oil 
used to make it. Our “FRESH-PRESS”’ 
Salad Oil is uniquely fresh, because we 
prepare it ourselves—fresh each day! 
It goes into our double-whipper right 
away. There it is mixed with freshly 
broken, whole eggs, our own special 
blena of vinegars, and choicest spices. 
Nothing else. No starchy fillers. It’s 
all mayonnaise! That’s why our two 
brands of Real Mayonnaise (Best Foods 
in the West; Hellmann’s in the East) 
taste so rich, so creamy and so FRESH! 











[twat NIGHT AT PEGGYS HOUSE 











"| BEST SHRIMP SALAD 


[} SMART LITTLE DADDY! | GOING TO MAKE ALL 
} PeGGy mape iT? | ' LEARNED IT | OUR saLaDs TASTE 
IN COOKING | — EINER, FRANK! 
CLASS! 





SAY, THIS IS THE SHE LEARNED ABOUT 
; REAL MAYONNAISE, MADE 
WEVE EVER HAD! WITH "FRESH-PRESS” 


AND You SAY OUR| NO KIDDING, | sarap oIL-AND THATS 






































IN THE WEST ® ~ 































COMBINATION SHRIMP SALAD 


1% cups cooked 
shrimp 
1 sweet, red- 
skinned apple, 
unpeeled 
Lemon juice 


%4 cucumber, scored 

8 celery curls 
Lettuce 
Hellmann’s or 
Best Foods Real 
Mayonnaise 


Slice unpeeled apple, cut slices in 
halves and dip in lemon juice to pre- 
vent discoloration. Slice scored cu- 
cumber crosswise and cut slices into 
halves. Cut 2-inch celery stalks in 
lengthwise strips, leaving one-fourth 
inch uncut at end. Place in ice water 
until curled. Arrange in lettuce cups 
a row of fruit and vegetables, with 
shrimp on either side, as illustrated. 
Serve with Real Mayonnaise. Serves 4. 






i 
q= IN THE EAST 
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BETTER FOODS & EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT + EDITED BY HELEN HOMER 


Y ino FIREPLACES PUFF with joy, for there’sall the fun 


of a picnic—meat lisping juicily over the hot grill, hun- 
ger-whipping fresh air, jobs for everyone—but none of 
those small, maddening vexations so likely to happen to 
deep-woods picnickers. A short sprint away is the kitch- 
en, source of any number of easy-to-make extras, tossed 
up hours before the crowd gathers. So—food’s on! Steak 
and coffee as you like them, thick slabs of French bread, 
and a tossed salad. And here are other meals that go 
to the beach in a gay basket or to the porch on a tray. 


FIDELIS HARRER 





* 

















No bugs in the butter nor sand in the salad on this backyard steak fry! As always, the man is chef for the picnic 
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‘MAIN DISH VEGETABLE 


Shore Bake—Fish 


or Clams 


Baked Sweet Potatoes Cole Slaw 


Corn in Husks 


How to Do: Get busy and forage for driftwood. Pull 
back corn husks; remove silks; rub corn with butter; re- 


Canned Shoestring 
Potatoes 


Surprise Hamburgers 
Picnic Buns 


How to Do: At home, press ground beef in very thin 
patties between waxed paper. Season chopped onion with 
steak sauce. Spread a layer of onion between two beef 


Corned Beef 
Cheese Slices 


Potato Chips Picnic Buns 


Tomato Slices 


How to Do: It’s a spur-of-the-moment picnic. Stop at 
the grocery and assemble the meal. Make full-meal 
sandwiches of corned beef, tomatoes, and cheese. Bring 


How to Do: For variety, spread boiled ham slices with 
mustard and horse-radish; stack sandwich fashion, three 
deep. Anchor center with toothpick. Broil gently until 


Grilled Steaks Potato Fries 


Corn on the Cob Hot Buttered 


How to Do: Appetites will go on a rampage, so have 
plenty of everything. Don’t overcook the food. It’s a 
common fault. Lightly browa chopped onion and sliced, 


Kabobs 


’ 


Baked Beans 
Picnic Style* 


Finger Salad 


Dressing 


How to Do: Kabobs are a Boy Scout deed. Alternate 
14-inch cubes of lamb, bacon slices, and onion on long, 
sharp sticks. Broil over hot coals. Cut onions lengthwise. 


Toasted Ham and Southern Okra* 
Cole-Slaw Sand- 
wiches* 
How to Do: Here’s a happy, down-South inspiration— 
ham, okra, and watermelon. Okra is often overlooked; 
see ““SO Good”’ recipe. For ice tea-sers, freeze mint leaves 


Savory Chipped Beef Turnips in Hot, 


on Fried Noodles* Seasoned Cream Sandwiches 


How to Do: A flavorsome way with chipped beef, anda 
quickie, too. Chill canned consommé overnight. Serve 
as is; just break up with a fork. Top with sieved, hard- 


Individual Meat 


Loaves 


Stuffed Peppers* 
Rye Bread 


How to Do: A kitchen-made picnic for serving in the 
yard or garden. Shape small meat loaves or bake in 
muffin pans or custard cups. Store cooked, drained 


*Recipes for “So Good Meals” on page 40 





ACCOMPANIMENT 


Shredded Red Cabbage 


Sour-Cream Dressing 


Pickles, Olives 


Garden Bowl* 


Seedless Grape and 
Peach Salad* 


Whole-Wheat Bread 


Vegetable Salad Bowl 


tN 
; 
-) 


DESSERT NICE TO SERVE 


Peaches, Watermelon, Coffee-Pot Coffee 
or Blueberry Pie 


place husks. Steam or bake with the meal. With clams 
serve drawn butter, melted in large clam shells. 


Caramel Nut Squares* Tomato Juice 


patties, pressing edges firmly. Place squares of waxed 
paper between patties and tote to the picnic. Broil over 
bed of coals, then tuck into huge picnic buns. Good! 


Chilled Cantaloupe Fruit Drink 


Halves 


a bucket half-filled with ice. When you arrive, place the 
tomatoes, cantaloupe, and bottled or canned fruit drink 
in the bucket; fill with water. They’ll chill pronto. 


Fresh Plums and 
Apricots 


Cherry Cool* 


Broiled Ham Cuts Succotash* Sliced Tomato, 
Cucumber and 
. Onion Rings 


piping hot. For floating colors, freeze lime- or cherry- 
flavored summer drink in cubes. These are gala for any 
fruit drink or punch bowl—cost near nothing. 


Sweet and Dill 
Pickle Slices 


Assorted Fruits 
Buns 


cooked potatoes; add undiluted evaporated milk; cover 
and brown slowly. Place a layer of corn husks under the 
corn; add boiling water; cover; cook 6 to 10 minutes. 


Chilled Pears Iced Coffee 


Thousand Island 


The cup-shape pieces are easy to skewer. Allow space 
between meat cubes for nice browning. Dip rolled, 
garden lettuce into small paper cups of salad dressing. 


Chilled Watermelon Mint-Pineapple 


Iced Tea 


in cubes of unsweetened pineapple juice. For sparkle, 
add ginger ale to iced tea. Try simmering a few sprigs 
of mint with sugar and water to sweeten lemonade. 


Jellied Consommé 
Celery Seed Crackers 


Cantaloupe Ring Filled 
With Fruit Cocktail 
and Lime Ice 

cooked egg and a stuffed olive slice. Cube or thinly 

slice turnips for quick cooking. Drain; season with hot 
cream and butter. Caution—cook only until tender. 


Fruit Ice Cream Crisp Cookies 


Coffee 


vegetables as carrots, string beans, and peas in jar with 
French dressing. Serve marinated vegetables inlettuce- 
lined bowl. Solves salad transportation problem. 


Better Homes & Garpens, August, /938 
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Lady, Be Cool! 


BEAT THE HEAT WITH THESE 
REFRIGERATOR DINNERS 


By Jean Byers 


Director, Better Homes & Gardens’ Tasting-Test Kitchen 









n Beans 


vits 
Chocolate 


| Whole-Wheat Rolls 
Iced Coffee 


FRIGIDAIRE 


= a smart refrigerator that can brave the 
demands of today’s snack-snitchers, thirsty 
beveragites, and hustling meal-makers and 
come up smiling. It’s an even smarter home 
manager who turns this same sleek and 
silent servant into a time-, pep-, and money- 
saver for herself. 

Yesterday we were lucky to hold perish- 
ables from one day to another in the dark 
little interiors of our refrigerators—to find 
room for much besides butter, milk, and 
meat. Today’s modern automatic and ice 
refrigerators are packed with possibilities 
for simpler meal plans and preparation, re- 
turn engagements for yesterday’s foods, 
speedy dinners from the emergency cold 
shelf, and easier, cooler, lighter repasts with 
less work as August plays hob with the 
mercury. Refrigerators, not grocery shops, 
are now the storage spots from which tempt- 
ing meals are planned. 


SCORE YOURSELF 


How cleverly do you take advantage of your modern 
refrigerator? Just give yourself ten points for each 


“ 


question to which you can honestly answer yes.” 


(-] Do you roast man-size meat cuts—introducing left- 
overs in cold slices, sandwiches, hearty salads? 

(-] Is cream sauce made up by the quart jar for soups, 
creamed vegetables, or scalloped dishes? 

[] Do you cook that indispensable potato for two 
meals—using extras for salad or hashed brown? 

| Are there jars of French dressing, mayonnaise, and 

salad dressing ready for any salad situation? 

Those strained-off fruit juices and pickle sirups—is 

there a jar for them with an eye to cold drinks and 

pudding sauces? 

] Have you hard-cooked eggs tucked away in ex- 

pectation of supper dishes, salads, garnishes? 

(_] Is there a corner for canned fruit, fruit beverages, 
and sea foods, all chilled for a midnight snack? 

-] Do you make up supplies of pastry and biscuit mix, 
liquid to be added, then the batch baked as usual? 

] Is there an emergency cold shelf in your refrigerator, 
housing canned meat and sandwich spreads for the 
picnic or porch supper? 

Are you careful not to place hot or warm foods in 
your refrigerator? 


= 


= 


Now add the total. This figure will tell 
you the percentage of use you’re making of 
your refrigerator. 

But maybe you’ve tried this business of 
holding foods from one day to the next, and 
have groaned over dried [ Turn to page 42 


nd Orange Slices 
Custard Pie 





Watermelon 
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e ice refrigerator on 
ng, au gratin potatoes, 
oven, a tomato aspic 
waiting to be served. 


Sunday's dinner read 
Saturday—chicken fo 
spinach cups ready f 
mold, and summertim 
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REFRIGERAT 
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OR ICKIE NO. 4 





; Assort sd Cuts 
Corn on the Cob 4 Potato Salad 
Hot t Beets 
Hard Rolls Jelly 


Marble Mousse Refrigerator Cookies 









VICKIE NO. 3 
t Nectar 


REFRIGERAT 
Chilled 


Molded Tom Cheese Ring 
Hot Biscuits Jelly 
Cocon Cream 
Refrigerat e Squares 

| 





SERVEL ELECTROLU * 





VITALAIRE 








Biscuits on call for t 
triple the recipe. Sift fl 
cut in shortening; add 
Replace the remaining 


a dozen. Double or 
t, and baking powder; 

when ready to bake. 
dy for the next call. 








Campbell’s 





bring the garden to your table 
in this s“perb Tomato Juice! 


ICTURE row upon row of verdant vines, 

pendent with luscious tomatoes. Big, red, 
firm fellows . . . soaked in the Summer’s sun. 
Tomatoes that jealously guard Campbell’s world- 
wide reputation ! 


They are picked at the peak, pressed lightly for 
their finest juice, sealed without delay. No wonder 
Campbell’s Tomato Juice has such a sunny, nat- 
ural color... such a lively taste. Campbell’s special 
canning method keeps the flavor garden-fresh . . . 
retains the valuable vitamins. 


Pour yourself a glass today, chilled and rosy-red. 
Feel it slake your deepest thirst, put a fine point 
on your appetite. Serve it to your family and guests. 
They’ll like it, for Nature made it a grand drink— 
Campbell’s keep it that way ! 


Caml, 
TOMATO JUICE 


with the garden-fresh flavor! 


g-OFF WITH 
THEN TOMATO ICE 


is a 

any meal 's 

t any ! pee 
Almosr cal for havin’ 
better ™ toms ice 








One for 


Designed by 


Tu IS house was designed for George, 
who has a wife and a youngster and 
who’s someday going to have another 
youngster or two. George is a nice 
young guy. He’s a lot like yourself, 
maybe. He wants the right sort of 
home to bring his family up in, a well- 
built, good-looking home in the right 
part of town. It must have three 
bedrooms. 

But George is no plutocrat. You 
can understand what he’s up against. 

The best way out for George is to 
build a small house particularly 
adapted to him—one tailored to fit. 
This is it—this house designed by 
Brunet. It’s a small, minimum-cost 
house. But that needn’t worry you. 
It’s the way it is with a small car. A 
small car today will do amost every- 
thing a big one will. It will go almost 
as fast, stop as quickly, and ride as 
easily. Even the front seat is wide 
enough for three. 

That’s how it is with this house— 
small, but designed for big living 
capacity. Tho Brunet injected enough 
of the esthetic into the result to give 


Re Sa eee 
Farewell 


By Walter Adams 


ConsIDER the strange case of 
John Doakes. He’s never been up be- 
fore an insanity commission. Nobody 
has ever called him queer, even. But 
you judge for yourself. 

His case dates back to the winter of 
1920, when he bought his first car. In 
those days he had two morning chores: 
tend the furnace and start that car. It 
was a good car. It got you there and 
got you back. The salesman called it 
“self-starting.” But that was a lie, for 
Doakes had to pour boiling water over 
the carburetor and rip himself out at 
the crank before she’d go. 

Last year Doakes got his fifth new 
car since the 1920 model. It has cost 
him an average of $408 a crack, but 
he’s got perfection now. Push the but- 
ton and away you go. She’s never 
balked. Let her try it, just once, and 
he’ll trade the thing in just like that. 
Get a car that'll start. 

Yet in spite of his mania for com- 
fort, Doakes still fires his furnace the 
1920 way. Fighting sleep, shivering, 
he stumbles out of bed into the cold, 
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Your Money 


Architect James A. Brunet, Minneapolis 


it spirit, his approach was purely 
practical. The exterior is simple, 
which makes for economy. 

Note how the shingles on the side- 
walls give a decorative texture. Win- 
dows are larger than usual to effect a 
coyness of scale. The reveal of the en- 
trance is both a welcome shelter and 
an attractive detail simply achieved. 
The attached garage enhances the 
apparent size of the house, and the 
two are tied together with a chimney 
centering on the garage roof. In short, 
the whole of the exterior relies on sim- 
ple treatments of homely materials. 

If you or George don’t need the 
second and third bedrooms now, you 
can wait until later to finish the sec- 
ond floor. A dormer in the rear pro- 
vides cross-ventilation. 


ln THE kitchen there’s eating space 
for four, and the large bay at one end 
of the living-room accommodates a 
drop-leaf table for special occasions. 
lor a friend or relative stopping over 
the week-end, there’s a roll-away bed 
in the closet at the [ Turn to page 29 


TO FURNACE FIXING 


still dark and trots down to the base- 
ment, where coal dust is thick and gas 
rolls up to choke him. 

The strangest thing about Doakes’ 
case is, really, that 11 out of 12 of his 
countrymen never have considered it 
strange. They’re still firing with 
equipment that’s obsolete. It’s not 
that America hasn’t the money. 
There’s an automatic refrigerator in 
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Another compact, economical Bildcost Gardened Home tailored to fit a family of four or five. 
Working plans, available from Better Homes & Gardens, conform to the construction standards of 
the Federal Housing Administration. How much will it cost you to build this house? See page 29 


Here's what it'll cost to take the headaches and dirty work 
out of next winter's heating chores. But if you're going to 


do it, do it now. When winter comes, it'll be tdo late 


one out of every three American 
homes, and last year alone Americans 
dished out 450 million for radios— 
roughly three times what went for 
automatic heating. 

The trouble is that no one has ever 
sold Doakes on automatic firing. He 
doesn’t know what it costs, what it 
saves. I don’t suppose you and he 
want any sugges- | Turn to page 48 























DRAWINGS BY SIGMAN-WARD 




























No fuss, no muss; another clean, livable 
room... Left, conversion oil unit with burn- 
er exposed; center, gas unit showing burner; 
above, oil unit with burner inclosed and 
air-conditioning unit attached on the right 










28 


Three mistakes 
... inthe bride’s house! 
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Spic-—and—span new, the vanity skirt was something to make 
friends chirp with delight. But not after the little 
bride tubbed it. Her lazy soap just couldn't wash 
clean. And nobody had the courage to tell her——"Change 
to Fels—Naptha Soap. It gets all the dirt!" 
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Banish "Tattle—Tale Gray" with FELS—NAPTHA SOAP! 


NEW! Great for washing machines! 
COPR. 1938, FELS & CO. Try Fels-Naptha Soap Chips, too! 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, August, 1938 





The Scotch 
Have a Plaid for It 


[ Begins on page 18 | 


stylists promise that we'll have it back 
with us before long. And when we do it 
will be fun to recall that it’s said that this 
smart pattern is really a gift from the 
humblest of the Scotch shepherds of the 
Highland hills. Having no dyes, they wove 
their cloth from wool just as it came from 
their sheep—black and white. 


Bur back to plaid kitchens. Just recent- 
ly I gave my own food center the once- 
over in plaid effect without letting the 
transformation become too permanent. 
Experience has taught me that the easiest 
way to keep abreast of the times on a 
limited budget is to use neutral back- 
grounds to which I can always add the 
accessory colors and patterns of the day 
at slight expense. 

My kitchen walls and woodwork were 
all done in a creamy ivory, the floor cov- 
ered with black and cream linoleum. After 
thoroly washing the walls and ceiling and 
waxing the floor, the total cost of trans- 
forming the kitchen was ¢wo dollars! This 
included a can of quick-drying Chinese 
red enamel, two yards of plaid oilcloth, 
and a plaid-patterned flower pot. My 
table and chairs were painted and given 
touches of the oilcloth—a runner for the 
table and seat covers for the chairs. Strips 
of the oilcloth were thumb-tacked inside 
the glass doors of the cupboards, and a 
tailored valance of the same material 
added to top off the dotted window cur- 
tains. As a finishing touch I introduced 
ivy plants, a plaid shelf-covering, and, 
just for fun, red tassels on the kitchen 
window shades! 


Or IT may be your porch that needs 
redoing. If it’s open to the weather, 
you’re limited as to floor covering and fur- 
nishing, but by no means as to cheerful 
colorings. We’ve been using gray and 
taupe so long that we too often think of 
these shades in connection with porch 
paint. So why not a more subtle note for a 
change? 

Lately I had such fun touching up an 
old front porch that I’m going to tell you 
about it. For the floor I used a bright 
green paint mixed with one quarter the 
amount of gray; that is, to a quart of 
green paint, half a pint of gray. Thoroly 
mixed, this gave a soft, bay-leaf green. 
The railings and columns were painted 
ivory to match the house. Over the floor I 
used a woven grass rug of red, black, and 
green plaid. A couple of wicker chairs and 
a small table were painted with the same 
gray-green and trimmed with black. Then 
we added gay chair cushions of a plaid 
which matched the rug, and wound up by 
arranging black, red, and green flower pots 
with growing plants on the rail. You'd 
never recognize the drab old porch, and 
the whole thing cost pleasingly little. 


lk YOU’RE planning to paper your bed- 
room walls and are thinking of plaid, do 
search out soft shades and tones and avoid 
the brighter patterns. After all, you may 
have to live with your choice when the 
popular vogue is gone, so don’t grow too 
plaid-minded. A clever thought is to have 
one wall a plaid, the others plain, or three 
walls plaid, one plain. 
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One for Your Money 


[ Begins on page 26 | 


end of the living-room. In the bedroom 
downstairs there are two closets. 

The large size of the vestibule closet 
may seem unwarranted, but it provides a 
handy “active” storage space for those 
golf clubs, tennis rackets, bags, and so on, 
not to mention the overcoats and hats 
that must be taken care of for a party. 

A full basement will take the weekly 
laundry when the weather prohibits dry- 
ing clothes outdoors. The eat half is a 
recreation and hobby room with a cozy 
fireplace nook at one end. 

The house requires a 50-foot-wide lot, 
which is becoming a standard minimum 
width in many cities and suburban areas. 
Adjusting the floor levels of the house and 
the garage will take care of a sloping lot. 


Now you can see why the house fits 
George and his growing young American 
family. Or why it fits you if you need a 
good bit of living room but haven’t seven 
or eight thousand to pay for it. 





Now, how much will it cost you? 


We've prepared a list of all materials needed to 
build this house. Using this list, your architect, build- 
ing-material dealer, or builder can figure the exact 
cost to you. We can’t accurately state that cost here 
because building costs are high in some communities, 
low in others. Send d two three-cent stamps for this 
list. Use coupon below. You are in no way obligated. 


This ‘list of materials is only’ one part of Better 
Homes & Gardens’ Bildcost Service. If the cost is right 
and you decide to build this house, we'll send you the 
necessary plans, specifications, and contract forms for 
the nominal price of $5 for one set, $1 for additional 
sets. For all practicable purposes, three sets are neces- 
sary—one for your architect, contractor, and yourself. 


BILIZOS Better Homes & Gardens’ 


Bildcost Service is a regular 

feature of the magazine. 
REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. No matter where you live 
—East, West, North, or South—there’s a Bildcost 
Gardened Home for you and your family. Send 25 
cents for the Better Homes & Gardens’ Book of Bild- 
cost Gardened-Home Plans. It contains descriptions 
of 45 other homes designed by outstanding architects. 


The design and construction of all Bildcost homes 
conform to Federal Housing Administration standards. 


Better Homes & Gardens 
5908 Meredith Building 
Des Moines, lowa (Please Check) 


[_] Send me the List of Materials to enable me 
to learn the exact cost to build Bildcost 
Home. No. 808 in my own community. | 
inclose two 3-cent stamps. 


(1) Send me your Book of Bildcost Gardened- 
Home Plans and the List of Materials for 
Bildcost No. 808. | inclose 31 cents. 





29 


While your amar ¢ suffer 






through sweltering pe ,) days 
and sleepless 4aNnights, you 
can make your home an oasis" 


of cool comfort, te “simply by 





ah Insulation. Scientifically 
applied by an approved J-M con- 


tractor, it lowers room tempera- 





and ge reduces fuel bills 


ASF . mw Up to 30%. But get the 


whole fascinating story...and 


details of convenient monthly 
payment plan...Mail the coupon 


for FREE BOOK. 
JOHNS-MANVILLE 


**Blown’’ Rock Wool Home Insulation 


FREE BOOK tells the complete 


fascinating story about J-M Home Insulation 























Vv 


JOHNS-MANVILLE, Dept. BHG-8, 22 East 40th Street, N. Y. C. 


Send FREE illustrated book telling whole amazing story of 
J-M HOME INSULATION, I am interested in insulation for my 
Present home []); for new construction [] (please check). In 
Canada, write to Canadian Johns-Manville Company, Ltd., 
Laird Drive, Toronto, Ont. 


MAIL THE COUPON 





Name 





Address 








City State 











See. 








BETTER GARDENS 


BETTER FOODS AND EQUIPMENT 





1 This handcraft book shows how to make a 
variety of rag dolls and is written to be clear 
to a crafter under 10, yet intriguing for old- 
sters. Contrive dollies of scrapbag loot! [ Book 
Dolls to Make, by Edith Flack Ackley, $2, 
Frederick A. Stokes Co., 443 4th Ave., New 
York City | 


2 Monogrammed cork coasters, dubonnet 
or blue under your initials, are $3.50 a dozen 
in stores. [Schaff & Coles, 15122 Merchandise 
Mart, Chicago] 3 White wire terrace trays 
have glass bases, clear or with red, blue, or pale 
green lacquer showing thru to color the glass 
from beneath. [In stores or express collect, 
WT-81, 9-inch, $1.10; WT-814, 8- x 14-inch, 
$1.75. George Koch Sons, Evansville, Ind. | 
4 Initialed paper tea napkins are 9-inch size, 
have matching cardboard coasters; 72 napkins 
and 8 coasters, $1. [ Milwaukee Paper Supply 
Co., Milwaukee, Wis. | 


5 A 234-inch door-closer for cupboards, cabi- 
nets, and screen doors grips the door, holds 
it closed. To be placed inside, it’s easily in- 
stalled with 4 screws and doesn’t show when 
the door is closed! [ Snugger, 35 cents, The 
Casement Hardware Co., 406 N. Wood St., 
Chicago | 6 This door arm braces the door 
ajar 2 inches for inquiry or a breeze, yet holds it 
securely. Unlatched, arm swings down on the 
casing and, with ordinary heed, is non-marring. 
It comes in cast brass or bronze. [ About $2.50, 
Sargent & Co., New Haven, Conn. | 


7 Christine Holbrook favors this quaint 
Early American type clock as accent for in- 
formal bookshelves. Finished in honey-maple 
tone, it has dainty corner posies on the dial, 
and its horizontal mirror panel catches a gleam 
of sunshine! [ Primrose, self-starting electric, 
614 x 234 x 8\4% inches high, $9.95, with 8-day 
spring wound time movement, $9.95; Seth 
Thomas Clocks, Thomaston, Conn. } 
Flower scents for household linens: 8 pastel 
tinted plastic leaves 414 inches long are of 
flower fragrances. | Fae. celo, 25 cents each 
postpaid, Origin, Inc., 224 S. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago | I learn that (9) dried lavender flow- 
ers cost $1.50 a pound, and (10) true-scent 
sachet powders are 50 cents for a small jar. To 
tuck among your linens, make tiny ribbon 
sachets and fill with either the dried lavender 
flowers or scent with the sachet powder. 
[ Vaughan’s Seed Store, 601 W. Jackson Blvd., 

Chicago ] 11.On a southern trip, Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Frese located Vetiver, a naturally per- 
fumed dried root for linen-closet scent. [ 5 small 
or 2 large packets, 25 cents; 1 pound, $1.50; 
Louisiana Vetiver Farms, Hammond, La. | 


12 To market I go with a gay duck fold-up 
basket, sturdy metal base and frame. Picnick- 
ing, it folds on the trip home. [ 174 x 11 x 7 


Rockford, Ill. | 


inches; Metwood Mfg. Co., 





Alfred Carl Hottes 





BUILDING AND REMODELING 


John Normile 





























































For jiffy snacks, new spiced crackers (13) are 
Sunshine caroflakes, with caraway seeds, 10 
cents for a 6-ounce box; and Sunshine cocktail 
crackers, having celery seed, 18 cents for a 12- 
ounce box. 14 Ocean Spray cranberry juice 
cocktail is about 15 cents a pint. [ Cranberry 
Canners, Inc., South Hanson, Mass.]| 15 Spam, a 
ready-to-serve meat, is 33 cents for a 12- 
ounce can. [ Geo. A. Hormel & Co., Austin, 
Minn. |] To make these rolled appetizers on 
the tray, slice Spam and spread with cream 


cheese. Roll and hold with toothpicks. 16 In- 
— il canape trays, of bentwood, measure 

14 x 64% inches, 4 trays for $2. 50. 
Or erton Co., § 


[S. E. 


South Haven, Mich. | 





17 Have you seen this Radio Nurse? The white 
unit, plugged into an electric outlet in the 
nursery or an ill person’s room, picks up all 
sounds. Take the brown unit about the house. 
When it’s plugged into any outlet on the same 
circuit, you hear these messages perfectly. 


[ $29.50, Zenith Radio Corp., Chicago | 





Residence marker (18) has lettering cast in 
one aluminum piece surfaced to reflect motor 
headlights, to be seen at night. [ Pattern charge 
$5 plus 30 cents each for 24-inch letters; 
Garret Thew Studios, Westport, Conn. ] 19 
As a lawn ash tray or for an outdoor bloom, 
this 37-inch pointed wrought-iron stake, cor- 
roded Pompeian-green finish, includes colorful 
4-inch pottery jar. [ $1.50, John F. Lambert, 
Garrison Hall, Boston, Mass. | 


HOME FURNISHINGS 


Christine Holbrook 
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COMING... 


COMING 


bi ON THE WAY ... one of the 
most interesting issues we’ve ever 
published—we think you'll agree. 

For instance . . . you'll chuckle 
with the irrepressible Corey Ford in 
his frantic gymnastics to avoid get- 
ting caught in the flow of a stream- 
lined house . . . you'll delight and 
enthuse and marvel with Margaret 
Sangster and Doris Hudson Moss as 
they tell you—one in poetry, the 
other in prose and pictures—about 
a magnetic little boy and little girl 
whose home’s “at sea on a boat” 
with their equally magnetic and in- 
teresting father and mother .. . you'll 
revel in the restful facts as Ray Giles 
takes s/eep apart and shows you what 
makes it go and how to “Let Go 
and Sleep’”—rainbow’s end for in- 
somniacs, Sandman’s helper for 
everybody . .. and you'll go to 
Hollywood, with 
Gladys Denny 
Shultz, for an 
enjoyable and 
helpful visit with sweet little Shir- 
ley Temple herself. 

Then, Christine Holbrook brings 
you some bright reflections on mir- 
rors—what to do with them and what 
they do to your rooms . . . some 
do’s and don’t’s in furnishing and 
decorating . . . two pages of ideas for 
you which Mrs. Holbrook picked up 
in a cross-country jaunt ...a feature 
on lamps you won’t want to miss 

. and many other helpful hints 
for happy homemakers. 

Both surprises and downright 
sound helpfulness await you in the 
garden department . . . tips on what 
to do, how and when to doit... fall- 
planting pictures and directions. . . 
valuable hints about houseplants. . . 
beginning: a series of interesting 
word-sketches about garden person- 
alities . . . among other special fea- 
tures for home-lovers everywhere. 

In building— 
John Normile 
brings you some 
homes that are 
out of the ordinary but in league 
with your pocketbook . . . a feature 
for remodelers . . . three new homes 
in white . . . plus many worth-while 
aids to builders and remodelers. 

Ah! In foods, there’re those so- 
easy menus for SO Good Meals, fea- 
turing first-course salads; and the 
Cooks’ Round Table next month 
takes up appetizers and pickled 
whole fruits and vegetables. 

And, oh yes—did I tell you to look 
for the two pages about breakfast 
nooks? They’re from the kitchens of 
Better Homes & Gardens families. 

I could go on for many, many para- 
graphs, boasting about this big, next 
issue—but here’s the bottom of the 
page. See you next month.—The 
Editor's Secretary. 
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WHY DONT YOU 
JOIN OUR JELLY- 
MAKING CLUB? 


ITS FUN/ 


MEMBERS DELIGHTED with 
club prizes and easy, time- 


saving way to make perfect 
jam and jelly...with CERTO! 







PICTURE 


ePEARING IN THE M-G-¥ 
“port OF 
SEVEN SEAS 

_—— 









ONLY % MINUTE BOIL 
FOR JELLIES - ONLY ONE 
MINUTE FOR JAMS... 


WHEN YOU USE GERTO/ 








ACTUALLY 
HALF AGAIN 
MORE GLASSES 
WHEN YOU 
MAKE JAMS 
AND JELLIES 


WITH CERTO/ 
















Frances Lee Barton, famous 

cooking authority and head of 

nation-wide Jelly-Making Club, 

says: “Think of it! With Certo you 
can finish a whole batch of delicious 
jam or jelly in just 15 minutes 
after your fruit is prepared!” 


“I'll never make jelly without Certo 
again!” writes Mrs. H. W. Ryder, Chicago 
member of the Jelly-Making Club. “With that 
short 4 minute boil, no juice has a chance to 
boil away and I average 11 glasses instead of 7!”” 









FAR FINER FLAVOR, TOO! 


Tested Recipes 


No “boiled-down” taste to jams and jellies made with Certo! ‘ ery tse 
- ; ‘ abe very 
Due to that short boil, no flavor boils off in steam—so jams and Bottle of Certo 


jellies have the rich lusciousness of the fresh, ripe fruit! You 
never need to worry about failure, either! Certo makes all 
fruits jell perfectly! A product of General Foods. 

Copyright, General Foods Corp., 1938 


\/ SEND IN THIS MEMBERSHIP COUPON TODAY! 






FRANCES LEE BARTON, Battle Creek, Michigan BH 8-38 
Please send me FREE—60 assorted jelly glass labels and your new booklet, 
“Fun For Jelly-Makers,”” which contains many interesting recipes on how to 
use jam and jelly to perk up humdrum meals—also directions on how to get 


the Certo 10 piece Jelly-Making Kit. 






Name Street 





City State 


(This offer expires Dec. 1, 1938—good only in U.S. A.) 
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BREAKFAST! 


Budge and Sue are on the run 
Regardless of the tumbles, 
They’re racing down to 
share the fun 
Of eating Whole Wheat 
Krumbles! 


Tue family gets a lot of nour- 
ishment in Kellogg’s Whole 
Wheat Krumbles. These crisp, 
delicious shreds have more than 
a captivating flavor—they con- 
tain proteins, carbohydrates, 
iron, phosphorus, plus the nat- 
ural vitamin B, of wheat. And 
these are vital aids in promoting 
strong bodies and energy. 

In Kellogg’s Krumbles, the 
wheat has not only been shred- 
ded, but deliciously flavored— 
and krumbled too! Easy to eat 
—and easy to digest. 

Order Whole Wheat Krumbles 
tomorrow, oven-crisp, ready to 
eat. Sold by grocers everywhere. 
Made by Kellogg in Battle Creek. 
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The folks next door invited their niece to 
spend the summer, sorta expecting she might 
help out around the house, and now they're 
serving her breakfast in bed. 


a 


On a summer evening, supper outdoors 
at sundown is near the high tide of life 
..-A late round of golf, a bit of garden- 
ing, some tennis, or maybe a swim helps 
the appetite and brings that delicious 
fatigue ... And you must linger over it as 
dusk falls and the stars come out... If 
that’s not ecstasy, it’s a reasonably inti- 
mate approach to bliss. 


++ + 


There’s only one proviso. Your outdoor 
supper must be eaten under the open sky 
in your own backyard ... even if it’s only 
a tiny garden, a terrace the size of a 
bathroom. 

Picnics, after all, merely emphasize the 
luxury of eating just outside your own back 
door. 


> + 


“My husband," complains Phyllis Gowan, 
“always jeers at pretty knickknacks and 
fancy touches around our house. But when he 
sees a house without 'em he says it looks like 
a barn.” 


++ + 


That family in the big house on the 
corner puzzles me . . . They plant an 
elaborate garden and trot out a lot of 
fancy outdoor furniture, and then hurry 


j away for the summer and don’t return 


until after Labor Day. 
+++ 


It's marvelous how the youngsters take 
these new gadgets in their stride... I 
caught the b. g., who's 7, trimming the 5- 
year-old b.b.s hair with my electric razor, 


and a lot handier with it than I am! 
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It's odd how much more modern we feel 
looking at the family movies than-our parents 
used to seem with their photograph albums. 


+ 2 co. 


Alas, it takes years for a wife from a 
co-ed college to get over the idea that 
anything with mayonnaise on it is a 
hearty dish for a man. 


> 2 > 


“Like most men,” confesses Les Gowan, 
“I suffer from alternate fits of leaving 
everything out where the mess appalls me, 
and then putting them away tidily where I 
can’t find ’em for the life of me.” 


+++ 


We've decided that bicycles are fairly sat- 
isfactory substitutes for saddle horses... . | 
bought the b. w. one for her birthday, com- 
plete with bell, lamp, speedometer, and bas- 
ket, to tempt her to cycle with me, because a 
grown man doesn't feel quite so silly on a 
wheel if his wife's along. 


+++ 


Husbands who never get into the con- 
nubial hall of fame: the one who nags his 
wife to throw a big party, and afterward 
tells her it would have been cheaper to 
buy the guests the most expensive table 
d’hote dinner in town..... the one who 
won’t go shopping with his wife but does 
not like any of the clothes she buys... . 
the one who brags that his best friend’s 
wife keeps her grocery bill down to $8 a 
week, forgetting that they don’t have two 
children and that they eat out twice a 
week. 


++ + 


The old cynic across the street, who drove 
to California with his trailer last summer, 
took his vacation this year by sleeping in it in 
his own backyard, keeping the motor running 
occasionally, and living on canned salmon. 


+++ 


The newlyweds across the street had rocks 
from 19 different states in their car when they 
returned from their first summer vacation to- 
gether, just lolling around for two weeks. Now 
they're willing to pay express charges on 
rocks from the other states. 
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“The newlyweds . . . had rocks 


from 19 different states” 
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Perhaps it would throw a different light 
on the male movie stars if the smitten 
girls realized that they sometimes show 
each other the 25-page mash notes they 
receive. 

ae a 


Some of the younger children nowadays 
are inclined to be a little astonished if they 
see in the kitchen any food that did not 
come out of a can; they scarcely believe it’s 
natural. 

+++ 


Reading still seems to be the only thoroly 
reposeful pleasure. . . . After finishing a novel 
you never need bicarbonate of soda, and a 
biography doesn’t bring a hangover... . 
Even the most lurid murder mystery doesn't 
bring such jitters as many a Saturday-night 
party. 

+++ 


A good time to diet, of course, is when 
the cost of living is advancing 30 percent 
while your salary advances only 10 per- 
cent; then the pain is virtually cut in half. 


++ + 


Some of us who own our own homes take 
as much time, alas, to get around to repairs 
or renovation as the worst landlord ever did! 

+ + + 


Rocking chairs are coming in again, and 
maybe a bit of luminous paint on the rockers, 
so you can see ‘em in the dark, will help make 
‘em popular. . . . But I'm waiting for an old- 
time rocker done in shiny chromium. 


SKETCHES BY GEORGE CALLAHAN 
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. . maybe a bit of luminous paint 
will help make ‘em popular” 


Wives whose husbands are likely to for- 
get to kiss them: fastidious darlings who 
frequently invite attractive bachelors 
(extra men) to dinner, but never by any 
mischance a pretty girl . . . . the con- 
siderate soul who tells her husband 
that he doesn’t spend enough time with 
the children, when he’s working nights so 
she can go away for the month of August 
. ... the spouse who gets petulant when 
husbands discuss politics. 


+++ 
It’s a pleasure, of course, to pay taxes; 
but we householders get a little skeptical of 


public servants who work less and live 
better than their masters. 


—HARLAN MILLER 











Shocked by My Own 
Child’s Loving Gift 











TRADEMARK REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. @ MADE BY PROCTER & 


My pride was hurt but I suddenly saw how red 
and crude my hands looked to others 


Even before Patsy’s big cake of Ivory 
was used up—I could see a difference 
in my hands. And before long they 
looked much smoother. Let me tell 
you—lI’ll never again use ordinary 
washday soaps for dishes. Ivory Soap 


really protects sensitive skin. Try 
Ivory for your dishwashing—it actu- 
ally costs less to use for dishes than 
strong granulated soaps—only about 
a penny a day. Ask at your store for 
“Large-Size”’ Ivory. 


IVORY SOAP 


for dishes helps keep your hands smooth 
99“ho% pure... It floats 


See.. Btn . . Page 57 









ABOUT 


Infantile 
Paralysis 





Science now believes it’s hot on the trail of 





this villain, this dread enemy of all childhood 


By Gladys Denny Shultz 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS’ CHILD CARE AND TRAINING DIRECTOR 





Better Homes & Gardens sent Mrs. Shultz, Child Care and Training 
Director of the magazine, and herself the mother of two children, to Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, to get these latest findings on infantile paralysis 


eae paralysis—the very name 
sends a yearly shudder of fear thru the 
nation. What is it? How is it contracted? 





























What can be done to halt its cruel assault 

on the health and life of our children? As 

its season comes fatefully closer—August and 
September are its peak months, tho it may begin 
in early summer—members of the staff of the 
University of Michigan Medical School are exert- 
ing every effort to find a means for combating 
this untamed disease foe of childhood. 

The name “‘infantile paralysis” is really a mis- 
nomer. Infants seldom get it (under one year 
they’ve a natural immunity), and only a very 
small percentage of those who contract the disease 
are actually paralyzed. On the other hand, persons 
of all ages are susceptible, tho children from four 
to ten are the most frequent victims. The correct 
name of the disease is poliomyelitis (the “y” and 
the next to the last “i” are long). Those who work 
with it call it “polio” for short. 


ACTUALLY this wily fugitive from science has 
moved into first place among childhood scourges 
only because smallpox and diphtheria have largely 
been done away with by immunization, and the 
after-effects of measles and scarlet fever can be 
pretty well controlled. There is still rheumatic 
fever, which cripples the heart. Compared with 
other epidemics which have run thru the child 

opulation, polio attacks each year a comparative- 
ly few. 

Is known to attack, we should say, for medical 
authorities believe that it’s rare only in its crip- 
pling form, that many persons have polioand never 
know it as such but simply as a mild infection, yet 
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henceforth are immune. This, they argue, is the 
reason why epidemics claim as few victims as they 
do—most of us have already had it. Eventually 
some method will surely be found for testing im- 
munity to polio just as the Dick and Schick tests 
now reveal immunity to scarlet fever and diph- 
theria. Then parents may breathe more easily dur- 
ing August and September. 


Or COURSE, when the crippling form does 
strike, results are so spectacular that polio inspires 
a dread out of all proportion to the tally of its 
victims. But percentage means nothing to you or 
me if a child of ours is attacked or left helpless. 
So no matter how small the probable danger, we 
can’t be blamed for crying out to science that 
something must be done. 

What Dr. A. C. Furstenberg, dean of the medi- 
cal school of the University of Michigan and 
leader for 1938 in the war against poliomyelitis, 
and his colleagues, Dr. I. Jerome Hauser and Dr. 
Max M. Peet, are doing just now is testing the 
effect of a nose spray of zinc sulphate upon a dog’s 
ability to smell. 

It sounds far-fetched, but there’s a real con- 
nection between these tests and the campaign 
against polio. You read in the newspapers last 
fall that a new immunization method had been 
developed and was being used in the 1937 epi- 
demic—a spray of 1 percent zinc-sulphate solution 
applied high up in the nostrils. Perhaps you had 
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the treatment, or your youngsters had it. 
Thousands did. It was all done very 
hastily. In two days the eye, ear, nose, 
and throat specialists of America, the 
only ones fitted to use the long-tipped 
spray properly, were mobilized and put 
into action..Tho even the doctors who 
did the work weren’t themselves satis- 
fied with the way it was done, the fact 
remains that among the children of the 
United States so sprayed, there were few 
reperts of the disease developing after the 
regular incubation period. 


To GO back to its beginning, this theory 
began when it was proved over and over 
again that if the olfactory nerves of a 
monkey were cut, the monkey wouldn’t 
get polio, even tho the virus were in- 
jected into the nose and blood stream in 
ordinary amounts, a proceeding which 
gave the disease to all the control group. 
(Monkeys have been used since 1908 in 
polio research because they react to the 
disease exactly as humans do.) Material 
taken from the nose of the test monkey 
and injected into other monkeys would 
give them the disease. Yet the monkey 
with the severed olfactory nerves would 
show no evidence of paralysis unless tre- 
mendous doses of virus were injected into 
the blood stream or directly into the brain. 


From these facts, Charles Armstrong 
and W. T. Harrison, of the United States 
Public Health Service, figured that if some 
way could be found to cover the ends of 
the olfactory nerves in humans thruout 
an epidemic, they might be largely pro- 
tected from the disease. Perhaps an oc- 
casional patient is infected by the skin 
or intestinal tract, but this isn’t the 
common pathway of infection. A spray 
of alum solution in the nose worked with 
monkeys. Professor E. W. Schultz, of 
Leland Stanford University, then em- 
ployed picric acid on monkeys with good 
results; and a combination of the two 
drugs was first tried upon human beings 
during the infantile-paralysis epidemic in 
the South in 1936, when 2,000,000 persons 
were treated with ordinary atomizers. 

It was soon discovered, however, that 
tho an ordinary atomizer covers the 
olfactory nerves of monkeys, it doesn’t 
reach the spot in humans because of the 
differently constructed nostril. For the 
1937 epidemic a very long-tipped spray 
was evolved, together with the zinc-sul- 
phate solution, which is considered the 
best of the forty odd compounds that 
have been tried. 


For immunization, every nerve ending 
must be covered with the solution. A 
single one, untreated, can admit the 
virus. When the treatment is successful 
the person treated can smell nothing for 
several weeks. Ordinarily the sense of 
smell comes back in two or three weeks 
and it’s time, then, for another applica- 
tion, repeated at intervals until the epi- 
demic is over. But reports began coming 
in, months after treatment, that various 
individuals still could smell nothing, lead- 
ing to fear that this might be permanent. 

The question now confronting the medi- 
cal fraternity and research workers was 
whether they were justified in using up- 
on the whole child population a treatment 
which might render a large number in- 
capable of smelling anything the rest of 
their lives—in order to protect them from 
a disease which only one in five or ten 
thousand would get anyway. 

It’s upon this angle that Doctor Fursten- 
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CUCUMBER-PICKLIN’ TIME used to find grandfather out in his ae sar early in the 
morning—the dew still glistening on green vines trailing over the sun- aked earth. With 
infinite care he selected the firm, young cucumbers —for only the finest specimens were good 
enough for grandmother's cucumber pickle. And that’s just the way Heinz feels about Heinz 
Fresh Cucumber Pickle! On experimental farms, 
special pedigreed cucumbers are developed —the 
tender, thin-skinned kind with that fresh, tart 
taste everybody relishes! 


PLUNDER UNDER THE STAIRS! Remem- 
ber the cool cellar in grandmother's farmhouse 
... the spicy incense of the pickle crock . . . those 
crunchy slices she handed out to a hungry boy? 
Mmmm-—the good old days are here again! 
Heinz has re-created, in Heinz Fresh Cucumber 
Pickle, that early American taste-thrill! 
















MODERN MATRIARCH of 
the pickle jar now gives her 
gusddiildesn Heinz Fresh Cu- 
cumber Pickle! For its a whole- 
some blend of Heinz own cu- 
cumbers, Heinz Vinegar, and 
imported seasonings — prepared 
according to her recipe. Have 
ou a jar of Heinz Fresh Cucum- 
hee Pickle on hand for your 
pickle-pilferers? 








“Land sakes—I've 
made them this 
way for years!” 






Ay 





See.. Hits id 


Page 57 











| cHOrce By 


RITCHEN PLANS 
BY 


Here’s a word about kitchens, 
Mrs. America! When you plan a new kitchen 
or the remodeling of an old one, look to Curtis 
for FREE help. For over 50,000 kitchens 
have been planned by Curtis to save house- 
wives time and steps. 


Curtis offers two exclusive factors that have 
made its kitchen planning service so popular. 
First—plenty of work space and a place for 
everything by fitting available wall space 
with Curtis Sectional Cabinets. They are 
durable, sanitary, modern in every respect. 
They are made of wood to give you the most 
for your money. And Curtis Cabinets are 
easily installed—and easy to add to later if 
you need more cupboard space. 

Second —You can easily match trim, 
equipment and wall decoration with Curtis 
Cabinets. They come to your kitchen ready 
to paint. Your own painter decorates them 
the way you want them—any color, any 
detail. Beautiful modern hardware is avail- 
able, too. 

72 years of woodworking experience stand 
behind the Curtis trade-mark. Good House- 
keeping Institute approves Curtis Cabinets. 
And over 50,000 Mrs. Americas will vouch 
for their convenience, economy and per- 
formance. 

Use this coupon for FREE details. Or ask 
your Curtis dealer—there’s one near you. 


CURTIS COMPANIES 
SERVICE BUREAU 
Dept. BHG-8K Clinton, lowa 


OTHER CURTIS PRODUCTS — Silentite Insulated 
Double-Hung and Casement Windows «+ Exterior 
and Interior Doors - Frames - Trim + Entrances 
Moldings - Panel Work - Cabinet 
Work - Mantels - Stairways - Shut- 
ters - Screens + Storm Doors and 
Windows - Garage Doors - Mitertite 
Door and Window Trim. 


USE Hats CoOMpon 


CURTIS COMPANIES SERVICE BUREAU 

Dept. BHG-8K, Clinton, Iowa 

25 Bayswater Ave., Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
Please send me information on planning a mod- 

ern Curtis Kitchen [j 
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1 I'm building] Remodeling[] And I'd like to 
know about other Curtis Products, too [] 
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berg and Doctor Hauser have been work- 
ing, using dogs because of their unusually 
keen smelling power. There have been 
human volunteers, also, with full knowl- 
edge of what was involved, who have 
offered themselves for experimentation. 
In fact, the two physicians have more 
than scientific interest in the problem. 
Doctor Hauser has not been able to smell 
anything since he took the zinc-sulphate 
treatment himself, months ago, and 
Doctor Furstenberg, who took it in one 
nostril only, has had his sense of smell 
impaired. Doctor Hauser is trying to find 
out, among other things, whether a cup 
of coffee will ever be anything more to 
him again than a hot liquid taken in- 
ternally, for the sense of smell governs to 
a great extent the sense of taste. 


Untin they feel absolutely sure that the 
zinc-sulphate treatment doesn’t perma- 
nently injure the olfactory nerves or pre- 
dispose the patient to sinus disease, the 
eye, ear, nose, and throat specialists of 
the country, to whose lot it has fallen to 
carry the brunt of the immunization 
battle against polio, will not urge its use 
and will not advocate any general im- 
munization campaign. 

If, however, the research at Ann Arbor 
shows that anosmia (inability to smell) 
wears off in time, the whole nation can 
be organized within a few days by the 
public-health service and every child im- 
munized by this method against infantile 
paralysis. 

Unless, that is, something comes along 
to upset the whole theory. Workers 
against this disease keep their fingers 
crossed. They’ve been fooled too many 
times already. 


THE medical profession will be fully 
informed as to the findings of the Ann 
Arbor doctors. Your own doctor is the 
one to advise you as to whether or not 
it’s best to give your child the zinc- 
sulphate treatment if infantile paralysis 
is reported in your town. 

One piece of good news—there’s a de- 
cided advance in the technique of ad- 
ministering the zinc-sulphate solution. If 
you had chat long spray thrust up your 
nostrils several times last summer or fall, 
you'll be glad to know that Doctor 
Furstenberg and his associates have dis- 
pensed with the spray altogether and 
offer a more comfortable method, used in 
Chicago last September during the epi- 
demic there. 

The nose is first shrunk with a spray of 
1-percent ephedrine saline solution ap- 
plied with an ordinary atomizer. After a 
wait of two minutes to allow the solution 
to take effect, the patient lies on a table 
with his head over the edge, as far back 
as he can get it. The doctor or nurse— 
anyone can administer this technique, 
whereas the high spray could be given 
only by an eye, ear, nose, and throat 
specialist—then puts in the zinc-sulphate 
solution with an ordinary medicine drop- 
per. The patient maintains the position 
for one minute, and that’s all there is to it. 
One treatment is believed to immunize 
for two weeks. 


A LARGE part of the dread connected 
with infantile paralysis has-lain in the 
mystery surrounding it. No one has ever 
seen the agency that causes it, tho science 
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is certain it’s a filtrable virus. Why does 
it strike in hot weather when the other 
childhood diseases occur in the cold 
months? Why does it leave with the first 
heavy frost? Scientists wish they knew. 

It’s. known that the virus is present in 
the spinal cord of the person attacked, 
and that it passes from one person to 
another, probably thru the breathing 
apparatus, tho this last point is still con- 
troversial. A portion of the medical pro- 
fession believes it enters thru the gastro- 
intestional tract. The virus can be culti- 
vated, but no sure way has been found 
for combating it. 

Vaccines didn’t work. Serums have 
helped sometimes if given before the pa- 
ralysis sets in. It’s possible they may also 
prevent a child from taking polio when 
exposed, but the supply is small and the 
value so uncertain that polio-convalescent 
serum is used infrequently as a pre- 
ventive. 


White scientists in different parts of 
the country labor feverishly to have some- 
thing for this polio season, there’s much 
parents can do to protect their own 
children. During an epidemic, keep them 
in small groups around home, away from 
crowds, public conveyances, strangers. 
Dr. W. W. Bauer, Director of the Bureau 
of Health and Public Instruction for the 
American Medical Association, says, “It’s 
most unusual for a child who is being 
carefully watched to contract the disease.” 

At the first sign of any illness, call your 
doctor at once, no matter how unimpor- 
tant it may appear. A runny nose, head- 
ache, vomiting, diarrhea or constipation, 
restlessness, listlessness, any pain you 
can’t account for—these may be a tem- 
porary upset or they may be symptoms of 
infantile paralysis. In the polio season, 
take no chances. Anything that’s done 
must be done at once if it’s to be effective. 

If the illness proves to be polio, the 
doctor will of course take charge and di- 
rect treatment. Many doctors use serum, 
if they get the case in time. Should pa- 
ralysis set in, the usual course is absolute 
rest, with splints and supports used to 
keep paralyzed members from being 
pulled out of shape. 

After a time, depending upon the 
seriousness of the attack, measures may 
be begun to bring back the paralyzed 
muscles thru massage, heat, braces, and 
special exercises, sometimes in water. 
Often great improvement results. The 
medical profession issues each year an 
urgent plea that such measures be taken 
only under the direction of a qualified 
M. D., for much harm may be done by 
ill-advised manipulation. 


SCIENCE believes that with the zinc- 
sulphate immunization treatment, it’s 
hot on the trail of this last outlaw, that 
before long all children may be protected 
and no more will be pitifully crippled. 
Funds from the President’s birthday balls 
have in recent years been available for 
any research which seems to hold promise. 
The University of Michigan has a grant 
from a private source for materials, and 
scientists work on the problem without 
pay, undiscouraged by the fact that the 
villain still eludes them. It’s only a ques- 
tion of time, they confidently believe, be- 
fore polio, like the rest of childhood’s 
enemies, will be brought under control. 











How to Build or Remodel 
Without a Divorce 
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this house, and he wants me to see it.’ 

‘“*“Oh yeah?’ He nipped a corner off a 
plug of tobacco. ‘Well, Mr. Moffett hired 
me just especially to keep his friends and 
kinfolks off this place till it’s done. If you 
attempt to go thru that door, I'll put a 
bullet in your leg! Scram!’ 

“Later that evening I called Gregg. 
Sure enough, after spending $600 adding 
glass brick over the bathtub, a fireproof 
box under the dining-room floor for silver, 
a sun deck, and other such attractions sug- 
gested by friends and relatives, Gregg had 
hired the watchman.” 


Most of us build only one house in a 
lifetime, and that’s probably why we 
make such a grand fuss over every detail; 
why we so often employ good architects 
and then won’t let them do what they 
know to be right. But there is at least one 
family that has endured in marriage, some- 
how, thru three buildings as the size of 
their brood has increased. 

They found that extras cost them $2,000 
on their first house, a $4,500 project. They 
profited a bit from the first experience, 
and spent only $1,200 for extras on their 
second house, a $7,500 brick inspiration. 

By the time need for the $10,000 house 
arrived, they had just about succumbed 
to the realization that they were in for 
spending $2,000 for hand-carved stair- 
ways, or a guesthouse with an oak-shakes 
roof, or something extra; that is, barring 
the discovery of a sap-proof remedy. 

The delightful result was this: They 
worked out every detail with the architect, 
and said, “‘Brother, it’s all yours to com- 
plete, and it had better be good. We'll 
keep away until it’s finished. We'll give 
you three months. Then, we'll move in 
without one cent for extras.” 

The architect, with no one to interfere, 
did the best house of his career. The fami- 
ly moved in full of pfaise; everyone con- 
cerned knew that it was a far better house 
than they would have had by making 
changes and nagging the workmen. 


Bur maybe you won’t stay away three 
months, nor hire a watchman. Maybe the 
very mention of a budget makes you feel 
that your architect is trying to insult your 
esthetic sensibilities. Maybe you’re going 
to see your house thru to the finish, even 
if the extras bankrupt you. Then hearken 
to this advice we’ve gleaned from experi- 
enced builders on how to commit suicide 
the way it hurts worst: 

1. Decide, after the fireplace has had its 
last brick snugly laid in mortar, to widen 
the hearth. This will make it possible for 
you to employ the help several days long- 
er, and thus relieve the unemployment 
situation. 

2. Let it dawn upon you that you might 
have had a half-bathroom under the 
stairs. Well, it isn’t too late. It'll cost 
about twice as much, but what’s money 
for, if not to spend? 

3. Start to give a lawn party before you 
discover the need for yard lights (with 
bedroom-controlled switches so that they 
can be used also for scaring the wits out of 
burglars). 

4. Change your mind about having a 
front bay window after the window is in- 





Our New Home!.... 


beautiful, enduring, firesafe 
and low in cost... thanks to 


CONCRETE 


T’S the thrill of a lifetime to 
discover that you can have a 
concrete home at a price you can 
afford to pay. Cottage or Mansion, 
Colonial or Modern, concrete will 
make your home really your castle. 


Beauty— Permanence 


Concrete’s pleasing texture and 
warm beauty are linked with rug- 
ged strength. Secure against fire, 
storm, termites and decay, a con- 
crete home is a safe haven for your 
family, your prized possessions. 
And it’s always delightfully liv- 
able—snug and warm in winter, 
cool and dry in summer. 


Low Cost— Low Upkeep 
How much? Often the first cost is 





little or no more than for ordinary 
construction—and the cost over 
the years is lower. 


Best Floors are Concrete 


Concrete floors add comfort to 
your home. They're firesafe, creak- 
proof, dry and warm. They take 
any covering—such as wood, car- 
pet, linoleum, terrazzo— different 
in every room if you like. 


How to Get a Concrete Home 
Ask a Concrete Contractor or a 
Concrete Masonry Manufacturer 
(see phone directory) for names 
of architects and builders experi- 
enced in concrete construction. 
Write for free booklet of attractive 
design ideas. 








PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 


Dept. A&-9, 33 West Grand Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 


find remember, too 


CONCRETE IS THE SAFEST, MOST ECONOMICAL 


PAVEMENT MONEY CAN BUY FOR YOUR ROADS AND STREETS 


See.. PH . . Page 57 
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Azer EQUIPPED 
With the Aid of 
This Valuable Book 


To help you obtain a broad and comprehen- 
sive knowledge of modern home building 
materials and equipment, the F. W. Dodge 
Corporation will send you a free copy of 
Home Owners’ Catalogs—if you are planning 
to build a new home, or modernize an old 
one, and meet the requirements given below. 





- 


SS 
us Mae 


MINNEAPO re: 


Hundreds of reliable products are 
described in Home Owners’ Catalogs 


The valuable knowledge and ideas to be 
found in Home Owners’ Catalogs will help 
you to build a better home, better equipped 
—one that will prove to be a good invest- 
ment in years to come. Apply for your free 
copy of Home Owners’ Catalogs only when 
you are ready to proceed with your plans. 


HOMY OWNERS 
J ajatlogs 


you meet the following 


mt me me a R ESTRICTION S sumeeeee 


Home Owners’ Catalogs will be sent only to owners who 
plan to build — or modernize — homes for their own 
occupancy within 12 months, east of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, costing $4000 or more for construction, exclusive 
of land. Every application must be accompanied by a 
personal letter giving (1) description of proposed home, 
(2) when you will build, (3) location, (4) expected cost, 
and (5) name and address of architect, if selected. 
EVERY APPLICATION WILL BE VERIFIED BY 
A DODGE REPRESENTATIVE, 

BH&G-8-38 


F. W. DODGE CORPORATION, ; 
119 West 40th Street, New York, N. Y. 
I hereby apply for a copy of Home Owners’ Catalogs 
— which is to be sent prepaid, without cost or obliga- 
tion — in accordance with above restrictions. My letter 
is attached. 

INGE. ss 3s spine eehbbecase's one + nee cal tans 
Street..... 








How to Build or Remodel Without a Divorce 


stalled and you see how it looks. Change to 
a studio window. This innovation involves 
a roof change, a wall change, and means 
that you must hire a special workman to 
construct a window which isn’t stock 
framework. But go ahead. It’s your house, 
isn’t it? 

But, naturally, you’re not the sort who 
would pull such boners as these—tho peo- 
ple do pull them right along. 


Most of us are more likely to run up 
extras on little details—and every one of 
them basically unnecessary. Maybe we 
can’t eliminate all such stunners as these 
post-building headaches! “Oh, why didn’t 
we think of a gas outlet for the kitchen 
stove? Why didn’t we think of this shower 
being in front of a window? Can you 
imagine our forgetting to put a light switch 
for the dining-room near the living-room 
door—so we wouldn’t have to turn off the 
dining-room lights from the kitchen wall 
and then skin our shins stumbling thru 
the dining-room in darkness?” Maybe we 
can’t jump all pitfalls, but we can try! 


Otherwise, we spoil a lot of the joy in 
building or remodeling our own homes, 
and clutter the creative experience with 
unpleasantness, with which we damn 
everybody connected with the job. 

Especially, let us have compassion for 
our architect. No one can expect him to be 
a magician in making our house comply 
with all our personal idiosyncrasies. He’s 
only human. 

Maybe he’s the only person in his fami- 
ly who takes a shower between 7 and 7:30 
a. m., but maybe half a dozen of us dart 
for the showers during that time. We 
move into the house, and there’s not 
enough hot water. The tank is too small 
for such speedy recovery. We have to in- 
stall a larger one. And that’s extra, again. 
And our fault. How could the architect 
know that we used hot water like a hotel? 


So WHAT? So watch out for Bozieman 
Extras. He’s the sand that gets in our 
eyes when we look over plans and specifi- 
cations for remodeling our houses or 
building new ones. He’s the home-wrecker! 








The Diary of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


At noon we came to the most unique 
city in all America—Santa Fe. Here we 
took time out to see the old mission, which 
is the oldest church in the United States, 
and the Palace of the Governors. There 
are dozens of little shops where we lin- 
gered to buy Indian and Mexican pottery 
and other things to take back home. The 
boys bought some pottery from an old 
Indian woman sitting on the sidewalk in 
the shade. Indians, Mexicans, sound of 
people talking in strange tongues, hun- 
dreds of tourists swarming everywhere, 
adobe architecture, narrow streets—it was 
a place long to be remembered. 


NorTHWwaRD we went onto the gravel 
road that leads up the Rio Grande Can- 
yon, past adobe Indian villages. In the 
window of one adobe cottage three to- 
mato cans stood on the window sill, each 
with a growing flower in it. For miles we 
climbed and came out at last on a broad 
plateau where grass was greenish again. 
We came to an old, old village where 
stands a little white mission. We stopped 
to take pictures. Donald took one, also, of 
a little Indian girl, maybe 3 years old, 
who was watching us. Then she held out 
her hand. “Gimme penny. Gimme penny,” 
she murmured. I handed her one. Straight- 
way other Indian youngsters began to 
flock toward us. “Gimme penny” was 
their language. We beat a hasty retreat. 


A FEW minutes later we came to Taos 
and drove out two miles to see the Indian 
pueblos, which are more or less great 
apartment houses, rising tier on tier, made 
of adobe mud and no man knows how 
many hundreds of years old. Back in Taos, 
Indians wrapped in blankets or sheets 
stalked the streets, mingling with the 
swarm of tourists. Many famous artists 
come here to draw and paint. There are a 
number of interesting little art stores— 
which Maggie visited, of course. On to 
Denver, and to the home of Hugh, Mag- 
gie’s brother, and his family. 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, August, 1938 


[ Begins on page 4) 


Donald and I drove up to 
flug. / Boulder this morning to howdy 
with my good friend, D. M. Andrews. He 
has sold his nursery to his son Philip and 
retired. “I’m a horticulturist now, instead 
of a nurseryman,” he told me. We stayed 
for lunch and had some of the famous ap- 
ple pie for which Mrs. Andrews is noted. 
Plantsmen from all over the country 
know of that apple pie. 


Flug. /2 Hugh lent me a pair of rub- 


ber boots, and he and I were 
off to fish. Soon he began to catch trout. 
But none would take my fly. Finally I put 
on a tiny spinner. I cast in a pool—and 
something jerked my line. Hurray, I had 
hooked a trout. I worked it up, got the 





* ‘Help! Help!’ | heard. | dropped 


my letters and sprinted back" 
landing net ready. But gosh—it flopped 
off. | dropped my rod and tried to grab it. 
No use. It was gone with the wind. No, | 
mean with the water. 

About a half hour later I hooked anoth- 
er one and, having learned by experience, 
I managed in a somewhat awkward way to 
get it really in the creel. One of life’s ambi- 
tions had been achieved. I had caught a 
rainbow trout! I faithfully whipped the 
stream some more. Nary another trout. 
Meanwhile Hugh caught a whole mess. 
Can it be that there is a knack in this 
trout-fishing, just like in growing peren- 
nials from seed? 

Late this afternoon I stopped in Bould- 
er again to visit with J. D. Long, whose 
“J. D.—that’s me” is known to garden 
fans the country over. 














Flug. 16 On this day, at 12 minutes 


past II in the morning, we 
drove our dust-covered, sticker-plastered, 
bug-cemetery flivver i into our own drive. 
Home again. Since we left here on June 
17, we had driven 9,750 miles, taken 1,150 
pictures. 

The dog that came barking from back 
toward the toolshed had a hard time re- 
membering who we were. The cat came 
purring out from under the Japanese 
quince hedge. We heard a quack and out 
came Alexander, the duck, from under a 
forsythia bush to welcome us. Before | 
unloaded, I hurried back to look at the 
garden, which all this time has been in 
care of a neighbor. 

One gains the impression that it looks 
somewhat better than it would had I been 
here. Practically every annual is full cf 
bloom. The mums are coming on in good 
shape. But the excessive rains have played 
hob with the dahlias. 


Flug. 20 I’m doing a lot of garden 


work these days, but it 
seems foolish to write about such mun- 
dane, routine things as weeding, hoeing, 
dusting roses, and the like, when there 
are so many things from our trip that just 
can’t be written about. Tonight as we sat 
on the lawn after dark, trying to keep 
cool, Maggie spoke up, “Why can’t we 
have a lot more tulips next year?” Tulips 
—gosh—and we’re well-nigh bankrupt 
from our trip! I’m ashamed to write 
down how we had to live on hamburgers 
to a wide extent that last 1,200 miles in 
order to get home at all. And now Maggie 
wants to buy tulips! 


Io a6 4 
Flug. 24 Perhaps some reader of this 


Diary may recall that three 
years ago or so | gave the boys our old 
12-year car to play with. Ever since, it 
has stood in the weeds back by the ravine. 
This morning the boys took some tools 
back to it. They were going to take it 
apart—or something. 

About 10 I started out to the mailbox 
in front with some letters in my hand, 
when from the back I heard David yelling 
in a most unearthly way. “Help! help! 
help!” it sounded like: I had a vision of 
one of the boys pinned beneath the old car. 

I threw my letters one way, my eye- 
shade another as I turned, and digging in 
my toes like a hundred-yard dash man on 






THE BEST TELEPHONE SERVICE 











the college track team, I sprinted back. IN THE WORLD AT THE f 
“I’m coming. I’m coming,” I yelled. or 
Then I saw David. He was coming, oe 
too, toward me, yelling the loudest I ever OW. POSSIBLE COST = 
heard him yell. He was holding both & 
hands back of his neck. I had a hard time d 
to get him calmed down enough to find fe 
out what was the matter. The constant effort of the Bell System # 
<c ° ” ° 
“ce Something stung me, he , wailed. is to give you more and better service ie 
Some big bug. As long as this,” and he 4 ", 
showed me a space with his hands of three and at the same time keep rates low. 
or four inches. There were five or six ice ke eens ell alk ba 
white lumps rising on the back of his head lat 1s Casy to say. It is NOt Casy to Co. 
and neck. I took him to Maggie. Later, Two things make it possible. A well- 
back at the old car, I found where wasps f , Ps 
had made a nest in it—ordinary wasps trained army of men and women, and the “ 
about ho inch ay: oe were ugly fel- best of tools and apparatus for their use. 
pear yp eae iar These things are the basis of your Bell 
Flug. 25 A colony of fall webworms System service; two reasons why you get 
have woven a web as big as a + age 
peck tre in a Japanese quince bush. the best telephone service in the world. 
It’s hard to get them, inside this web, with 
arsenate of lead spray. So I burned out 
the nest with a torch made of twisted , 
newspaper. I burned some out of our little 


apple tree last summer. It didn’t seem to 
do any damage to the twigs. 
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See.. HHS °° Page 57 




















faithful first 
ing Soda was s that 
Our qe, Oe s day- She ar er eds 
aid in eee confidently of Soda. 
it may © all for Bicat mate 
which . aii! 










A paste of our Baking Soda is a safe 
first aid for superficial scalds and 
burns—it eases pain. If symptoms 
are severe, consult your physician. 


BAKING SODA IS 
BICARBONATE 
OF SODA 







Buy two packages of our 


: Baking Sod 
ing pure Bicarbonate of 
conomy to keep it in the 


medicine cabinet and in the kitchen 






(Please print 
name and address) 
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RECIPES FOR 


Caramel Nut Squares 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE |] 


Cool in the pan and cut into bars when 
you arrive at the picnic grounds. 


\ cup butter or 


1 cup flour 
other shortening 


1 beaten egg 


Cut shortening into flour as in making 
pastry; add egg and mix well. Spread in 
greased, 9- by 13-inch pan. Bake in mod- 
erate oven (350°) 15 minutes. 


Topping 


Y% cup coconut 
34 cup broken nut 


2 beaten eggs 
1% cups brown sugar 


2 tablespoons flour meats 
14 teaspoon baking 1 teaspoon vanilla 
powder extract 


Blend eggs and brown sugar; add flour 
sifted with baking powder. Add coconut, 
nut meats, and vanilla extract; spread 
over baked crust. Bake in moderate oven 
(350°) 30 minutes. While hot, brush with 
an icing made of 14 cup confectioners’ 
sugar and juice of half a lemon. Cool; cut 
in squares or bars. 


Succotash 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE ] 


1 teaspoon salt 

l teaspoon pepper 

14 cup cream or 
top milk 


2 cups cooked, 
whole kernel corn 

2 cups cooked, 
green lima beans 

3 tablespoons butter 


Combine corn and beans in greased cas- 
serole. Dot with butter; season and pour 
over cream. Cover and bake in moderate 
oven (350°) 20 to 25 minutes. Serves 6. 


Cherry Cool 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE ]} 


Reinforce your summer-drink program 
by using fruit-flavored drink powder. It’s 
an extender when making punch for the 
crowd. 


2 cups water 114 cups unsweet- 
1 cup sugar ened pineapple 
1 package cherry- juice 
flavored drink Juice of 1 lemon 
powder 4 teaspoon almond 
2 cups water extract 


Make sirup of 2 cups water and 1 cup 
sugar; cook 5 minutes. Dissolve cherry- 
flavored drink powder in 2 cups water; 
add pineapple juice, lemon juice, and al- 
mond extract. Serve with lime-flavored 
ice cubes. Makes about 2 quarts. 


Garden Bowl 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE ] 


1 bunch leaf lettuce 
114 cups shredded 
cabbage 


1g green pepper, 
cut4in rings 
3 celery stalks, 


1% cups finely cut in sticks 
carrot strips \{ cup French 
14 cucumber dressing 


Line salad bow! with lettuce. Combine 


9 Yfook neat 
_— 


The meals themselves appear on page 23 


‘ 


cabbage and carrots; pile in center. Score 
and slice unpeeled cucumber. Arrange 
cucumber slices, green-pepper rings, and 
celery sticks over top. Just before serving, 
add dressing and toss lightly. Serves 6. 


Baked Beans Picnic Style 


| A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE ] 


3 strips bacon, chopped 1% teaspoon mustard 
1 small onion, chopped 2 No. 2 cans baked 
4 tablespoons brown beans 

sugar 


Fry bacon; add onion and brown light- 
ly. Add sugar and mustard; blend thoro- 
ly. Add beans and heat thoroly. Serves 6. 


Toasted Ham and Cole-Slaw Sandwiches 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE ] 


2 tablespoons 
chopped green 


8 slices toast 
Softened butter 


¥% cup deviled ham pepper 
1 cup cole slaw 2 tablespoons 


4 cup chopped minced onion 


Swiss cheese 


Butter toast and spread with deviled 
ham. Combine cole slaw, Swiss cheese, 
green pepper, and minced onion; spread 
4 toast slices and top with remaining 
slices. Serve with quartered tomatoes. 
Makes 4 sandwiches. 


Southern Okra 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE ] 


3 tomatoes, peeled 
and quartered 
1 tablespoon sugar 


1 cup cut okra 
1 large onion, chopped 
1 sweet green pepper, 


chopped 1 teaspoon flour 
4 tablespoons salad V4 teaspoon salt 
oil 14 teaspoon pepper 


Cook okra 10 minutes in boiling water 
to cover. Lightly brown onion and green 
pepper in salad oil; add tomatoes and 
simmer 5 minutes. Add okra and remain- 
ing ingredients; simmer until vegetables 
are just tender, stirring as little as possi- 
ble. Don’t overcook. Serves 4. 


Seedless Grape and Peach Salad 


[A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE ] 


14 cup Jumbo 
peanuts 

1% cup commercial 
salad dressing 


2 peaches, diced 
1 cup seedless green 
grapes 


Combine peaches, grapes, and peanuts; 
mix lightly with salad dressing. Serve on 
crisp lettuce. Garnish with small bunches 
of grapes. Serves 6. 


Savory Chipped Beef on Fried Noodles 
[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE ] 
You'll be amazed to see finely cut egg 


noodles turn into a crispy, brown deli- 
cacy when you follow this recipe. 


Y{ pound chipped beef 1 5-ounce package 


2 tablespoons flour finely cut 
1 cup milk noodles 
¥% teaspoon Worcester- 

shire sauce 




















Shred chipped beef into skillet and 
just cover with boiling water; cook slowly 
until water evaporates. Blend in flour; 
add milk and stir until thick. Season with 
Worcestershire sauce and pepper. Fry 
dry, uncooked noodles in deep, hot fat 
or salad ‘oil (360°) until golden brown. 
Drain on absorbent paper. Serves 4. 


Stuffed Peppers 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE |] 


16 cup bread 
crumbs 

2 beaten eggs 

1 teaspoon salt 

\4 teaspoon pepper 


6 green peppers 

2 cups cooked corn, 
drained 

2 tomatoes, chopped 

2 strips bacon, chopped 
or 44 cup chopped ham 


Cut tops from peppers and remove 
seeds; precook 10 minutes in boiling 
water to cover. Combine remaining in- 
gredients and stuff peppers; place upright 
in greased casserole. Cover and bake in 
moderate oven (350°) about 40 minutes. 





Cash for Cooks 


See Cooks’ Round Table of Endorsed Recipes 
on pages 19 and 20 


PLENTY of meat and potatoes—that’s 
the idea behind our newest cooks’ contest 
opening NOW, closing at midnight, Au- 
gust 31. Again it’s a double-header, wel- 
coming your most luscious economy Meat 
Loaf on the one hand (veal, beef, pork, 
ham, or combination); your pet method 
for preparing Potatoes (Irishers, not 
sweet) on the other. 

Then how do you dress up that meat 
loaf? If it’s “just like that,” with a tempt- 
ing sauce or garnish, tell us about that. 

And let’s have some more of those inti- 
mate little histories we used so to enjoy 
with each submitted recipe. Did your 
mother learn that clever way of baking 
potatoes from your German _ washer- 
woman? Or did Dad concoct the family’s 
prize meat loaf when batching it last sum- 
mer? Let’s have 50 to 100 words about 
each recipe’s background. 


For the contribution that’s tops—it 
may be either a meat loaf or a way with 
potatoes—$5 will be awarded, the recipes 
judged on interest, dependability, and 
downright goodness. Then there’ll be 20 
prizes of $1 each for Honor Roll Winners. 

And don’t forget—the winners of these 
21 prizes, if they specify in their recipes 
one or more of the products advertised in 
this or in the past six issues of Better Homes 
& Gardens, will receive a package of each 
advertised product they mention, the Ber- 
ter Homes &§ Gardens Certificate of En- 
dorsement for framing, and six copies of 
the endorsed recipe. 

1. Write your recipe clearly on one side of 
the paper. Send but one recipe at a time and 
mark it “February Meat Loaf Recipe” or 
“February Potato Recipe.” 

2. Give measurements in /evel cups, table- 
spoons, and teaspoons, never in heaping or 
scant measurements. 

3. Be sure to specify in your recipe the brand 
names of the nationally known food products 
you use as ingredients—products available 
everywhere. We must know them so we can 
test your recipe with the same brands you use. 

4. Include 50 to 100 words about the history 
or origin of your recipe. 

5. Allrecipes submitted become the property 
of Better Homes & Gardens. 

6. Contest closes midnight, August 31. 

7. Address recipes to 8608 Tasting-Test 
Kitchen, Better Homes & Gardens, Des Moines. 
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and 


sensible, too. 


No Rubber Rings 


Think of the times you have 
tried to fit an old style cap, 
—turning, twisting, screwing— 
trying to get it tight. Maybe 
burning your hands with the hot 
jars. 

NOW think of simply laying the 
Kerr lid in place, screwing the 
band down firmly tight —no 
wrenches, no strong arm 
methods needed. No "'screwing 
clown" after processing. This is 
the quick, easy Kerr way. 98 out ¢ 
of 100 women said, "Kerr Jars | 
and Caps ARE best." 
Learn to can fruits, vegetables % 
and meat the Kerr way. Free § 
recipes and instructions. zs 


"No Rubber Rings— 
No burned 


fingers” 










air-tight 





phe i ay Kerr Mason 


Easy @ Safe e Sure 
121 Title insurance Bidg. 
Los fagaiee, Calif. 


hs or 121 in St., Sand Springs, Okla. Free 


“Successful ‘Canning of Peas, 
| oS ae ‘a 


**New Pickled Fruit Recipes'’. .... [] 
“Ten Lesson Canning Course”... .(_| 
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Lady, Be Cool! 


roasts, crumbly potatoes, and weak- 
kneed vegetables. Then here’s a grand 
formula for the “same song, second verse. 
Simply place leftovers in fruit jars—bits 
of roasts and luscious gravy in one; pota- 
toes, rice, or dressing in another; vege- 
tables in a third. Leave them without 
tops if you’ve a modern air-conditioned 
ice refrigerator. Cover them if it’s an 
automatic machine. Ready for the next 
day’s meal? Lift them from the refrigera- 
tor, loosen the lids, perch them on a rack 
in a pan half filled with water, and heat. 
Are the girls talking up a bridge four- 
some for tomorrow? Then it’s time for— 


Refrigerator Quickie No. 1: If you’ve saved 
those drained-off juices from salad fruits, 
a pineapple and peach duet with a stout 
squirt of lemon juice makes the peppiest 
of meal-openers. Our meat loaf can be 
made in advance, then stored in the re- 
frigerator. Croquettes and most casserole 
dishes like this treatment, too. Fact is, 
their flavor’s actually improved by a 
stopover in the refrigerator before baking. 

Hot rolls on short notice? Your regular 
yeast-roll recipe will be good for a batch 
a day for three days if wrapped securely 
or covered with waxed paper or a mois- 
ture-proof beret, then slipped out of the 
way into the refrigerator. An hour and a 
half before dinner, pinch off a panful, let 
them rise an hour where it’s warm, bake 
them 15 to 20 minutes. As for the melon 
on the menu, many refrigerators now 
boast a removable shelf which slides out, 
making way for such space-takers as 
turkeys and melons. 


Refrigerator Quickie No. 2: Hours before- 
hand prepare green beans or your choice 
in fresh vegetables all ready for cooking, 
then store in the refrigerator. Better keep 
the melon and orange slices in separate 
bowls, ready for tossing with the dressing 
and greens at mealtime. Often vegetable 
salads profit by being marinated in French 
dressing for half a day before serving. 

We know three hurry- -up tricks with 
piecrust. Already we’ve mentioned hav- 
ing the dry mix chilled and ready for 
moisture and rolling. Or make up a double 
batch one day, keeping half the batch cov- 
ered tightly in the refrigerator to be rolled 
out several days later. Or—for the Custard 
Pie on our menu—roll and lay the crust in 
its pan, then chill for several hours. It’s 
much less likely to become soaked by the 
filling. That chocolate “‘crest”’? It’s sweet 
or semi-sweet chocolate grated over the 
custard as the pie comes from the oven. If 
you're in a big rush, use chocolate shot. 


Refrigerator Quickie No. 3: A lovely sum- 
mer luncheon—refrigerator made. Only 
the biscuits are left for the oven. The 
cookies? They’re chilled, not baked. 
Here’s how: Melt 3 1-ounce squares un- 
sweetened chocolate over hot water; add 
I can sweetened condensed milk, 2 cups 
vanilla wafer crumbs. Mix well. Butter 
shallow pan; sprinkle with 44 cup chopped 
California walnuts. Pour over the cooky 
mixture and spread evenly. Sprinkle with 
¥ cup California walnuts. Chill thoroly. 
Cat j in 2-inch squares. 


Refrigerator Quickie No. 4: It’s a perfect 
warm-weather special—cold cuts ready 
from yesterday’s roast and from cans of 
sandwich meats; corn waiting to be 
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[ Begins on page 24] 


ducked into boiling water the last thing; 
potato salad chilling in French dressing, 
ready for mayonnaise just before going 
to the table; frozen dessert ‘ready for 
serving; and crunchy cookies that will 


take but 10 minutes to bake. Keep cans of 


evaporated milk chilled ready for whip- 
ping. For a quick whip, pour evaporated 
milk into refrigerator tray and chill thoro- 


ly. It’s a smart lady who keeps a roll of 


butterscotch, chocolate, or brown-sugar 
cooky dough in her refrigerator, all set to 
be sliced thinly and sent ovenward. 

As for potatoes, we’ve found a fine new 
stunt for saving last-minute dashes, 
whether they’re to appear hot or in salad. 
Pare them hours in advance; let stand 5 
minutes in a mixture of 1 quart of water 
and 44 cup of vinegar. Drain and stow 
away—either covered or uncovered in the 
refrigerator. They’re as snowy white as 
freshly pared ones. 

Partying? If you’ve a yen for wafHles, 
whisk up the batter in advance, caching 
it away where it’s cold. More than you 
need? It keeps surprisingly well for a day 
or so—then steps out crunchy with 
creamed chicken or fresh fruit for an 
easy, warm-weather dish. 


Anp lastly, whether they’re double- 
deckers or dainty canapés, sandwiches, 
and wee bread appetizers profit by a few 
hours stopover in the cool of the re- 
frigerator before picnic or party. Tuck 
them into the covered container or wrap 
snugly in damp cloth and waxed paper. 











@ GARBAGE-DISPOSAL DEVICE: 
It reduces pods, rinds, peelings, and 
other food refuse, to a thin pulp, flushes 
it down your present sink's drain! Just 
open the cold-water faucet to a medium 
stream, then turn the handle beneath 
the sink. No clogged-pipe hazard be- 
cause the pulped food, going down, 
scours the drain lines. In the photo- 
graph, we've omitted the sink-cabinet 
front and doors for a clear view, but 
your unit can be neatly out of sight. 
[ Considerably under $200 installed; 
General Electric Co., Nela Park, Cleve- 
land, O. |—A. J. O. 
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Winer a brand new party? What’s more 
adventurous than a Splash Party? Nautical 
games on a make-believe ship's deck. Food 
with a deep-sea tang. Decorations that bring 
wholesome midsummer madness to any back- 
yard. Catch the spirit? You'll find explicit 
directions for this gobs-of-fun party in Better 
Homes & Gardens “Parties for the Crowd” 
book. Also other warm-weather parties— 
complete from invite to good night! Send 
for your copy today. Price, only 20 cents. 


SEND FOR THESE SERVICES, TOO 


FOODS 
B-F-11 Timetable for Canning Fruits and 
Vegetables... ...... \ahaahcirtaaaes ae 
Jellies and Preserves—Oh, SO Good. Corba 
F rozen eee eer : , ose 
Main Dishes for Summer Meals. . —as 
It’s the Berries—for Breads and Desserts ...4c 
Better Homes er Gardens Favorite Pickle 
Recipes (mimeographed leaflet)... ... . . .3¢ 
Presenting the Chocolate Cake Clan............4¢ 
eS EE Ea aa +c inaee 
Cheese It—In Many Tempting Ways.. . ; 4c 
B-F-3 How to Make De Eiciows Jellies 4c 
B-F-6 Guide for Purchasing Equipment 4c 


Recipes From Man to Man. A 44-page masculine 
manual in cooking. All man, all the way thru, and 
includes tempting camp-cookery recipes, as well as 


many other favorites...... rere , — 
Re st Pickle Recipes ae 15¢ 
Cooking for the Crowd. Just ‘the help you need for 
planning church or club dinners and refresh- 
eo rere 5c 
My New Better Homes e Gardens Cook Book. 
Price, 50c plus 25c shipping and handling 
SE idk besa akcsboleuvecseses bonniea 75¢ 
HOME FURNISHINGS 
B-I-2. How to Make and Decorate Cornice 
Se “i 4c 
H-I-3_  Slip-Covers and Upholste ring. . 6c 
Color in Your Home............ 25¢ 
Floors, Walls, and Ceilings. . . . 25¢ 
Well-Dressed Windows...... 25¢ 
Furniture Arrangement and Balance 25¢ 
CLUBS 
B-O-2 A Basic List of Books for Club Use. ......4c 
B-O-22 How to Make a Good Speech........ 4c 
B-O-24 Picnic Pleasures.......... at | 
B-O-36 What’s in a Hobby?........ 4c 
BOOKS 
B-B-6 Following the Nature Trail.............. 4c 
B-B-5 Around the World in Books.............4e 
HOME BUILDING AND FINANCE 
B-J-2 Little Book of Outdoor Fireplaces ..10¢ 
My Better Homes er Gardens Household Inventory. 
To aid you in your household budget calculations; 
to prove your loss promptly and beyond question, 
in case of fire or burglary. Easily worth hundreds 
SIS cos 6s Bewhos > aes sche css eco aun 
GARDEN 
G-F-3 The Best of the Hardy Asters...........4¢ 
B-G-67 How to Grow China-asters. . 4c 
B-G-37 What You Should Know About Dahlias. . 4c 
B-G-82 How to Make a Lattice and a Fence......4c 
B-G-35 Fall Is the Time to Plant the Garden. . 4c 
G-C-5 Flower Enemies and How to Control Them 6c 
B-G-5 How to Rid Your Lawn of Weeds........4c 
CHILD CARE AND TRAINING 
B-C-9 The Care of Expectant Mothers 4c 


B-C-8 Toys for Children and the Uses They Serve 4c 

The Mental Health of the Child. All normal children 
go thru difficult phases in their development. This 
book tells the mother how she can best deal with 
behavior problems. An outline of this course, which 
is useful for club work, may be obtained for 5c... .25¢ 


Address all orders to 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
7408 Meredith Building Des Moines, lowa 
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/: Gmper Ue Boule 


with these “guest-quality” Sheets that cost 


a so little...wear so long! 


Why Husbands prefer Pequots 


Men—bless ’em—have their own ideas of lux- 
ury. Surely—they want a sheet that is smooth 
and soft... But they also want one with sturdy, 
substantial texture. They like Pequots—for 
Pequots ask no favors of any man! 


Way Housewives agree 
Pequots will be a comfort to you, too, in more 
ways than one! You'll like their gentle soft- 
ness, their pure whiteness. Pequots resist 
rumpling —stay fresh longer on your beds. 
But most of all—the durability of Pequots is 
a real economy. It’s no wonder Pequots are 
the most popular sheets in America! Pamper 
your husband with Pequot Sheets—it pays! 
Pequot Mills, Salem, Massachusetts. 
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DOUBLE TAPE SELVAGES 
give extra strength at both 
edges of Pequot Sheets. 





wren, 
GUARANTEED 


US COvEEMMEN 














GUARANTEE LABEL. Spe- SIZE TABS. Every Pequot 
cific assurance to you of signals its size to you. A 
maintained high quality. permanent convenience. 


See.. nes .. Page . 














An Alka-Seltzer 


Tablet in a glass of water makes a spar- 
kling pleasant-tasting solution. Drink it 


and it gives quick relief from Head- 
aches, Sour Stomach, Distress after 
meals and other commonailments. Italso 
helps overcome excess acid condition 


so often associated with these troubles. 


30¢ x BO xs 


TUNE IN 
NBC - NETWORK 


OR BY THE GLASS 
AT DRUG STORE 
SODA FOUNTAINS 


th Alka-Seltzer .4°4%5:; 
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See your doctor re 


Ask him about 





larly. 
east- 


shaped Hy Nipples and 
wide te es Bottles. 
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~ BECAUSE EASIEST TO CLEAN 


HYGEIA 


AND NIPPLE 


NURSING BOTTLE 


New valve inside nipple 
helps prevent collapse. Tab 
keeps nipple germ-free. 
Smooth, rounded inner sur- 
face and wide mouth make 
cleaning bottle easy. 









AReaDT Pioneer 





Reduce Cost: Production 
Complete line of Battery Equip- 
ment for Chicks, Broilers, Pullets 

ers. Thousands are mak- 
ing money the ARNDT way. 
FREE Booklet tells the whole 
story. Write for it. 
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Poultry Batteries 



















SKETCHES BY DICK RAMSELL 


Out of the North 


Editor: How about an article on Canadian 
homes and gardens? We can equal or surpass 
anything I have yet seen in your magazine.— 


R, O. Bedford, Toronto, Canada. 
See Volume 16, Number 8 


Dear Sir: 1d like to say, as Mrs. S. from 
Colorado says, “Please have more about birds 
in your magazine.” I’m planning a bird sanctu- 
ary of my own. Since I don’t want it to be ex- 
pensive, I’d like to get as much information as 
possible on the subject.—Emily J. Chiles, 
McCormick, 8. C. 


> <ee April, 1938 BH&G, page 70; also, write 
pt. of Agriculture, Washington, D. C., and Na- 
tional Association of Audubon Societies, 1775 
Broadway, New York City. 


Severe Blow to Our Modesty 


Sirs: The most severe criticisms you have 
published are indeed petty, compared with 
criticisms solicited by other magazines. 

hese letters prove the correctness of my 
opinion of BH&SG. I repeat an open sentiment 
of your periodical which I never hesitate to 
express among my friends—‘It’s a true, repre- 
sentative publication of genuine Americanism, 
centered about the vital force of civilization— 
the family and its home environment.” Your 
advertisements, as well as your good articles, 
are worthy of showers of stardust.—Erven 
Marx, Hammond, Ind. 
@Our special thanks to this BHEG enthusiast 


—and to the other “flower” senders whose letters 
we haven’t space to print. 


lt Worked 


Gentlemen: Why can’t I make your “Back 
Talk!” page? Is it only for your “pets”? Or do 








you just toss a coin? The editor who conducts 
this must be a nut. Maybe he writes all the 
letters himself. 

I’ve written you several letters—all with 
constructive criticism. This one you can con- 
sider destructive. ll see how that works.— 
W. B. Cathcart, San Francisco, Calif. 


Two Short Jabs 


“It’s News to Me!” would be more interest- 
ing with less Nick init.... / 4 page on “Modern 
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Etiquette” would add to your magazine.—F. L. 
Rhoads, Boyertown, Pa. 


Sop in Lieu of Sports? 


Gentlemen: That Man Next Door—well, I 
never did care for wisecracks beyond the high- 
school age. I rather suspect the whole column 
is a sop to the disgruntled husband who picks 
up BH&G expecting to find a sports sec- 
tion, and after turning the pages thru is likely 
to ask what in heck anybody can see in a 
magazine like that. ... Why not a beginners’ de- 
partment?—Mrs. Ernest E. Lloyd, Milford, O. 





Dear “Whims & Hobbies” Department: My 
favorite hobby is “Beating Women.” .. . 
Beating them to seats in the subway every 
night coming home from work.—Frank Burns, 
Northport, N. Y. 


Small-Income Cottages 


Sirs: There’s a great need for a small cot- 
tage plan which people of the lower-income 
group can build and pay for without living in 
a shanty. Would certainly appreciate your 
referring me to some such plans. Something 
of this nature should be welcome to the great 
numbers that have tried to reach for the moon 
and have fallen into the abyss of depressions 
and recessions.—Martha S., Erie, Pa. 


@Since this letter was written, Martha S. no doubt 
has seen the last several issues of BHG&G. Publica- 
tion of the letter was delayed. 


Judging Johannsen 


Gentlemen: In your “Back Talk!” there have 
been complaints about labor costs. . . . The 
difficulty, as I see it, is that the great mass of 
white-collar workers are pitifully underpaid. 
Labor is well paid; professional men are often 
overpaid. ... We can’t have better homes and 
better gardens until this problem is faced and 
a proper solution found.—Rev. H. H., Stam- 
ford, Conn. 


Dear Editor: 1 thoroly agreewith Mr. Johann- 
sen of Chicago.—Mrs. Fred G. Stewart, Fort 
Worth, Tex. 


Dear Editor: You’re wandering around in a 
dense fog, Svenn. It’s unreasonable to believe 
that high labor costs must necessarily boost 
building material prices. I know that such is 
the case at present, but it wasn’t necessary. 
Lumber millers should have lowered prices, 
increased volume in that way. That unneces- 
sary rise in prices is what helped cause the 
depression, Mr. Johannsen, not the rise in 
labor costs.—E/don E. Johnson, Miltona, Minn. 





Dear Sirs: You hit it on the head, Svenn. 
Most people forget that labor costs hit us 
double when building a home—once in the 
materials, again in the building. 

Of course, I know the old lament of the 
building tradesmen—they work only part of 
the time. I’ve heard them sing it so much I 
know the song by heart. But as Mr. Johannsen 
points out, if they would work for less, more 
people could afford to build houses and in the 
end they’d make a bigger yearly wage. (Svenn 
fails, however, to point out that they don’t 
work so many hours nor do as much work as 
building labor previously did, making total 
cost even more to the builders.) If General 
Motors asked $2,000 for a “‘Chevvie,” they 
wouldn’t sell so many cars, either.—ZL. C. 
W’., Columbus, Ohio. 
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Speaks From Experience 


Dear Editor: Having been married to a car- 
penter for ten years, 1 think that I’m well 
enough informed to answer Svenn Johannsen’s 
squawk. 

If a plasterer or carpenter made $6 a day 
six days a week, every week of the year, like 
people on steady salaries, everything would be 
fine and dandy. But he doesn’t. 

The plasterer works about ten days or two 
weeks in building the average five-room frame 
house. He’s idle until another house is ready. 
. . . And while the plasterer is working the 
carpenter is idle, so there you are. 

No, Mr. Johannsen, building labor is high 
because bacon is 40 cents a pound. And every- 
thing else a carpenter has to buy is high- 
priced.— Mrs. Edwin W.. Canterbury, Ada, Okla. 


Another Voice of Experience 


Dear Sirs: In Philadelphia and vicinity the 
men who make $12 and $13 a day are rare 
individuals. My husband has both employed 
and been employed in the building trades as a 
carpenter and skilled craftsman for 20 years 
—and not since actual war times have such 
prices prevailed. Oh yes, according to union 
code books, the prevailing wage is anywhere 
from $1.25 to $1.75 per hour—but find the 
man who pays it and the man who gets it. He 
may get it for a short interval, but not for a 
period of 44 hours each week, fifty-two weeks 
in each year. 

Long, long ago someone figured out that 
rent should equal one-fourth of income; or in 
buying a house, it shouldn’t exceed more than 
two years’ income in price. The truth and fal- 
lacy of these statements have been argued 
times without number, but where do you, in 
these days at least, find the average couple 
with earnings of $2,000 a year willing to live 
in a $4,000 house? . . . One can’t get $7,000 
worth of house for $3,500 any more than one 
can get a brand-new Packard for the price of a 
Ford.—Mrs. L. C. Jones, Glenside, Pa. 


Figured Out 


Dear Sir: Being a building tradesman, I 
feel that I should tell my side of the story. If a 
man worked 6 days a week at $6 a day, this 
would be $36 a week or $1,836 a year (6 days 
deducted for national holidays). Now every- 
one concedes that building is subject to weather 
conditions, and architects who protect their 
clients won’t permit men to work under un- 
favorable weather conditions. Being very con- 
servative, about 60 working days are lost on 
small-home construction because of weather 
conditions, so that would be $360 lost, which 
leaves $1,476, or $28 weekly. Out of that he 
has to keep up his tools and work garments. 
This is a small sum for a man with a trade, 
and can be earned by workers in other fields 
without a trade. . . . When building trades- 
men of years ago earned $6 or so a day, they 
did about half the work expected of a man 
today. 

Today’s small home has more wiring and 
outlets than a three- or four-apartment build- 
ing of years ago, built-in bathtubs, showers, 
cabinets, tile walls and floors, hot water, auto- 
matic heating and air conditioning, insulation, 
kitchen cabinets, ventilators, etc. Of course, 
we want all the comforts of a modern home; 
but it all takes more material and labor.— 
L. H., Chicago, Til. 


Bully for Svenn 


Sir: In Svenn Johannsen’s letter on build- 
ing labor, despairing as it is, I find encour- 
agement, since it shows there are still a few 
people who believe in paying their way and 
living within their means. Has he met the car- 
penter who demanded $1.50 per hour for re- 
pair work, and successfully went on relief 
rather than accept the 50 to 75 cents an hour 
at which plenty of work was offered him? 
(Well, I did.) Does he take into consideration 
that the cost of government last year was 
something like 314 billion more than the entire 
country spent for food, and 12 billion more 
than the total spent for rent?—ZL. C. Long, 
Canton, Ohio. 








WINTER COMES 


This spectacular picture shows Paradise Inn, on Mt. Rainier, in the depth of winter—almost buried by ice and 
snow. Tempestuous storms batter it all winter long. Spring thaws and rain literally soak it with water and sum- 
mer suns beat down upon it with blistering heat. Built twenty years ago with roof and side walls of Red 
Cedar Shingles, Rainier National Park officials state: “With the exception of a few minor repairs, not one cent 
has been spent on its exterior.” Photo by Orville Borgersen. 


Re-roof Now with 


Cobar Shingles 


... Pays For Itself in Fuel Savings 


OU can put a new Cedar Shingle roof of average size right 
5 oer the old roof at a cost of less than five dollars per year, 
figured by the years it will last, and save this cost many times 
over each year by the saving of fuel bills alone. 


You can over-wall your home with a double layer of Cedar 
Shingles at no greater cost than a single layer because of wider 
weather exposure and effect substantial savings on fuel—in 
summer time your home will be cool and comfortable, particu- 
larly your bedrooms. 





Don’t Be Misled—An analysis of fire 
losses in 149 cities, covering 2,500,- 
000 buildings, as reported by the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters, 
states there were 71 per cent more 
fires per 100 buildings of all other 
types than per 100 frame buildings. 


Free—We will gladly send you a 
pamphlet on over-roofing and double- 
walling, giving full particulars. 


Write the Red Cedar Shingle Bu- 
reau, Dept. A, Seattle, Wash., U.S.A., 


or Vancouver, B. C., Canada. 


FOR GUARANTEED GRADES AND QUALITY SPECIFY— 
































Hor weather helps to breed germs 
in toilets. Don’t risk insanitation. 
Sani-F usu was originated to clean 
toilets. And you don’t have to 
rub and scrub, either. 

Just sprinkle a little of this odor- 
less powder in the bowl. (Follow 
directions on the can.) Flush the 
toilet. Sani-FLUSH removes stains. 
It purifies the hidden trap that 
no other method can reach. It 
banishes the cause of toilet odors. 
SaNI-FLusH cannot injure plumb- 
ing connections. It is also effective 
for cleaning automobile radiators 
(directions on can). Sold by gro- 
cery, drug, hardware, and five-and- 
ten-cent stores. 25c and 
10c sizes. The Hygienic 
Products Co., Canton, O. 








CLEANS TOILET BOWLS WITHOUT SCOURING 








SUPERIOR Meat Circulator 


A Furnace in your Fireplace 


A FORM 
AROUND WHICH 
TO BUILD 


A Proven Product 
Circulates warm air to all corners and into 
adjoining rooms. The only unit with rein- 
forced fire-box. ae weed, — or gas. 

Write for full 
SUPERIOR FIREPLACE co. 
1046 5S. Olive St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dr. Scholl’s Zino- 
pads instantly relieve, 
quickly remove corns. 

revent corns, sore toes, 
blisters. Ease new or tight 
shoes. Soothing. Safe, sure. 
— but a trifle. ane for 

Corns, Callouses, Bu 
Soft Corns between on” 


D' Scholls Zino-pads 

















| Don’t Want Your Husband! 


body who requires neither admiration nor 
brilliance in his conversation and can be 
treated more or less as another man, 
then—watch the wife! She fidgets on her 
chair. She casts uneasy glances from the 
corner where she was happily gossiping 
with an old crony. Shortly she rises and 
heads directly for her particular property. 

“It’s time we were going home,” she 
announces, grabbing this possession of 
hers from my side. 


Here’s a female any woman would 
have sworn a husband wouldn’t bother to 
notice. And there he is, taking his ease on 
the very divan where she sits, looking 
really peaceful, and neither one seeming 
to be making any particular effort to 
entertain the other. She must be up to 
some trick. Flattery. Cooing, perhaps. An 
intriguing indifference to capture Henry 
when he’s off guard. Besides, who is she 
to merit attention from my husband? Am 
I to be put on a par with a near-frump 
who forgets to rouge and half the time 
wears her hair waved, the other half 
au natural? Have | for possible rival a 
woman who /ooks the old maid she is, and 
has only a somewhat maternal presence 
to recommend her to a man? Ah! That’s 
it. Nothing more insidious than that 
motherly attitude—and from an old maid, 
of all persons! She may even be advising 
Henry to mix.a hot toddy for his on- 
coming cold. Time to take Henry home. 


So, THINKING she’s ruining my little 
triumph, my quarter of an hour in the 
company of HER man, the wife sweeps 
Henry (willingly enough, I must admit) 
off to the car, consigning me again to my 
corner, half- fuming, half-relieved. 

If friend husband dances with me— 
often just being chivalrous—that’s the 
unpardonable sin. How can he deviate 
long enough from the charmed circle of 
the benedicts to find any possible enjoy- 
ment in twirling me around? Yet he looks 
pleased. You see, I happen to be what is 
known as a neat dancer. I demand no 
running conversation with my dancing. 
I am the right height, if plumpish. My 
feet, I was long since told, were endowed 
by Mercury. But for a husband to dis- 
cover my dancing ability, despite a two- 
season’s-old evening gown, is wormwood 
to a wife. My dances are frequently 
spoiled by seeing the wife on the side- 
lines watching with bewildered distress. 
Of course, complacent wives take the 
sting out of this slight defection by re- 
marking when we finish near their chairs: 
“T see John and you have been having a 
good time. John dislikes to let an old 
friend go without at least one dance.” 
And I always get the inference; altho 
kindly, John never suspects the innuendo. 


THESE little contretemps would be 
amusing, if they weren’t so numerous, 
such serious matters to the wife. Further, 
they rub me the wrong way. I would like 
to feel I’m civilized enough to talk for 
half an hour about better housing with a 
man of intelligence, without his wife’s 
turning a quite unromantic discussion 
into violent flirtation. 

Also my pride is “teeched.” It would 
seem as tho, failing to net myself a hus- 
band, I’d come to a point where in des- 
peration I must take such crumbs of 
masculine attention as wives carelessly 
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let fall at my feet. That, perhaps, is the 
crux of the whole silly situation. Wives 
don’t want to share their husbands’ atten- 
tion with even the most harmless of 
spinsters. 


lp THE wives only knew! 1 don’t want 
their husbands any more than they want 
me to have them. If marriage and the 
sense of additional prestige it seems to 
give many women had been vital to me, 
if masculine admiration had been honey 
for my bread of life, I should by hook 
or crook have found a way to marry. I 
can, however, survive as a spinster and 
feel no ignominy. I don’t pine for notice 
from another’s “man,” even while relish- 
ing masculine companionship as adding 
to the zest of life. I’m quite without de- 
signs upon any married man. And | 
convince myself that if drawn to any 
woman’s husband, I should be far more 
subtle than wives give me credit for being! 
That also rankles. To be considered so 
unadroit as to angle for a woman’s hus- 
band right under her nose, when expori- 
ents of glamour long since showed the 
way via a cup of tea before the fire of a 
country inn, out of danger of prying eyes 
—and a hundred other ways to win away 


a husband. 


Or.aM I Cleopatra reincarnate and 
don’t know it? Which would be tragic! 
Equipped with all the wiles of a man- 
catcher and unaware of it! Can I actually 
make Tom’s heart beat faster—at my age, 
with my modest endowment of charm? 
Which shall I do, be flattered by the way 
I panic the wives, or distressed at their 
niggardliness in trying to deprive me of 
even a brief wide-awake conversation with 
an intelligent man? 

It has reached the point where I must 
decide between becoming the symbol-of- 
the-siren wives seem to think me, or 
carrying a sort of rain check I hand out 
to wives while I’m talking with their 
spouses. 

This might be a neat little receipt 
promising return of the spouse with un- 
damaged affections, reading by way of 
complete reassurance: 

“Lady, I don’t want your husband!” 


WIVES: Is Clair Ladd dead right, or do you 
think it’s just that she doesn’t understand? 
You have a chance for rebuttal—to vent your 
righteous indignation via letter. Choice letters 
criticizing Spinster Ladd’s diatribe will be 
published in Back Talk. No letters can be 
acknowledged or returned—none over 200 words 
will be considered.— The Editors. 





Gardener’s Cure-all 
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and decay are constantly working against 
it. So buy or build only sturdy, soundly 
made lattice. 

If you’re the kind who barks your 
knuckles or saws off a finger every time 
you get near tools, your building-ma- 
terials dealer has lattice of various designs 
and cuts ready-made and waiting for you. 

If you make your own, white pine, cy- 
press, and other soft woods are the most 
satisfactory. They hold their shape better, 
warp less than harder woods, and don’t 
crack when they’re erected. Especially if 
you're using scroll or fine pattern work 











where close cutting is necessary, select 
soft wood; the points and projections are 
less likely to break. 

Lattice placed beside a building should 
stand at least six inches away to afford 
free circulation of air. If it’s smack against 
the wall, the lattice soon rots and falls 
apart, the vines are harmed, and the wall 
itself rots. 


Onrp nary wire nails are no good for 
latticework. They won’t hold. Use copper 
screws. Altho they’re more expensive and 
time-consuming, as holes must be drilled 
for the screws to prevent splitting, it’s the 
way to be sure of results. Where you use 
wire, use copper wire. 

When you put lattice together, take 
special care that parts shed rain and snow. 
There must be nocracks nor pockets where 
strips cross one another. These must be 
sealed with paint and putty. Three coats 
of paint are customary: one before the 
strips are assembled; one after, with spe- 
cial emphasis on the joints; and a final 
coat when the work is finished. The best 
color is white, but it must of course be 
kept fresh, for a shabby lattice loses its 
whole decorative value. 


Go TO work on your lattice now. It 
bridges the interval of barrenness between 
the last season and the next with pleasant 
messages. And it’s decorative even before 
the vines begin to grow. It is color and life 
as the vines develop and partly hide it. 
Truly, its many uses demonstrate that 
it’s the gardener’s “cure-all.” 





Invisible Values 


| Begins on page 14 | 


tions of the salesman. He’s there to serve 
and help you. If you’re not sufficiently 
familiar with woods to recognize those 
used, ask about them. Among the many 
fine furniture woods, the two most fa- 
miliar and best loved are our native 
American walnut, with its rich, mellow 
coloring, and the regal mahogany. Sunny 
maple, birch, oak, and,other woods are 
used for the more informal types of 
furniture. If walnut or mahogany appeals 
to you, ask whether the piece is all walnut 
or mahogany, or used in combination 
with other woods. Ask, too, about the 
finish. Is it waxed, lacquered, or var- 
nished? Is it water- and alcohol-resistant? 
Does it reveal the full loveliness and 
richness of the wood texture and figure? 
Thick, opaque finishes are a thing of the 
past. Fine cabinet wood finished naturally 
is a “thing of beauty and a joy forever.”, 

Should you buy solid or veneered con- 
struction? It’s up to you. In quality 
furniture, either is good. Solid walnut and 





In this Eighteenth-Century sofa the most es- 
sential value besides design and construc- 
tion is the workmanship in the upholstery 





NAIL ON AT TOP 


PULL DOWN LIKE A 
SHADE AND FLUFF 


See that the 
insulation for your 
home meets all 
these requirements 


] Efficiency: Made of 
wood fibers, their natural 
high resistance to heat 
increased by interweaving, 
creping and laminating. 


2 Flexibility: Fits snugly. 
It can be tucked into odd 

spaces, around windows, 

electric wires, pipes, etc. 


3 Permanence: Kimsul 
is highly resistant to 
fire, vermin and moisture. 


4 Non-Settling: Stays 
put. Leaves no unpro- 























an uninsulated wall. 


Because one inch is usually all that is required, and 
provides the most protection per dollar of cost, Kimsul 
is made in blankets one-inch thick. You don’t need to 
pay for more than is needed to do the job. Yet when 
special circumstances demand extra protection, simply 
use two or more blankets. 

Whether living in an old home or building a new 
one, find out how Kimsul can add to your comfort, 
winter and summer, and soon pay for itself through 
the fuel it saves. Ask any architect, contractor or build- 


ing material dealer. 


tected spots; will not shred, 
sift or settle. 


f Lightness: 1000 sq. ft. only 
weigh 131.5 Ibs.—adds prac- 

tically nothing tothe structural 

load. 

(j Proper Thickness: One- 
inch Kimsul provides 

maximum comfort and fuel 


Kimberly-Clark Corporation, (Kimsul Division), 


Established 1872 
122 East 42nd St., New York 


W ONE INCH 


THICKNESS 
F Does the Sob! 






& CAN. PAT. OFF 


Expanding Klanket 
INSULATION 


Obviously if you completely fill your wall spaces with in- 
sulation, you'll stop more heat from escaping. But it’s 
extravagant to do so. For one inch of Kimsul* will stop 
the biggest share of the heat that would be wasted through 


8 South Michigan Ave., Chicago 
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savings for the investment. 
7 ‘No Waste: Every square 
inch is usable. 
Ease of Handling and 
Installing: No cutting or 
fitting needed. 
G Expandability: Kimsul 
speeds up work and reduces 


installation costs. 
*Reg. U. S. & Can. Pat. Off. 


Neenah, Wisconsin 












Send Free book’ Kimsul—Year ‘Round Insulation” BHG-8 
Name 

Address 

City State 
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—BY SENDING US 


YOUR OLD RUGS 
CARPETS, CLOTHING 


Mail Coupon or 1c Postal 
for big FREE BOOK of 
Rugs and Model Rooms in 
Colors. Shows how we merge, 
shred, sterilize and reclaim 
wool in all kinds of old rugs, 
clothing — bleach, respin, 
redye and weave into deep- 
textured, new, Seamless, Re- 
versible, Broadloom Rugs— 


ANY SIZE YOU WANT 


CHOICE of 66 Early Amer- 
ican, Oriental and modern 
designs, solid colors, blends, 

ovals, Orders Filled in Week. 


PHONE your Freight or 
— Express man to call 
s yee door for material, 
ship it at our expense. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. Our 
i 64th year. Factory-to-You! 
(Beware of agents.) 






OLSON RUG CO. 
CHICAGO NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO 
Mail to 2800 N. Crawford Av. Chicago, Dept. E-6 
Yes, mail FREE, your 66 page, money-saving 

Book in colors, Beautiful New Rugs from Old. 





Name a a ees a ae es : 


Address ee eee —s 


TON Sines ee State one 26 








ARM weather ...cool me poe A 5c packageina 

pitcher of water, sugared and iced, quenches the 

thirst of allyour family, Contains healthful Vitamin 

“D.” Your grocer has seven truly refreshing flavors. 
Try this delicious beverage y. 


FREE Aviation Caps 


FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
Pilot or Pa Cloth Cap FREE to 
ros Send NO money. Just mail 
HR i emet Kool-Aid packages Se 
to Perkins ucts Co., 5535 W. 6Sth St 
Chicago, Illinois. 





































Invisible Values 


mahogany furniture have countless ad- 
mirers. Or if you’re a lover of the ex- 
quisite patterning of finely figured woods, 
turn to veneered construction. Only thru 
veneering processes can Nature’s choicest 
treasures be used practically. Five-ply 
construction—that is, five layers of wood 
glued together under pressure so that the 
grain of alternate layers runs at go-de- 
gree angles—usually honors the tops and 
ends of good veneered furniture. The 


There's justifiable pride in owning a beautifully 
carved reproduction like this mahogany one 


structural parts where strength is es- 
sential—chair frames, table legs, and the 
posts and rails of dressers, sideboards, 
and other cabinet pieces—are made of 
solid wood. Also, solid wood has its place 
in parts that are to be enriched by carv- 
ing, fluting, or reeding. 

In upholstered furniture, especially, it’s 
important to study critically the con- 
structional details. An attractive cover 
may hide a multitude of sins, not only in 
workmanship but in materials. A good 
upholstered piece will give service for 
years; a poor one will fall apart in a few 
short months. 

For much of your check up on up- 
holstered pieces you'll have to rely on the 
integrity of the salesman and the store, 
plus the reliability of the manufacturer. 
Ask whether the frame of the sofa or 
chair is built of strictly first-class, thoroly 
seasoned, kiln-dried hardwood, and if the 


joinings are thoroly doweled and glue-, 


blocked for sturdiness. The rails or main 
parts of the frame should be at least 11 
inches thick. The legs should run thru to 
the top of the rail. 


THE quality of the webbing and springs 
and the way they’ve been applied are 
of prime importance. Only the best web- 
bing, preferably 4 inches wide, closely 
interlaced and securely tacked to the 
frame, should be used, together with suf- 
ficient double-cone springs, well-japanned 
and evenly tempered, to stand the wear 
and tear of household use. In well-con- 
structed upholstered pieces, the springs 
are thoroly stitched to the webbing founda- 
tion, tied 8 times, and knotted with stout 
Italian flax blocking cord. Over this a 
sturdy burlap is applied firmly to the 
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springs. Then the filling, usually all hair, 
perfectly sterilized, is evenly distributed, 
stitched into place, and topped with a 
layer of white cotton felt. Or sterilized 
down or a down-and-feather combination 
goes into some of the more de luxe seats 
and pillows. As for the outer cover, it 
may be any one of a delightful variety of 
fine designs and interesting textures. 
Choose it to suit the current style trends, 
the type of piece to be upholstered, and 
your own preferences. It should be im- 
peccably tailored, securely fastened to 
the frame, and firmly hand-sewed into 
place. You may even buy the sofa or 
chair in its plain muslin or sateen cover, 
select your outer fabric, then have it 
tailored on the piece to your order. 


So MUCH for the high lights of good 
furniture construction. Pieces that meet 
these requirements offer countless other 
superiorities as well. And remember, 
money spent for good furniture pays large 
dividends in terms of gracious, cultured 
living. That spent for poor is a constant 
source of dissatisfaction. 





Farewell 
to Furnace Fixing 


[ Begins on page 26 | 


tions from me, either, but I might be able 
to help in a random sort of way. 

First, what will an automatic burner 
cost you? 

If your old boiler or warm-air plant 
isn’t wheezy, you can convert it with a new 
burning unit and a simple laying on of the 
hands. Oil burner and stoker conversion 
units, installed and complete with con- 
trols, cost around $250 to $325, or more 
for stokers if you get the sealed-bin, ash- 
removing type. Conversion gas burners 
cost a third to a half less—around $150 
to $180. 

Before buying, squint into the innards 
of various makes of burners. After testing 
a number of oil burners two years ago, 
the United States Department of Agri- 
culture concluded “‘there is considerable 
variation in prices of equipment of ap- 
parently the same general design and 
quality.” Some of the $325 gun-type oil 
burners were no better than some of the 
$250 ones. 


Four out of Five 


Don’t shy from conversion. Four out of 
five burners sold go into old heating plants. 

You ought to know, tho, that a boiler 
or furnace designed for coal is less efficient 
with oil or gas than a unit designed 
especially for oil or for gas—roughly 5 to 
10 percent less efficient. Able heating 
engineers can usually squelch any higher 
loss. They choose the type of burner best 
adapted to the firebox. Sometimes they 
reshape the firebox with brick, or install 
baffles in the flues or more heating sections 
in the boiler. Sometimes they can save as 
much as 25 percent of the fuel. It’s 
essential, you see, to deal with engineers 
who know their gas and oil. 

I know a fellow named Schwartz who 
bought a good burner from a second-rate 
dealer. After a couple of months it be- 
gan to smell up the house. “Yeh,” said 
the dealer, ‘‘a lot of them do it. It’s the 
nature of the brutes.” 

Schwartz went to a good engineer and 
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found it was nothing of the sort. The 
engineers skinned off the furnace’s outer 
casing and filled some leaks in the firepot 
seams. And there was no more odor. 
Good dealers make certain that firepot 
seams are tight when they put in the 
burner, for the alternate heating and 
cooling of the firepot as the burner pops 
on and off tend to loosen weak seams. 
Maybe you don’t want a conversion 
burner. Maybe you’re building a new 
house or maybe your old furnace is junk. 
What will an entirely new plant cost? 
That all depends on how extensive a 
plant you get. A steel, metal-jacketed, 
forced-warm-air furnace with a fan, mo- 
tor, filter, humidifier, burner, and auto- 
matic control might set you back any- 
where from $350 to $500 for gas. An oil or 
stoker plant would cost $100 more, maybe. 


Stuff and Nonsense 


Now let’s look at fuel costs; not com- 
parative cleanliness or desirability of the 
fuel; just the dollars-and-cents cost of the 
heat you put into your home. There’s 
a notion among some that fuel costs make 
automatic heating prohibitive. That’s 
nonsense. We demonstrated in last 
month’s Better Homes & Gardens how 
stokers larrup fuel bills. In many sections 
stoker coal costs a third less than coal 
for hand-firing. And your stoker, because 
you can’t shovel coal up under the fire 
the way a stoker does, gets you some 10 
percent more heat out of every dollar’s 
worth you buy. 

But that’s coal, you say. What about 
oil and gas? 

Admittedly, coal is the burly, black- 
bearded, hairy-chested, bull-necked 
swashbuckler of the heating trio. On a 
bare fuel-cost basis, oil and gas, in most 
sections of the United States, can’t com- 
pete with him. To say that is sticking 
my neck out. In some sections oil and 
gas cost no more than coal, or even less. 
In any event, they’re no luxury. Gas 
companies commonly give a special rate 
for house heating, maybe only a third of 
what they charge for cooking gas. 

Service costs are sometimes a factor; 
usually they’re not. Your dealer cus- 
tomarily gives you a year’s free service, 
andrafter that your fuel dealer often takes 
over service work as a good-will measure. 
Glad to do it, he says. And we think 
it’s nice of him. Even if you pay for 
cleaning and adjustments, they should 
cost you little on good equipment properly 
installed. 

You mustn’t overlook the cost of oper- 
ating the electric motor that drives the 
oil burner or stoker. This cost may be $1 
or $2 or more a month. On oil burners that 
use a constant-flame pilot light, the gas 
cost may be a dollar or more. If your 
plant is a forced-warm-air system, power 
for the circulating fan will be a couple 
of dollars or so a month during the heating 
season. 


One Sure Way 


There’s one pretty sure way to find out 
what automatic heating will cost you in 
your own home—call a good heating 
engineer. After examining your walls, 
your insulation or lack of it, your old 
heating plant, after finding out if you 
have storm sash and weather stripping 
and so on, he can tell you within § per- 
cent what heating during a normal season 
will cost you with an oil burner, with 
gas, or with a stoker. 

Because the gas burner is simplest of 











Okie Stoke is a queer little sprite, 

As queer as he can be; 
He tends your furnace day and night 
And works without a fee. 


No soot, no dust, no dirt, no smoke, 

No colds from drafts and chills; 
For Okie Stoke won't keep you broke 
With bills for fuel and pills. 






@ Maybe you think that all automatic coal 
burners or stokers are about alike. They 
are not. Quality of materials used, kind 
of materials used, precision engineering, 
and manufacturing experience make a 
tremendous difference. And that is one 
of the tremendous differences between 
Fairbanks-Morse Automatic Coal Burners 
and ordinary stokers. They are not a side 
line. They are engineered throughout with 
the precision for which Fairbanks-Morse 
has been famous for more than a century. 
They have proved their superiority in 
thousands of homes during the past five 
years. The free book gives you the whole 
story—and you'll be money ahead if you 
read it before you buy. Mail coupon now. 
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When Okie Stoke you deem to hire, 
You get one long vacation 

From the mussy business of tending fire, 

And all that sort of vexation. 










He keeps your home fires burning bright, 
He needs no shovel or poker, 

For Okie Stoke—you guessed it right— 

Is the F-M Automatic Stoker. 
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FREE BOOK 
AT ONCE! 






; Fairbanks, Morse & Co. : 
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; Chicago, Il. : 
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and Bath (Materiats) 91025 


Buy Direct from Mill and Save— 
You buy from our 5 great mills at lowest 
wholesale prices. One order buys your 
home complete. No eztras! Over 270,000 perme, live 
in Gordon-Van Tine Homes. Many save $3! and up! 

Famous Ready-Cut System—Saves you 30% in 
labor, 18% in lumber waste and gives you stronger, 
better built home. Brings the savings of modern pro- 
duction methods to home building. 

Finest Guaranteed Materials—Complete iron- 
clad specifications assure you of guaranteed lumber 
millwork, hardware, paint, tinwork. Best materials and 
strongest. construction save repair costs year alter year. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back. 

Attractive Modern Features—Skillfully arranged 
floor plans, sunlight kitchens planned to save time and 
steps, cheerful dinettes, modern bathrooms and many 
other features mean more comfort and less work for 
the housewife. 

Building Material Catalog—Get free book of 5,000 
Building Material bargains. Doors, windows, paint, 
hardware, built-in fixtures, lumber—everything 


for fix-up — amazing LANS 
money-saving 
prices. of Ho 
ook s 
FREE = home Meme 
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Con aca 
specifi enain 


Gordon-VanTine 


World’s Largest on-¥an in Home De Since 1865 
1816 Case Street, Davenport, Iowa. 
Check free books wanted: Homes, [) Farm Build- 
ings, () Bullding Material C atalog. 





I Ne Te Oe ee es St ee 


Address 









Homes & Gardens is my best 





Better 
ther I am redecorating 





friend, whe 
*g bedroom, contemplating © 





wy boy 
drastic change in my 





garden, or 






planning & meal that must be deli- 





cious and out of the ordinary- It 






original, practical, end, 


it not only gives me 


ie smart, 






best of all, 






valuable suggestions but it also 
It's 









stimulates my own ingenuity. 


ea bousenold necessity: 






says Mrs. 5. W. of Massachusetts 


From its very beginning, the chief 
aim of Better Homes & Gardens has 
been to provide new, helpful ideas for 
making the home more comfortable 
and attractive. Each issue helps you 
to solve your homemaking problems 
by presenting many “how-to” hints. 

Your friends will appreciate Better 
Homes & Gardens’ Saletan too. 
Show them your copy and ask them 
to subscribe. And be sure that you 
get every one of the coming big issues 
by sending in your order now. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 





Farewell to Furnace Fixing 


the three types, it requires the least up- 
keep and lasts longest. Gas men say their 
burners last indefinitely. Oil burners are 
high-strung by comparison. Their average 
life is around g years. Stokers are more 
plodding than oil burners, last somewhat 
longer. 


What Does Gas Save You? 


There you are. That’s what you'll have 
to pay out for automatic heating. Now 
let’s see what it saves you. 

We could get lyrical about this. We 
could tell you of gentlemen who started 
their burners the first cool day of fall and 
never poked a finger into the heater room 
again until next spring. Think of that. 
No turning out at 6 in the morning to 
stoke up. No trotting downstairs at 10 
and 2 for the wife. No waiting grimly in an 
overcoat for the heat to come up. No 58- 
degree temperatures at breakfast, 80 
degrees at noon, 60 at dinner. 

But let’s not get lyrical. Let’s stick to 
hard-headed dollars and cents. 

One midwestern gas company has fig- 
ured out that, in its area, to fire by 
hand costs a penalty of $114.24 a year; 
that is, it costs $114.24 in addition to the 
fuel itself. 

Firing the furnace and banking and re- 
building fires cost $1.82 a week, or $58.88 
for the 32-week heating season, it 
figures. That’s 26 cents a day. Put a price 
on your time and figure out what it costs 
you each day. Go on, it may save you 
some money. Is it 26 cents a day, $58 a 
year? That’s a surprising price to pay for 
the irritations and discomforts of hand- 
firing, isn’t it? 

Look at other costs. Eighteen cents a 
week, $5.76 a year, for ash disposal. 
Twenty -seven cents a week, $8.64 a sea- 
son, for sickness due to temperature 
changes. Figure two or three colds a 
winter for everyone in the family, a 
couple of days lost from work or school, 
maybe. Maybe a doctor bill. Twenty- 
seven cents is a pretty conservative fig- 
ure, isn’t it? 


Cold 70 Chased 


Temperatures are constant with auto- 
matic firing. Thermostats made now are 
sensitive to changes of less than one de- 
gree. You’ve heard about “cold 7o.” 
When a gas or oil burner is inoperative for 
quite a time, the air stops circulating 
and becomes stratified; the floor is cold, 
the ceiling hot. No one can deny that 
cold 7o has been a problem. But these 
sensitive controls operate the burners 
more often and at shorter intervals, and 
they’ve mitigated the effects of stop-and- 
go firing. 

Cold 70 never was much of a stoker 
problem, for with them a bed of coals 
delivers heat continuously. 

Should you buy, get the most sensitive, 
trustworthy controls you can get. Don’t 
think you can economize on them. They 
save fuel, for one thing. Tests show that 
in Washington, D. C., it takes nearly a 
fifth more fuel to heat a house to 75 
degrees than to 70. And it takes 7 percent 
more to heat to 72 degrees than to 70. 

Before we end today’s lesson, look at 
one more cost against hand- firing. When 
your house was built, the investment in 
the basement was proportionally equal 
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to that in other rooms. If it’s a six-room 
house worth, say, $60 a month, then 


each room costs you $10 a month. And 


it’s logical to add a share of the cost of 
this space to the bill for old-fashioned heat- 
ing methods. For with clean automatic 
firing, you could transform this furnace 
room into a den or game-room. 

And consider one more cost—dirt. 
Your old hand-fired heating plant is a 
big, hulking, drooling-mouthed dirt pro- 
ducer, the biggest in your house. It puffs 
up a mist of dust that means more scrub- 
bing, dusting, and sweeping; more dry- 
cleaning bills for draperies, rugs, and 
furniture; more repapering and painting. 
This midwestern gas company figured the 
additional cost to householders was 59 
cents a week, $18.88 a season. Had you 
ever figured that? 

Automatic heating sends this cost down 
for the count. Gas is absolutely clean. 
Oil, tho not so clean as gas, must also 
receive a high cleanliness rating. Says 
the chairman of the public relations com- 
mittee of the Chicago Coa/ Merchants’ As- 
sociation: ‘Accurate regulation, perfect 
combustion, and absolutely tight oil 
connections, whether the tank is indoors 
or outdoors, will assure cleanliness and 
freedom from odor.” 


And 14 Million for Brassieres 


Offhand, coal is supposed to be dirty. 
But you can have pretty close to absolute 
cleanliness with a sealed-bin stoker. And 
if you fill a hopper by hand, remember 
that most retail merchants are now equip- 
ped to treat coal before delivery to make 
it dustless. And ash dust is no, problem, 
because anthracite stokers remove the 
ash automatically to sealed cans, and 
bituminous stokers fuse the residue into 
a dustless clinker you remove with tongs. 

Now figure out what it costs you not to 
have automatic heating. A hundred and 
fourteen dollars a year, says this gas 
company. Balance what it costs you to 
have it against what it costs you not to 
have it. 

Do you still think you can’t afford auto- 
matic firing? 

If $150 to $400 is too big a chunk all at 
once, several manufacturers offer financ- 
ing plans. And the Federal Housing Ad- 
ministration will insure substantial loans 
thru local banks. You and John Doakes 
can find a way. You found 450 million for 
radios last year, 20 million for dry shavers, 
33 million for corsets and girdles, and 14 
million for brassieres, didn’t you? 





WHIMS & HOBBIES 


Bob Burns, Van Buren, Arkansas’ gift 
to national good humor, built a cabin re- 
treat near his home for those times when 
he feels like getting away from it all. The 
enormous fireplace in the cabin cost more 
than all the rest of the structure. 
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A philatelic harem is the successful 
hobby of E. A. Francis—better known as 
**Shorty”’ (he’s 6 feet 2 inches)— of 
Marshalltown, Iowa, an ardent gar- 
dener, also. This seductive-sounding 
avocation is the collecting of the women 














of the world—as found on postage 
stamps! Mr. Francis’ absolute impar- 
tiality is shown in that he hasn’t con- 
fined his stamps to those depicting only 
the beautiful. He takes them as they 
come. 
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For the first time in 28 years of married 
life, because his wife was convalescing 
from an appendectomy, Forest. Addition, 
of Flowery Branch, Georgia, had to get 
breakfast and hence discovered that if 
four to a dozen slices of bacon are placed 
in the skillet in a sort of basket weave, 
they can all be flipped, like a flapjack, 
with one wave of the wrist. The basket 
weave, moreover, doubles the pan’s ca- 
pacity, and with ordinary care, the bacon 
can be taken up in a crispy disk, making 
an unusually attractive breakfast dish. 
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As a memento of a visit with Lily Pons 
at Silvermine, Connecticut, in 1937, 
Grace Moore sent Miss Pons a young 
blue spruce tree for the estate. The 
thrilled singer had a small bronze plate 
inscribed with Miss Moore’s name, and 
the date—and thus started what Lily 
calls her “‘autograph grove.”’ 





Cinema’s 
Culinary Cut-Up 
| Begins on page 16 | 


ing one in his new house. The pool con- 
tains goldfish and water plants. 

We talked about cooking. Herbert was 
right in his element. 

“My first favorite is spaghetti,” he 
said. “I got the recipe direct from Enrico 
Caruso. I well remember Caruso barging 
into an Italian restaurant—on Ninth 
Street in New York, I think it was— 
and singing a snatch of some aria at the 
top of his voice as he invaded the kitchen 
and himself prepared the spaghetti.” 


«ce 

How about stew?” I asked. “That’s 
one of my favorites.” 

“‘Mine, too,” he said. “I use shin beef, 
carrots, yellow turnips, onions, tomatoes, 
potatoes; with cloves, thyme, and bay 
leaves for flavor. Speaking of stews, they 
had a party at Pickfair one night, and 
Mary Pickford had provided an elegant 
buffet of sliced roast turkey, wonderful 
ham, and other things. She had, by uncan- 
ny instinct, provided a bowl of beef stew 
on the goulash order—imagine that at a 
swell buffet dinner! I discovered it and 
raised such an uproar that pretty soon 
everybody was eating stew. 

“Then here’s another thing. Put left- 
over stew in the refrigerator, and next day 
it makes a debut as ‘potted beef’; and it’s 
still good sliced and served under the 
new name. 

“By the way, my mother was Scotch, 
and she had a way of cooking sauerkraut 
that you may not have heard of.” It’s a 
combination Scotch-German recipe. His 
description gave a reminiscence of Scotch 
haggis. 

“Do you know how to havea flaky pie- 
crust?” he said. 

“T’ll bite on any piecrust. How?” 

“Use plenty of shortening and put the 




















WRINGS HANDS AS WILLIE TRIPS, 
SCATTERING FISH FOOD OVER 
JUST—CLEANED RUG 



























Le Laren Sade 


REALIZES HUBBY'S SISTER DUE 
ANY SECOND — SUDDENLY 
REMEMBERS HER NEW BISSELL 














GRATEFUL THAT HI-LO BRUSH 
CONTROL ADJUSTS ITSELF TO ANY 
RUG NAP —— HIGH OR LOW 














BEAMS AS BISSELL CLEANS UNDER 
LOW FURNITURE —— STAY—ON 
BUMPERS PREVENT SCRATCHING 











EXPLAINS TO SISTER ‘A BISSELL IS GRAND 
FOR QUICK CLEAN-UPS-——SAVES vACcUUM 
FOR PERIODIC CLEANING” 








BISSELL 


The really better sweeper 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 











STAY-ON BUMPERS 
Cleaning with a Bissell is doubly easy 
because you needn't worry about mar- 
ring furniture—Stay-on Bumpers guard 
against scratches as your Bissell swoops 
into tight places. The exclusive Hi-Lo 
Brush Control makes good sweeping on 
any floor surface easiest with a Bissell. 


Handsome new models from 
$3.95 to $7.50 at your dealer’s 








ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
FOR CLUB PROGRAMS 


PropLe like pictures. The members 
of your club will particularly enjoy 
the new Better Homes & Gardens illus- 
trated lectures. 





There are four lec- 
tures, each consisting of sixty beauti- 
fully colored slides and a manuscript 
describing each picture fully. And 
your club can enjoy these delightful 
lectures at no cost whatever. Write 
today for complete details. Simply ad- 
dress your card or letter to 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 


BOX 7108 DES MOINES, IA. 








Riseliinn Pleasu res 


Enjoy the sophisticated atmosphere of this 

world - famous Hotel and Chicago's un- 

equaled program of summer sports and 

recreation. Overlooking Lake Michigan. 
A. S. Kirkeby, Managing Director 
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Amazing new Du Pont os 
Sponge speeds many ie 
household tasks 


© You'll be delighted at the way this new 
Du Pont Sponge takes the drudgery out 
of cleaning. It’s so soft it polishes as it 
cleans. It floats—won’t pick up sediment. 
Holds 20 times its weight in water! Can be 
cleaned and sterilized by boiling. You'll 
want at least three—one for windows and 
woodwork, one for the bath, one for the 
car. Four sizes (25¢to $1.10) at drug, hard- 
ware, department and auto supply stores. 





APPROVED BY GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 








NEW 


52-PAGE 
PICTURE 
BOOK 





Get This Book Before You 
Landscape Your Home Grounds 


Tue wrong shrubbery on your lawn, the 
wrong fence around your garden cost just as 
much as the right ones. Even more, when 
you consider what such mistakes can cost in 
damage to your good taste, your reputation 
for knowing what is what. Why take any 
chances? Better Homes & Gardens new book, 
“See How to Plant Your Home Grounds,” 
solves all your landscaping problems, elimi- 
nates all uncertainties. Fifty-two pages of 
garden charm and beauty. Three hundred 
illustrations and diagrams of home grounds 
that have done themselves proud, yours to 
look at and learn! Price, only 25c. Order your 
copy today! When writing, address 6908 
Meredith Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
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Cinema’s Culinary Cut-Up 


pie dough in the refrigerator overnight— 
that’s how.” 

“How do you happen to know so much 
about cooking?” 

“Road shows get into terrible places 
sometimes. Actors have to cook their own 
meals in self-defense. 

“And jam!” he resumed in his rhapsody. 
“We make jam from our own quinces, and 
we have so many grapes we ask charitable 
organizations to come and haul them 
away. Tomatoes and other things grow 
here without rain or irrigation. How do 
they do it? Don’t ask me. It seems to be a 
California custom.” 


On HIS “‘ranch” he has raised a wide 
variety of fruits and vegetables, besides 
corn, barley, a cow, a few pigs, 300 chick- 
ens, 200 turkeys, four goats, a flock of 
geese, ducks, and other incidentals. 

Hugh has the primitive instinct to grub 
things out of the soil. He talked learnedly 
about the comparative values of plan. 
food and peatmoss, then philosophized: 
“Tf we have another depression and things 
get very bad, we—and that includes about 
15 dependents—can live on this ranch and 
let the rest of the world go by. 

“Speaking of vegetables, I think they’re 
best cooked in a special paper made for 
the purpose. When you use water and 
throw it away, you lose the best part. I 
wrap all kinds of vegetables, put just a 
little water in the bottom of a cauldron to 
keep them from burning, and cook them 
for hours. They’re delicious that way. 

“Just recently I acquired another ranch, 
at Canoga Park, farther out, northwest of 
here, in the wilderness. Francis Lederer is 
my neighbor. My ranch has a famous 
spring, mentioned by early explorers— 
yields medicinal waters. You know those 
$16 a ton flagstones? We’ve a mountain of 
’em. Nobody realized it until after we got 
the ranch. Great life, this farming—full of 
delightful surprises! It’s the Scotch in me; 
all this rejoicing. 

“T figure this existence has added ten 
years to my life. After being twenty years 
on the road, in pullmans and terrible 
hotels, chasing trains, sitting up all night 
in dirty stations, I got so I could hardly 
sleep without having a locomotive puffing 
in my ear. But now that I’ve got used to 
real home life, it’s the only life for me! 

“If you’re going to get along in this 
motion-picture business, you’ve got to 
forget the night spots. There’s no chance 
to carouse. Actors have to get up at 5:30 
or 6 in the morning. Takes time to make 
up, and all that. Don’t believe it when 
they tell you all movie actors spend the 
night in debauchery. It isn’t practicable! 

“Anyhow, I’d rather stick right here at 
home, listening to the radio or reading, 
then retiring early. I can sleep a thousand 
miles an hour out here... !” he sighed 
comfortably. 


Goinc outdoors, we wandered around, 
watching a carpenter adding a room to the 
house. My host noticed that a batch of 
floorboards were sawed too long to meet 
in the middle of the joist and asked how- 
come. The workman told him there would 
be a cleat on the joist, made necessary by 
something-or-other, and Herbert was sat- 
isfied. Just a little touch showing his 
thoroly practical bent and knowledge of 
homely things. 

Seeing a portable barbecue in the back- 


yard—something new to me—I asked 
about it, and he agreed to let Better Homes 
&§ Gardens readers have working drawings. 
(See the next page.) 

Hugh Herbert isn’t one of those flam- 
boyant actors, but he has taken important 
parts in a long list of pictures. His latest 
was “Gold Diggers in Paris’’; and ““Oursa 
Crowd”’ is soon to be released. You'll re- 
member him in “The Lost Squadron,” 
“Sweet Adeline,” and a couple dozen 
others. 

He has distinguished himself as an 
author. With Murray Roth he wrote the 
first all-talking picture for the screen, 
“Lights of New York.” He also wrote 
“The Great Gabbo.” 


He AND his wife live very quietly; give 
no elaborate parties, but prefer to have 
people drop in of an evening. There’s 
often singing around the piano, plenty of 
food and fun. Occasionally Hugh will give 
one of his big spaghetti parties when as 
many as one hundred will show up—an 
oddly assorted group of actors, stage- 
hands, electricians, and sometimes a 
studio executive. 

His mother-in-law has a small but com- 
fortable cottage on the property. One 


SCHUYLER CRAIL 





On his “ranch” this movie funny-man raises 
quince—and has one tree that bears three 
kinds of fruit—apricots, peaches, and plums! 
“How's that for farming?” he asks quickly 


niece is visiting him as this is written. 
Another niece is a script girl at the studios. 
He watches them as tho they were his 
own children. 


Hucu HERBERT is also editor of the 
Studio City News. “‘It’sa fine little paper,” 
he admits modestly. “I write editorials, 
complaining about this and that; and the 
Chamber of Commerce pays attention, 
too. Why, not long ago I wrote a piece 
about the crooked bridge on Laurel Can- 
yon Boulevard. Very bad place—causes a 
lot of accidents. They started to argue 
about whether it was the city’s or county’s 
job, but they’re working on it now.” 
The Chamber of Commerce meets 
monthly in San Fernando. For some rea- 
son Hugh has made a tremendous hit, 
telling his amusing stories. They’ve come 
to look forward to meeting their friend 
Hugh at the regular gatherings, and his 
word has come to carry a lot of weight. 
The night of my visit he was guest of 











honor at a great dinner given by “Bill- 
board”’ for the benefit of crippled children. 
He’s always active in charities and has a 
keen interest in helping the helpless. 


SoMEHOW I got a new lift of spirit by 
observing this man at close range, in his 
home—this unassuming man who can 
stand prosperity and success, who ob- 
serves the world with a twinkle in his 
shrewd Scotch eye, and stands with his 
feet on the soil. 





Hugh Herbert gives you these plans for build- 
ing a portable barbecue similar to his own. 


See pichure, page 17 
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@ Are you building, planning to build or modernizing a 
home? If you are, enter the NEW AMERICAN HOME 
BUILDING CONTEST now under way. You may win one 
of the twenty awards of $1000 each. 


Don’t Build An Obsolete House! 


Send for the helpful contest folder describing the “10 Points”, 

from Architecture to Electrification, which you should con- 
sider when building or modernizing a home. No obligation. 
Costs you nothing to enter. Drop the coupon in the mail today! 


Adopt the Electrical Standard of Living. 





GENERAL ELECTRIC HOME BUREAU, Dept. BHG 
570 Lexington Avenue, New York 
Please send FREE New American Home Building Contest Folder. 





MOSQUITOES. 


The Yellow Can 
with the Black Band 
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A 
FRIENDLY 
CAUTION 
ABOUT 
+his £05 
Bult Buy4 


If you are one of the real aggvess ators of 






quality, top size, genuine Dutch Tulips 
and Daffodils, all true to name, then you 
will turn with full confidence to Wayside 


Gardens. 


If you want, along with your standard 
varieties, some of the rare little known 
ones, then nowhere in this country can 
you expect to find, as large or fine a col- 
lection to choose from as at Wayside. 


| 
So bearing these facts in mind, Jet us | 
caution you to order early, mz aking sure | 
of securing full quantities of all the Way- 
side quality bulbs you wish. They will 
cost you but little, if any more, than those 
worth so much less. 


For September Blooming 
If you order at once for August and Se 
tember planting of Crocus Zonatus, they'll 
bloom this September and October. 


Prices: 25 Bulbs $1.00 50 : Po $1.75 
100 Bulbs $3.50 


New Catalog 
Send for new Bulb a oy illustrated in 
full colors. Contains also offers of new 
Iris, rare Oriental Poppies, Tree Peonies, 
new Roses. 





Imported Dutch Bulbs 





Pat. Reg. 








16 Mentor Ave., Mentor, Ohio a 











Bowulslenly beautiful dwarf 
is from France. Easy = Pe 
vine cut flowers. 
Bend A 
for free catalog. 


— are aie 
JARDIN DES IRIS, Dept. B, Battle Creek, Mich. 





“NO CRAB GRASS.. 
NO WEEDS..AND A 


Liam the Velret- 


* 
That's what a Chicago 
customer says about 
his lawn of Scott's 
Creeping Bent, and 
Dr. Rigg of Glen 
Ridge, N. J., writes, 
“Iconverted my lawn 
to your Creeping Bent 
and have the finest one in this 
section.”” Scott's Creeping Bent 
will grow in any state from Maine 
to Missouri. Ask for our booklet 
BENT LAWNS. The best planting 


time is from August 1 to November. 

0. M. SCOTT and SONS COMPANY 

52 Main Street Marysville, Ohio 
4 
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SCOTTS SEED raca BEAUTIFUL LAWNS j 








A Way With Bouquets 


over? Then we haven’t cut their stems 
short enough. 

And isn’t that broad, brown bowl just 
about swallowing up those short- stemmed, 
tawny nasturtiums? Let’s go out and 
cut some more, with long, graceful stems 
and with many leaves and colorful buds. 
What a difference that makes! In fact, 
pansies, violas, verbenas, ageratum, and 
all such low-growing flowers are more 
effective in bouquets if cut with long 
stems that include buds and leaves. We 
can put our foot-rule to them, too! What? 
Yes, one of the dictates of modern ar- 
rangement reads, “Flower material is to 
be from one and a half to three times the 
height of a tall vase, or width of a low 
bowl.” In books this is called proportion. 

Another easily understood rule is sta- 
bility, or dalance. In other words, a 
modern bouquet says, ‘““Here—right here 
—is where | sit solid.”” And sure enough, 
there’s always a point near the bottom of 
the bouquet to which our eye is drawn 
at once. Perhaps it’s just one bright out- 
standing flower that does the trick, or a 
group of heavy blooms, nestling against 
the foliage, which is placed to break the 
harsh lip of the container. 

Why not experiment for ourselves with 
some cream and some bright red zinnias? 
See! When we place the red flowers at the 
top of the bouquet, doesn’t our eye cling 
there, and when we concentrate them at 
the center base and place the cream- 
colored ones at the top instead, then 
doesn’t the whcie effect settle down, 
solidly, as it should? 


Even a Few Flowers Make a Bouquet: One 
of the most encouraging of the modern 
ideas is that only a few flowers are now 
considered necessary for a bouquet. One 
authority said laughingly, “When you 
think your arrangement looks just right, 
then take out about a third of your flowers 
and see if it doesn’t look better still!” 
How the beauty of the individual flowers 
will stand out then! The Japanese have 
taught us the value of using just 3 or § 
long-stemmed blooms, like yellow day- 
lilies, or medium-size, disbudded chrys- 
anthemums, with their stems cut in vary- 
ing lengths and with strong stalks of 
foliage and buds added. 

If we can find a shallow pottery dish, 
it’s very modern to group some straight- 
stemmed flowers, like baby glads, at one 
side, and then keep the other end free, 
except for the glint of water there. I like 
to drop 3 stemless waterlilies and some 
of their pads in a flat, dark-green, glass 
dish, and in the same way often float j just 
one head of a giant scarlet hibiscus, with 
a leaf or two, in a low, blue, pottery pan. 


Popular Shapes: In fact, these flatter ar- 
rangements, either in round or oblong 
containers, are very modern if built up 
just enough in height and size for use 
on dining-room and hall tables. Even 
when the circular bouquet is used it’s no 
longer just “as round as a pin cushion.” 

There’s nothing stiff or set-looking now 
in any bouquet, because flower stems are 
now cut in varying sizes, and sprays of 
light-colored flowers and airy buds are 
added with the longest stems of all, to 
spring out with grace. Even the bouquet 
in the more usual upright container has 
taken on a swanky look by this use of 
different stem lengths, because then if two 
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or three graceful flower stalks or bud 
sprays are cut with still longer stems and 
placed in its center, it assumes the triangu- 
lar shape which is so effective and popular 
now. 


Arrangements for Special Places: On the 
porch, or for terrace tables, we'll need 
squat, well-weighted containers to with- 
stand the wind and sturdy flowers that 
will not be tossed about. Zinnias, cocks- 
combs, calendulas, marigolds, and minia- 
ture sunflowers are just the thing here in 
coarse pottery containers, big gourds, 
painted wooden bowls, or wicker baskets 
weighted with pebbles. Deep, old-fash- 
ioned crocks look at home on porch floors 
when filled with cattails and goldenrod, 
or masses of small chrysanthemums, 
Michaelmas-daisies, or summer shrubs 
such as Buddleia. 

I like to use trailing vines in wall pock- 
ets, or a few branches of shrubs, like the 
bush honeysuckle with its brilliant col- 
ored berries. Why not beautify our 
porch walls in this way with sprays of 
Cardinal Climber, trumpetcreeper, Ca- 
nary-bird Vine, climbing nasturtiums, or 
Virginia Creeper? 

Flowers for the dining-room table are 
usually selected for daintiness and har- 
mony with the china and wallpaper. Cos- 
mos, scabiosas, petunias, asters of all 
kinds, roses, pale-colored calendulas, blue 
salvias, veronicas, nicotianas, and African 
daisies and their kin, I find, make pleasing 
combinations. Silver-toned foliage, such 
as is found in some of the salvias, globe- 
thistle, Silver King Artemisia, Plumepop- 
py, and Dusty Miller will also add interest. 


HAROLD HALIDAY COBTRAIN 





The flowers, leaves, and container in this ar- 
rangement harmonize surprisingly well. The 
rough, old glaze of the Chinese bowl has an 
unusually fine affinity for the character of its 
contents. With flower heads high on one side 
and massed low on the other, this glowing 
geranium composition has rhythm and would 
be appropriate against warm wood finishes 


Dark halls can be brightened if white, 
pale pink, and yellow flowers are used 
there, or the light red tones. Here’s just 
the place for dainty bowls of petunias, 
cosmos, nasturtiums, nicotiana, or more 
substantial masses of gay Korean Chrys- 
anthemums, or the increasingly popular 
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small dahlias, in bright pink or light red 
varieties. 


Some Happy Combinations: By experiment- 
ing with summer flowers in this or that 
container, we soon find some pleasing 
combinations to repeat year after year, or 
perhaps try to improve on by adding cer- 
tain unusual flower material for next sea- 
son. For instance, I’ve discovered a happy 
combination for one of those coarse, gay 
Mexican pottery vases, striped in blue and 
a terra cotta which has a decided gray 
cast. This vase looks just right with the 
bold, coarse flowers of Yellow Supreme 
and Guinea Gold marigolds, and with the 
big gray leaves of Plumepoppy hiding 
the lip. 

For extreme daintiness, I use a small, 
green Italian glass vase with buds of Sap- 
pho, the Korean Chrysanthemum, and 
Cape-marigolds (Dimorphotheca), in the 
hybrid strain, with blue salvias for the 
highest line. In an amethyst pottery bowl 
with handles, I use annual asters in varia- 
tions of this same color, with shell-pink 
blooms at the top and with a concentra- 
tion of deep purple ones at the base to 
give that stability we’re aiming to achieve. 

In a common, gray ginger jar | find 
that some of the gray foliage already sug- 
gested with cherry or wine-red flowers, 
like the fine new salvias, or Heart of 
France asters, or the new red nicotiana, 
all make a beautiful effect. 

With some experience we can learn to 
use magentas with pale blues if the vase is 
just the right shade of blue or gray. The 
new Purple King and Maroon Prince 
salvias used with dark, velvety scabiosas 
are fine material for such experimenting. 
Cream-colored flowers also make magenta 
tones more pleasing. 


Tips on Containers: Let’s keep our eyes 
open, then, for containers that will help 
us make really beautiful pictures with our 
summer flowers. Plain, undecorated pot- 
tery shapes in dull browns, grays, and 
grayish blues and greens will be useful, 
with perhaps one fine, expensive white or 
black vase. We’ll need colored, plain, and 
iridescent glass for delicate flowers and 
wood and wicker for the.coarse ones. For 
dahlias, chrysanthemums, and autumn 
leaves nothing will be more handsome 
tharr bronze, copper, or unpolished pewter. 
But, whatever container you use, fol- 
low the simple, up-to-date standards of 
flower arrangement, and you'll be im- 
pressed with the results you achieve. 








This Is Sanctuary 


A garden etched in silence where light 

Sifts thru the trees to thread mauve shadows 
With its gold; where petals in the night 

Drip to lie against earth's quiet breast 

And dream of life when another spring 

Shall come; where a brown bird's lonely quest 
For rapture ends in white transcendent 

Flight of song; where memory is shown 

Of ancient griefs, their poignancy spent. 


This is sanctuary, this hush of pain 
And Time and tumult; this solitude 
That holds me in its slumberous arms 
For a brief but lovely interlude. 


—ALICE M. FOX 





Only the gentle roll from port to starboard... 
are needed to complete the illusion of this landlocked steamer- 


timbers ... 


style room. Bunks and walls of Western Pines... 
make this not just one of the children’s 
And what youngster could fail to draw, 


and waxed to a hearty glow... 
rooms, but a source of family pride. 


WESTERN PINES* 

















the whispered creak of chafing 


given a rich, sturdy stain 


from such surroundings, inspiration to stow his gear and keep quarters that 


pass inspection? 


FREE! Write for 


a building and remodeling guide to help you shape your thoughts. 


“Western Pine Camera Views for Home Builders” 


Western 


Pine Association, Dept. 53-G, Yeon Building, Portland, Oregon. 


*Idaho White Pine 











j Brand 
ip) PEONIEs 


Here one has the Worlds Greatest 
and most up-to-date stock of Peonies 
to choose from-—70 acres of the 
“Cream of this Flower’ with 70 years 
of experience back of it. . .America's 
largest collection of French Lilacs. .An 
immense collection of ‘‘down to 
date” Irises. FREE CATALOG, fully describing 
Brand Famous Peonies, French Lilacs, Irises, new 


coven, & ete. is yours for the asking. Write for your ww 


BRAND P PEONY FARMS, Inc. 











MY MOST BEAUTIFUL 


16 Reds in 4 Varieties—Also 2 each of Pink and 
Yellow—20 in all. 7-3 ° beyond words. Post- 
paid to your home for only $2.00. Sent at right 
time. Other bargains and full instructions free. 


You will love these red beauties. All labeled. 
OTWELL IRIS FIELDS, CARLINVILLE, ILL. 
in one day. 


5,000 automobiles came into our fields 















Breaks water into a fine mist spray, iahawe it uni- 
formly in squares or oblongs. Ends wasteful overlap 
Saturates without puddling Covers 
25 by 25 feet square. Order ra; , 
yours todey — Send $1.00. Try it =f 
for 10 deys—If not satisfied return 











AFG. CO., 4308 W. 24th PL., CHICAGO, U.S.A 


SPANISH IRIS 


14 Bulbs 25c; 60 Bulbs ($1.60 value) $1.00 
POSTPAID 

Rich deep blue, May flowers. A stately Ins greatly prized for 

cutting, the buds opening well in water Desirable for beds 

or borders. Thrives in an open or partially shaded place. 

BULB CATALOG FR 


















Ask today for your set of 8 complete plans. Easy 
and inexpensive to follow. Fun for the whole 
family to build and use. Enclose 10¢ for handling. 


The MAJESTIC CO. HUNTINGTON, IND 


*Ponderosa Pine 


THESE ARE THE WESTERN PINES 


SNAPS ON 
SNAPS OFF! 


60° COMPLETE 
Extra Faucet 
f 2 








*Sugar Pine 








BENDIX RED-CAP 
A QUICK-ACTION HOSE COUPLING! 


Just what every homeowner needs. The Red-Cap 
snaps on-—snaps off—is water tight—swivels freely, 
prevents hose kinking—no lost washers. Easily in- 
stalled on faucets in the garden, laundry and ga- 
rage. Also used to connect several lengths of hose. 
See this new coupling at your dealer’s—or write 


ECLIPSE MACHINE COMPANY, Elmira, N.Y. 
263 Oakwood Ave. (Subsidiary of Bendiz Aviation Corp.) 












O’6 A aKk 


affodils 


Favorite 4-star selection—all kinds of 
rumppets: yellows, whites, bi-colors mix- 
ed. SPECIAL PRICES—a real bargain! 
y yh Py ey ry to bloom— 
for 7] lor $1; GS for $2 
100 for $3. For earliest, Ae 
blooms next spring, order yours now! 
OTHER SPECIALS, All Postpaid 
25 Giant Darwin Tulips, mixed colors $1. 
15 Large Hyacinths, mixed $1. 
15 Regal Lilies, white $1. 
100 Crocus, al! colors $i. 
Fall Bulh Book free—all 
the best varieties, at low 
prices to plant freely thisfall. 























32 for‘! 
5 
100 for*S 109 Burpee Building, 
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LESS WORK 
ON WASHDAY 


with Staley’s 
STARCH CUBES 


Fine laundry starch in exact- 
measure CUBES. No guess. 
No chance of clothes being 
too stiff, too flimsy. No stick- 
ing iron. No spots or scorched 
streaks. Saves !4 ironing time. 
Next washday, use Staley’s 
Starch CUBES—avoid need- 
less fatigue and vexation. 


QOS Vaaty vi 


SIZE 















AT YOUR 
GROCER’S 


A. E. Staley Mfg. Co. 
Decatur, Ill. 









af WON'T BE HOME, DEAR” 


Or COURSE he wouldn’t for the world 
have you know that it’s because he’s tired 
of the same meals night after night—but he 
is. Why not try something new? Better 
Homes & Gardens “Recipes From Man to 
Man” brings you culinary tips on the care 
and feeding of husbands, favorite recipes of 
men, chosen from hundreds submitted in 
the Better Homes & Gardens recent recipe 
contest for men. Send 10 cents for your 


copy of this helpful booklet today! 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 


8408 Meredith ) ng. Des 6 Meinen, lowa 








‘O continuous years experience grow- 
a IRIS gives us one of the finest and 
most complete collections of Irises to 
be found in America today. . . .Hun- 
ay of the World’s Best varieties 


choose from 

PREE CATALOG for lovers of 

Peonies, French Lilacs, Iris 

and other gorgeous hardy flowers, 

nursery stock, etc. .Write today. 

BRAND PEONY FARMS, Inc. 
St., Faribault, Minn. 

















MOWER CO, 
834 Cromwe St. Paul. Minn 


Sickle mower, power driven, rubber 
tired, pulls self, cuts high grass, 





hay, weeds, on level or rough. 
Six times as fast as a 
scythe, 

WRITE FOR CATALOG 








NEW IRIS FROM “TOP OF THE WORLD” 


Healthy Iris from dry, Sunny Colorado thrive any- 
where. e kinds. Many special Collections. New 
Pink Iris, “MARIAN LAPHAM”, Lovely profuse 
bloomer. 25c, prepaid. Plant now. fris list free. 


LONGS’ GARDENS, BOX D19, BOULDER, COLORADO 








100th Anniversary 
BULB CATALOG 

for fall planting—FREE. Send for it. 
HENRY A. DREER, 122 Dreer Bldg., Phila, Pa. 

















Cut the Apron Strings 


merged in the cream of Sweetness and 
Light. 

That subway conversation represented 
a typical collision of these two points of 
view. But perhaps some middle ground 
compromise is possible. For no reasonable 
person would cast the warmth, the affec- 
tion, and the bonds of family life into dis- 
card at the behest of any number of psy- 
chologists; nor, on the other hand, would 
any realistic observer of people deny that 
family affection, reliance on the security 
of the home, and the bonding of parents 
and children to one another in too great 
emotional dependence, can become a re- 
treat from life which unfits many young 
people for happy living by making it im- 
possible for them to play adult roles. 


THE essence of that situation between 
Pauline and Bill and their daughter seems 
to lie in the paradox that in freely letting 
Marjorie go they were keeping her far 
more effectively than if they’d held her 
back from entire freedom to strike out for 
herself, or had contrived to send her away 
with the guilty feeling that she was self- 
ishly letting them down, and making a 
poor return for all they’d done for her. 

In other words, Pauline and Bill cre- 
ated between themselves and their daugh- 
ter a bond, a mental and spiritual bond, 
that made her closer to them in South 
Africa than she’d have been had she re- 
mained at home, frustrated, unhappy, and 
torn between her infantile loyalties and 
her adult impulses. 

Those adult impulses were sound and 
right. She wanted a responsible love 
choice, union with the man she loved, a 
home, and children. And about the mean- 
est and grimmest joke life, in the person 
of her parents, could have played on her 
would’ve been to make that desire seem 
so wrong and selfish that she’d have given 
it up—as many and many a girl does. The 
same thing happens to boys, too, tho 
less often. 

What this modern and more enlight- 
ened point of view says to parents who 
are tempted, for one reason or another, to 
cling to their children is—‘“‘Let the chil- 
dren go. That’s the way to keep them. Set 
them free, and thereby establish between 
yourself and them a union of adult and 
mature minds which will be far closer 
than any infantile parent-child union can 
ever be.” 


WE ALL know the mother who keeps 
her daughter in short dresses as long as 
possible because she doesn’t want her to 
grow up and get away from Mother. We 
all know the girl who either passes up mar- 
riage rather than break loose from the in- 
fantile bonds that hold her to her par- 
ents, or who marries anyway, only to 
have the classic Mother-in-Law Situation 
arise to spoil the happiness of her new 
home. And the mother-in-law may be 
either her own mother or that of her hus- 
bagyid—or, heaven save the mark, both. 
// An engaged girl said to me recently, “I 
guess it'll be years before Roy and I can 
marry. You see I’m the baby of the fami- 
ly. All my brothers and sisters have mar- 
ried. When I go, Mother and Father will 
be alone. And somehow when they’re 
alone together they—they don’t seem 
very happy. When I started to get mar- 
ried last year Mother was so upset that 
she became ill. I think maybe Roy and I 
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might marry if we came tolive with them.” 

That interested me because it so com- 
pletely let the cat out of the bag. 

The reason parents hang onto their 
children is very often that they’re not in 
love with each other, not secure in their 
own relationship. The father, conscious 
that there’s no healthy love to hold his 
own marriage together, becomes suspi- 
cious of marriage for his daughter, and of 
any man who seeks her in marriage. 

The mother who isn’t really in love 
with her husband, on the other hand, 
turns to her child for emotional satisfac- 
tion. She transforms a son into a mama’s 
boy—a ‘“‘mama’s lover” of the Lord 
Fauntleroy type; or a daughter into some- 
thing similar on the feminine side. In 
either case, selfishness, jealousy, self-pity, 
and spite reactions masquerade under the 
guise of “parental love.” Quite naturally 
such parents, unfortunate and unhappy in 
their own love life, find it hard to let their 
children go. Likewise, if they understood 
the situation, they’d let those children 
go anyhow, however great the wrench. 


One of the most recent instances I have 
seen of the Lord Fauntleroy situation is 
the case of a male infant of forty. He 
lives with his mother, a brisk-stepping, 
vigorous lady of seventy. He helps her 
run a business she took over when her 
husband died. He said to me, “I’ve never 
married because I’ve never found a girl 
who could hold a candle to my mother, 
the most wonderful woman in the world. 
What I want to find is a girl just like the 
girl who married my dad.” 

He said this with an air of pride. Why 
not? Hasn’t he all the sanctions of our 
mother-worshipping civilization behind 
him? But his goose is cooked. He can never 
make a happy marriage with any woman 
he’s likely to find. He has missed the boat, 
and he doesn’t know it. Nor does his 
a really wonderful woman in 
other respects, realize what her unmeas- 
ured and immoderate affection has done 
to her boy. It’s a safe bet that she was not 
in love with her husband, tho she prob- 
ably never admitted it, even to herself. 

One of the strongest of common-sense 
reasons for letting the children go is that 
they come back, bringing their sheaves 
with them. Grandchildren come to bring 
fresh interests and flavors into the lives 
of all concerned. Santa Claus comes down 
the chimney at Christmastime once more. 
Delight and freshness and youth are in 
the air once more. Birthdays again be- 
come a symbol of growth and develop- 
ment instead of something ominous and a 
sign that life is fading into futility. 

Life widens out as the blessed family 
circle widens into fresh fields of interest; 
new contacts and new friends are drawn 
from many directions by that magic mag- 
net, a sizable, harmonious and happy 
family—happy because the individuals 
who compose it are free, and are mentally 
and spiritually bound to each other exact- 
ly in proportion to the degree of their 
freedom to come and go. 


Here's one of the most fruitful of all 
the paradoxes in this paradox of human 
life—that the strongest of all bonds is 
freedom. So—to all parents: If you 
would keep your children, let them go; and 
fear not. It is bread cast upon the waters; 
“and thou shalt find it after many days.” 
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A SURE WAY TO KILL FLEAS 






Your pup or dog need never know 
the torment of fleas. Ask for “Skip- 
Flea Powder,” the improved, pow- 
erful flea killer that lets no flea 
escape. Used according to direc- 
tions, Skip-Flea never fails. Guar- 
anteed. Wash your dog with sooth- 
ing, healing, deodorizing, cleansing, 
flea-killing Skip-Flea Soap. 

There are 23 tried and tested Sergeant's 
Dog Medicines. Trusted by dog lovers 
since 1879. Constantly improved. Made 
of the finest drugs. Sold under a money- 
back guarantee by drug and pet stores. 
ASK THEM FOR A FREE COPY OF 
SERGEANT’S DOG BOOK, or write: 
POLK MILLER PRODUCTS CORP. 

208 W. Broad Street + Richmond, Va. 
Copr. 1938, Polk Miller Products Corp. 
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Also moths, mosquitoes, etc. Just plug 
in—push a button. Portable—use any- 
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ITH 
ARE LAWNS ESSENTIAL? 


Wirn a poet’s intuitive 
perception, Frances Frost 
has touched upon the deep 
and simple gratification to 
be derived from lawn 
mowing: 


“But he keeps on clipping dandelions and grasses 
Until the square of lawn is even shorn: 
Then sits with her upon the porch and passes 
Remarks on who has perished or been born, 


And smells the fragrance of the yard and wonders 
r ad ” 
Vaguely why she cares what some one said. . . 


It’s true most men discover in this unaffected opera- 
tion profound consolation. However, when the lawn’s 
more dandelions than grasses, more bald than abundant; 
when one blade persistently replaces two and no amount 
of feeding and rolling and watering and trimming in- 
duces a weedless and luxuriant verdure—well, then, even 
the disciplined dispositions of members of The Week-End 
Gardeners’ League undergo change. Pleasure is likely to 
give way to disappointment; disappointment, in turn, to 
annoyance; and annoyance, finally, to dejection. 


UNQUESTIONABLY THERE ARE SOME situations in 
which the possibility of producing sound sward is so 
remote as to render an attempt foredoomed to failure. 
What’s to be done? Accept as inevitable a ragged and 
distressing grass patch? Or approach the problem with 
an unprejudiced mind, as free from fixed ideas as a 
Chihuahua is from fur? 

The fact that grass is grown in 
suburban surroundings more fre- 
quently than any other plant 
doesn’t mean it’s the only avail- 
able groundcover, does it? On a 
hillside too steep for proper main- 
tenance and cutting, in a shady 
place where drainage presents 
great difficulties, or under a large 
tree whose root competition re- 
tards a normal sod, trailing or 
spreading plants may restore your 
peace of mind, decrease your exer- 
tion, and beautify the recalcitrant spot. 

Here’s an instance: My young friends, Nick and Esther 
Penniman, recently have built an appealing little stone 
house on a rather large and mountainous lot on Poplar 
Hill Road in Baltimore. Of course, they want to raise 
flowers, and Nick has elected himself the grower. He’ll 
be a dyed-in-the-wool week-ender, for he’s not only a 
busy lawyer but a confirmed pigeon-racer 
and fisherman as well. Landscape work will 
have to be accomplished in such moments 
as the demands of previously deeply rooted 
hobbies (and his law practice) allow. 

Very sensibly, it seems to me, this cou- 
ple plans to limit the lawn and blossom 
effort to a small section of their precipitous 
land. They think of the diminutive garden 
not as a separate entity but as a definite 
part of their home and they propose, by 
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steps and terraces, to tie 
it directly to the house. 

The first terrace is just 
outside the dining-room. 
Wisteria will shade it, and 
during the warm months 
most meals will be served 
here. A flight of stone 
steps, on a line which 
starts at a dining-room 
window and terminates 
with a fine old Black Wal- 
nut tree, will descend to an open level space. This region, 
dominated by the walnut and secluded by other tree and 
shrub groups, will be in grass. Except for a narrow strip 
on the entrance side of the house, there’ll be no more 
lawn. A second terrace, bisecting the steps and forming 
the garden’s cross axis, is projected 
as a 4-foot stone path flanked by 
twin flower beds, each 4 feet wide. 
Stone retaining walls eventually 
will divide dining, flower, and grass 
terraces and consequently will re- 
duce the hours to be spent in up- 
keep to the few required to care for 
the flower beds and less than 1,000 
square feet of lawn. 

Deducting service areas, the rest 
of Nick’s big plot will be given over 
to specimen trees underplanted with honeysuckle. To 
undertake eradication of this possessive vine Nick felt 
would be a lifetime career. He has discreetly determined 
to make out of necessity a virtue. 

Again, the owner of a rugged little dwelling clinging 
toarocky site near Larchmont, New York, is considering 
developing a completely lawnless property. Instead of 
sowing grass, he plans to fill the spaces between boulders 
with Periwinkle. This notion would certainly prove a 
labor-saver. (To guide a mower over such alpine terri- 
tory calls for the agility of a chamois.) Moreover, he 
could contribute to the community something unhack- 
neyed and distinctive. White Periwinkle (Vinca minor 
alba) and Plumbago (Ceratostigma plumbaginoides) 
might, I suggested, combine agreeable foliage with an 
enlivening show of color. Augmented by wood hyacinths 
and jonquils, his home would have much charm and at 
the same time demand little exercise from him. 
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AnoTHER WeEEK-Enp Horticutturist of my ac- 
quaintance, after struggling for some years with a sunny 
meadow which refused to support grass, gave up the bat- 
tle. Had there been time for thoro soil-conditioning and 
feeding, I daresay an acceptable turf could have been 
established; but hours couldn’t be requisitioned. The 
task of clothing the slope was relinquished to Nature. 
And Nature promptly did a first-rate job with wild 
strawberry as the chief and very attractive garment. 
Bugle (Ajuga reptans) might have furnished 
a handsome blue blanket in this situation, 
too, for it takes hold under all sorts of trying 
conditions in both sun and shade. Those dev- 
astating bare spots under Norway Maples 
can sometimes be cured with this creeper. 

Flourishing lawns are most satisfying. In- 
different ones rack the soul. But a good 
groundcover in place of poor grass may 
bring to The Week-End Gardeners’ League 
the soothing balm of rational compromise. 





‘a very fine old 
Black Walnut tree” 








—takes years to kill 
this possessive vine 


